
K.E.Y Bible Study is a systematic study of Scripture that equips participants to become acquainted with the major truths of the 
Bible over a five-year period.  Each lesson is self-contained, so, you can join the study at any time during the five years.

Purpose: To teach the most significant events, passages, and doctrines of the Bible in a manner and using methods 
that encourage and empower the student to:
Keep the Faith We Have Received
Be Equipped to Serve the Body of Christ
Become Yoked in Ministry with Other Believers
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“Give Thanks.”
1 Thessalonians 5:18

…give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.   
1 Thessalonians 5:18

Why is 1 Thessalonians 5:18 a K.E.Y. verse in the Bible?
God is good at  all times and in all circumstances. He is worthy of our continual 

thanksgiving and praise.
    
Who?

As is the case with all Scripture, God is the central character. He is the sovereign God 
of all creation. He is all-loving, all-knowing, all-powerful, all-wise. Nothing frustrates Him or 
escapes His notice. We can completely trust Him, rest in Him and thank Him.

When and Where?
Thessalonica was a strategic seaport and capital of the Roman province of 

Macedonia. It was a prosperous city of perhaps 200,000 inhabitants when the apostle 
Paul came there on his second missionary journey. He reasoned in the synagogue and 
several God-fearers quickly responded (Acts 17:10). This resulted in a mob being 
formed to oppose Paul and Silas and they soon departure from the city. Paul later sent 
Timothy to minister in Thessalonica and Timothy sent back to Paul a good report about 
the believers there. Paul responded with this letter probably written around A.D. 51.

Context:
  The letters to the Thessalonians were filled with references to our hope in Christ 
and our steadfastness in life as a result of that hope. Paul concluded this first letter with 
instructions for holy living which includes a call to live a life of confident trust and 
thanksgiving.
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Word Study
• “give thanks” –     to be grateful; to express gratitude
•“ in” – a fixed point or position in place or time
•“all circumstances” –    thoroughly, the whole
• “for this is God’s will” –     desire, choice, purpose. It is God’s gracious disposition 

toward us. (see also 1 Thess 4:3)
• “for you” –  continually toward
• “in Christ Jesus” -  in the sphere of Christ. We were once “in Adam.” “In Christ” 

expresses the intimate union of this relationship.

1 Thess 5:16-18 – three imperatives:
1.  Be joyful always
2.  Pray continually
3.  Give thanks in all circumstances

For this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

Give Thanks…
1.  In all circumstances    Eph 5:20, Phil 4:6
2.  When things are going well   James 1:17
3.  When things are going wrong   Acts 16:25
4.  As an act of worship    Heb 13:15, Ps 100, I Chron 16:8

Keys to Thankfulness (Col 3:15-17)
1. Let the peace of God rule your heart - 15
2. Let the word of God dwell in your heart - 16
3. Let your actions glorify Christ - 17

Which of the six areas of spiritual competencies is emphasized in this K.E.Y. verse? 
The Doctrine of Man in that  we are loved and created for a purpose and that 

purpose is to glorify God by sharing our faith through an attitude of gratitude in all 
circumstances of life.
What am I to know as a result of having read and studied this K.E.Y. verse?

Know that you are deeply loved by God and the circumstances of life do not 
change that fact.
What am I to be or become as a result of having studied this K.E.Y. verse?

Be joyful… Be prayerful… Be grateful
What am I to do in order to apply this K.E.Y. verse in my private and public life?
 Think through your day this day. How have you expressed your faith in God 
through a thankful spirit today? How have you expressed dissatisfaction and despair? 
Rejoice… you are in Christ
Rejoice… you are in God’s will
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