
K.E.Y Bible Study is a systematic study of Scripture that equips participants to become acquainted with the major truths 
of the Bible over a five-year period.  Each lesson is self-contained, so, you can join at any time during the five years.

Purpose: To teach the most significant events, passages, and doctrines of the Bible in a manner and using 
methods that encourage and empower the student to:
Keep the Faith We Have Received
Be Equipped to Serve the Body of Christ
Become Yoked in Ministry with Other Believers
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“The Other 3:16”

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 
in righteousness.
 (II Timothy 3:16)

Why is II Timothy 3:16 a K.E.Y. verse in the Bible?

Religious statements are often perceived to be competing, subjective, personal interpretations 
of life.  This view makes religious truth simply a matter of opinion.  While Christians do have 
many opinions about God, the Bible is our authoritative teaching and instruction manual for our 
life and conduct.  Our faith is described and defined by a book that not only teaches about God 
but is also from God.  This verse tells us about the source and use of the Bible.

General Background

While a prisoner in Rome during the final months of his life, the Apostle Paul wrote a second 
letter to Timothy, who was the pastor of the church in Ephesus.  This letter is more personal 
and direct than his first letter.  The purpose of the letter is to encourage Timothy to be strong 
and noble and to continue to warn him of false teachers.  This letter was written toward the end 
of the cruel reign of Emperor Nero, who committed suicide in June of 68 A.D.  The letter 
conveys both a “farewell” tone and a sense of urgency.

Specific Context

Paul opened Chapter 3 with a warning about the conduct of people in the last days.  Whereas 
most people think about the calamities of the last day, Paul wrote about moral and character 
problems of the last days. In verse 5, Paul alerted Timothy to religion that is powerless and 
passive:  “…having a form of godliness but denying its power.  Have nothing to do with them.”

In verse 10, Paul began a final charge or instruction to Timothy which is summed up by these 
words:  But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, 
because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the 
holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus (II 
Timothy 3:14-15).   After Paul told him to continue in the life taught to him by the Scripture, he 
explains the purpose and role of Scripture.
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K.E.Y. Words

“All Scripture”
• Since there is no article, this could be also translated “every Scripture.”
• As Paul wrote this, he was thinking of the Old Testament.  However, we know that this 

applies to the New Testament as well.

“God-breathed”
• This word can also be translated “God-exhaled.”  This is a very important statement 

regarding the inspiration of Scripture.  It does not answer the question of how, but of who 
and why.  All theories regarding methods of inspiration are speculative.

• Scripture is not just the wisdom of men; it is from God through men.
• “Breathe” and “spirit” are similar words in Greek, and both are associated with life.  Because 

Scripture is living, it can be used to bring life to individuals.
• The source of the life of Scripture is God.

“useful”
• This word means “to yield practical benefit.”  This is not to suggest that Scripture is like an 

almanac giving pithy and pertinent advice.  It is practical in that it will help Timothy 
continue to live the godly life.

“for teaching”
• This verse refers to Scripture being used as the content for instruction.

“rebuking”
• This word relates to making one aware of sin.  As Christians, we may only rebuke people for 

those things for which the Bible rebukes them.  While we may disagree with actions of 
people, our rebuke is to be consistent with the Bible.

“correcting”
• The word means “to restore in an upright condition.”  Scripture is more than a stop sign for 

sinful action; it also tells us how to purse righteous action.
• As Christians, we need to teach people how to live righteously, not just how to avoid sin.

“training in righteousness”
• This phrase is related to the idea of being educated in “God-pleasing” behavior.  This is 

more than teaching people information; it is used to describe the education process of 
children.  Good parents not only instruct their children with words but also engage them 
through actions in the learning experience.  The word training can suggest “hands-on” 
learning experiences.

Why? 
The practical purpose of Scripture:  so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for 
every good work.  (II Timothy 3:17)
• Knowing Scripture results in being equipped to do good works.

K.E.Y. Truth:
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Scripture is from God, revealing His character and nature, so that we can serve Him.
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