
K.E.Y Bible Study is a systematic study of Scripture that equips participants to become acquainted with the major truths 
of the Bible over a five-year period.  Each lesson is self-contained, so, you can join the study at any time during the five 

years.

Purpose: To teach the most significant events, passages, and doctrines of the Bible in a manner and using 
methods that encourage and empower the student to:
Keep the Faith We Have Received
Be Equipped to Serve the Body of Christ
Become Yoked in Ministry with Other Believers
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“Not Both/And but Either/Or”

“No servant can serve two masters.  Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot serve both God and Money.”

(Luke 16:13)

Why is Luke 16:13 a K.E.Y. verse in the Bible?

Most Christians do not deliberately reject serving God.  They attempt to serve God while at the 
same time meeting the demands and expectations of this world.  This verse provides a clear 
statement regarding the impossibility of any individual having divided priorities and loyalties.  
When we chose to love God, we are not just adding a priority; we are replacing all previous 
priorities.  It specifically addresses the impossibility of devoting our life to God and to money.  
These are mutually exclusive loyalties.  Loving God does not release us from meeting other 
responsibilities.  However, loving God does require that we meet these other demands in ways 
that are totally consistent with the lordship of Christ. 

Who?
• God as revealed in Jesus, the Christ
• In Luke 15 and 16, it is evident that Jesus addressed His words to the Pharisees and expected 

His disciples to be listening and learning as well.

When?

Jesus spoke these words sometime during the last six months of His earthly ministry. 

Where?

We do not know where Jesus was at the time He spoke these words.  It is evident that it was a 
place where the Pharisees would have felt comfortable traveling to and expressing their 
opposition to Jesus.  The setting, then, was most likely a fairly populated area.

Context:
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Luke 15 and 16 are either one long series of parables Jesus taught to the Pharisees and to His 
disciples, or they are ones that Luke linked together because they have similar themes.  Luke 
15 is primarily focused on God’s love for the lost, while the theme for Luke 16 is the Pharisees’ 
love of money.   

The last parable before this verse (Luke 16:1-9) is one of the more difficult parables to interpret.  
A surface reading of the parable could lead the reader to think Jesus is instructing people to buy 
friends with money or that He is praising and endorsing dishonesty.   A basic principle of parable 
interpretation is that parables have a central truth, and you do not push the details to their 
logical conclusion.  When the parable is read with this verse, it is helpful in the interpretation and 
the application of the parable.  The parable teaches that even the dishonest steward was willing 
give up money in order to secure relationships.  Money was not the most important thing in the 
steward’s life.

In Matthew’s gospel, this same statement is found in the Sermon on the Mount.  In Matthew’s 
account, it is not connected with this parable as it is in Luke.  We should use this statement in 
helping understand the parable rather than seeking to use the parable to understand the 
meaning of the statement.  It is very likely that Jesus made this statement many times in his 
ministry because it touches the heart of discipleship. 

Word Study
• “No servant can serve two masters” - This statement is proverb-like in that it was 

probably used in daily life.  The first-century commercial world used servants, and often 
there were conflicts over who owned a servant.  Once ownership was established, then the 
servant knew what he was to do.  It was chaotic for the slave if there was a legal conflict over 
who was actually his master.  The servant was taught that he did not take the suggestions of 
fellow servants if they contradicted the master.  If God is the sovereign Creator of the 
universe to whom we are accountable, then we have to allow God be our priority or accept 
the consequences.

• “Either he will hate the one and love the other” - This phrase is used frequently in 
Hebrew literature as means of comparison (see Genesis. 29:31; Deuteronomy 21:15; 
Malachi 1:2-3; Luke 14:26; John 12:25; and Romans 9:13).  To love God in a secondary 
manner is to despise God.

• “You cannot serve both God and Money” - The word translated “money” does not mean 
wealth only.  Apparently in first-century popular usage, it could also mean “wealth you trust 
in or that you treasure.”  We will serve whoever or whatever we trust to be our security.

Know:   Know that God is to be our singular priority in life.
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Be:  Be in submission and service to God and not to our possessions.

Do:  Do works of ministry as servants of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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