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K.E.Y Bible Study is a systematic study of Scripture that equips participants to become acquainted with the major truths of the 
Bible over a five-year period.  Each lesson is self-contained, so, you can join the study at any time during the five years. 

 
Purpose: To teach the most significant events, passages, and doctrines of the Bible in a manner and using methods 

that encourage and empower the student to: 
Keep the Faith We Have Received 
Be Equipped to Serve the Body of Christ 
Become Yoked in Ministry with Other Believers 
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January 23, 2013January 23, 2013January 23, 2013January 23, 2013    
 

““““The Heart of the GospelThe Heart of the GospelThe Heart of the GospelThe Heart of the Gospel””””    
Romans 3:23Romans 3:23Romans 3:23Romans 3:23    

 
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,     Romans 3:23 (NIV)  

    
Why Why Why Why isisisis    Romans 3:23 a K.E.Y.Romans 3:23 a K.E.Y.Romans 3:23 a K.E.Y.Romans 3:23 a K.E.Y. verse in the Bible? verse in the Bible? verse in the Bible? verse in the Bible?    

Understanding the truth of this verse is the beginning point of salvation, of 
evangelism and missions, and for having a humble spirit before God and with others. This 
truly is the heart of the gospel. 
     

Who?Who?Who?Who?    

As is the case with all Scripture, God is the central character. Here the Apostle Paul 
examines the doctrine of salvation from God’s point of view. Man’s salvation through 
God’s provision of righteousness becomes here a secondary theme. The primary theme 
is the demonstration of God’s righteousness, through His provision of righteousness for 
sinners. God’s holy character is highlighted in contrast to our sinful nature and our 
desperate need. 
    

WhenWhenWhenWhen? 

Romans was written toward the end of Paul’s third missionary journey when Paul 
and his associates prepared to return to Jerusalem (Acts 20:3-6), probably around a.d. 
57. 

 

Context:Context:Context:Context:    

  Leon Morris, a NT scholar says that Romans 3:21-26 is possibly the most 
important single paragraph ever written. Romans 1:18-3:20 is thought of in terms of 
our need for righteousness, and Romans 3:21-26 is seen as God’s provision of 
righteousness to meet our need. The sacrificial death of Christ fulfills the just 
requirement of God’s holy character. Martin Luther called this the “very marrow of 
theology,” and “the chief point, and the very central place of the Epistle, and of the 
whole Bible.” 
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Word StudyWord StudyWord StudyWord Study    

• “for” –    This word is a conjunction joining or explaining what has previously been 
stated, namely, that there is no distinction between Jew or Gentile.  The common 
factor is sin for all men have sinned.  

 

• “all” –    means that there are no exceptions to this declaration. 
 

• “have sinned” –  means miss the mark, to err, to wander from the path of 
righteousness then, to do or go wrong then, to violate God's law, to sin.  
 

• “and fall short” –    has the basic meaning of come to late (in time) or to come 
after (in terms of space) and thus it means to fail in something, come short of, miss, 
not to reach. To fall short has the basic meaning of being last or inferior. It means 
to be left behind in the race and so fail to reach the goal, to fall short of the end, to 
lack.  

 

• “of the glory of God” –  When Paul says that we have come short of the glory of 
God he means that we do not measure up to the sinlessness of Jesus Christ. The 
Mosaic law served as God’s standard of righteousness until the coming of Christ. But 
when the Lord Jesus was made a curse for us, He redeemed us from the curse of 
the law (Gal 3:19; Ro 10:4). Thus, the standard of God’s holiness today is not the 
Old Testament law but the person of Jesus Christ.  

 

    

Which of the Which of the Which of the Which of the six areas of spiritual competenciessix areas of spiritual competenciessix areas of spiritual competenciessix areas of spiritual competencies is is is is emphasized in this K.E.Y. verse emphasized in this K.E.Y. verse emphasized in this K.E.Y. verse emphasized in this K.E.Y. verse? ? ? ?     

The Doctrine of God and His standard of righteousness and the Doctrine of Man 
and our sinfulness and need for salvation. 
 

What am I to What am I to What am I to What am I to knowknowknowknow as a result of having read and studied  as a result of having read and studied  as a result of having read and studied  as a result of having read and studied thisthisthisthis K.E.Y. verse K.E.Y. verse K.E.Y. verse K.E.Y. verse????    

Know that God is holy and that sinful man cannot come into His presence 
without the gracious redemption offered by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 
 

What am I to What am I to What am I to What am I to be be be be orororor become become become become as a result of having studied  as a result of having studied  as a result of having studied  as a result of having studied this K.E.Y. versethis K.E.Y. versethis K.E.Y. versethis K.E.Y. verse????    

Be in awe of the graciousness of God in that “while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us.” (Romans 5:8) 
 

What am I to What am I to What am I to What am I to dodododo in order to apply  in order to apply  in order to apply  in order to apply this K.E.Y. versethis K.E.Y. versethis K.E.Y. versethis K.E.Y. verse in my private and public life in my private and public life in my private and public life in my private and public life????    

 Share the gospel message with others and live in light of God’s grace. Right now, 
pray for one family member, friend, acquaintance, or neighbor who does has not  
experienced God’s gracious gift of salvation. 


