
K.E.Y Bible Study is a systematic study of Scripture that equips participants to become acquainted with the major truths 
of the Bible over a five-year period.  Each lesson is self-contained, so, you can join the study at any time during the five 

years.

Purpose: To teach the most significant events, passages, and doctrines of the Bible in a manner and using 
methods that encourage and empower the student to:
Keep the Faith We Have Received
Be Equipped to Serve the Body of Christ
Become Yoked in Ministry with Other Believers

Session 23
February 13, 2013

“What God Requires of Us:  The Romans Version”

9 That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe 

and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.
 (Romans 10:9-10)

Why are Romans 10:9-10 K.E.Y. verses in the Bible?

Simplicity and clarity are two important virtues when communicating truth.  These 
verses provide a simple and clear description of how we should response to the gospel.  
Salvation is a mystery even though millions of people have tried to describe and explain 
its many dimensions. The extent of salvation will not be fully grasped by the human 
mind until we are in heaven.  But what we are to do in order to accept and receive the 
gift of salvation is easily described in these direct and short verses.  Unfortunately, 
many have made our response to God’s free gift of salvation very complex.  While we 
are in awe of the mystery of God’s gift, these two verses help us to embrace the 
simplicity of the human response.

Who?

The central character of every book in the Bible is God as revealed in Jesus, the Christ.  
The contextual role players for this verse are:

• The Apostle Paul, both Jewish and a Roman citizen, was able to address both Jews 
and Gentiles regarding the nature of the Christian faith.  While frequently his 
strongest opposition came from Jews, he is considered the apostle to the Gentiles.  
Paul’s thinking was hard-wired to the Jewish concept of covenant.  His passion for 
preaching to the Gentiles in no way diminished Paul’s love for the Jewish people.  
One of the on-going questions among the first century Christians was, “What about 
the Jews?”  If they were chosen as part of an everlasting covenant, what was their 
relationship with God now that Jesus had come?  While this still an issue discussed 
today, those of us who live in a Gentile-dominated religious culture have difficulty 
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understanding the intensity of the issue in the first century when the Christian faith 
was dominated numerically by those who were Jewish.

• Paul wrote this letter to the Christians in Rome.  While it is a very systematic 
description of faith that could be understood by Gentiles, there are passages that 
would have been of greater interest to Jewish Christians suggesting that there were 
still Jewish Christians in Rome.  Near the time Paul wrote Romans, many Jewish 
Christians and non-Christ following Jews were being forced out of Rome.  Paul wrote 
to help Jewish Christians understand and explain these truths to others as they 
settled in distant places.  The most common perception of Christianity by non-
believers was that it was a Jewish cult or sect.  Both Jews and non-Jews wanted to 
know how the Christian faith applied to the Jewish people.

When?

Paul wrote sometime between 56 A.D. and 58 A.D.

Where?

The Apostle Paul wrote this while he was in Corinth.

Context:

In Romans 9, Paul discussed how God chose the Jews for the purpose of choosing the 
world, yet the Jews did not totally embrace their choosing for that purpose.  In chapter 
10, Paul wrote about Israel’s opportunity to respond to salvation through Christ.  

The central idea of Romans 9:30-10:4 is:  Gentiles have God’s righteousness through 
faith, but Jews who did not believe in Jesus do not have righteousness because of their 
lack of faith.  This righteousness is described as a gift.

Word Study
• “That if you” – This is a third class conditional statement which refers to future 

potential action indicating this is not a hypothetical happening.

• “confess” – means to agree with.  If you confess your sins to God, you are agreeing 
with God about the nature of your sin and your responsibility for it.  If you confess 
with a group, you agree with the others in the group.  At one time, Baptists used 
“confessions of faith” which the church would recite together for the purpose of 
stating the issues in which they were in agreement.  Confessions were similar to 
creeds except they were not to be used as a litmus test but as a point of agreement.  
While we generally associate “confession” with the acknowledging of sin, it can be 
the acknowledgement of God’s forgiveness.  It is to agree with what God has said.
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• “with your mouth” – While the natural flow of this thought suggests that we first 
believe in our heart and then confess with your mouth, Paul breaks the logical order 
because he related this to Deuteronomy 30:14 in which “mouth” is mentioned before 
“heart.”  Paul is not suggesting that we speak faith into existence but that what we 
speak is directly related to our faith (see Word of Faith movement).  Note that in 
verse 10 believing in the heart is stated before confessing with the mouth.

• “Jesus is Lord” – The Old Testament confession was from Deuteronomy 6:4:  Hear, 
O Israel:  The LORD our God, the LORD is one.  The reality of the incarnation makes 
a necessary expansion of the confession.  “Jesus” conveys that He is human and 
“Lord” emphasizes that He is divine.

• “and believe” – In Hebrew, this word emphasizes personal trust, and in Greek, it 
highlights intellectual content.  The word suggests a volitional commitment that 
involves both the mind and the will, and, therefore, the body.

• “heart” – was used to designate the entire person.

• “saved” – living in the eternal state of accepting God’s provision in both the present 
and the unending future.

• justified” – we are declared righteous in God’s sight and are in the process, through 
His Spirit, of becoming more righteous or Christ-like.

K.E.Y. Truth
We accept God’s salvation by agreeing that God raised Jesus from the dead and that He 
is Lord of our lives.

K.E.Y. Application
Accepting salvation by faith requires experiencing the Lordship of Christ by faith.
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