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K.E.Y Bible Study is a systematic study of Scripture that equips participants to become acquainted with the major truths 
of the Bible over a five-year period.  Each lesson is self-contained, so, you can join the study at any time during the five 

years. 
 

Purpose: To teach the most significant events, passages, and doctrines of the Bible in a manner and using 
methods that encourage and empower the student to: 
Keep the Faith We Have Received 
Be Equipped to Serve the Body of Christ 
Become Yoked in Ministry with Other Believers 
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““““You Will Be Productive If…You Will Be Productive If…You Will Be Productive If…You Will Be Productive If…””””    

 

 

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much 
fruit;  

apart from me you can do nothing.”.”.”.”    
(John 15:5)(John 15:5)(John 15:5)(John 15:5)    

 

Why Is John 15:5 a K.E.Y. Verse in the Bible?Why Is John 15:5 a K.E.Y. Verse in the Bible?Why Is John 15:5 a K.E.Y. Verse in the Bible?Why Is John 15:5 a K.E.Y. Verse in the Bible?    
 

All spiritually healthy Christians desire to be productive in the kingdom of God.  The 
evil one frequently attempts to steal our passion and joy by telling us that we are not 
and cannot be productive.  But in this verse, God not only promises that can be 
productive but also teaches us how.  Every believer needs to read and remember this 
verse when they are discouraged about their life. 

 

General Background General Background General Background General Background –––– Who? When? Where? Who? When? Where? Who? When? Where? Who? When? Where?    
 
Earlier on the Thursday before the cross, Jesus told his disciples that He was leaving to 
go prepare a place for them.  From the context, it is clear that the disciples focused 
more on “I go” than on “to prepare a place for you.”  They were discouraged.  During 
the Passover meal, Peter argued with Jesus, and Judas was identified as a traitor.  The 
disciples were in despair and feeling defeated.  
 
After Jesus observed Passover with His disciples, He and at least eleven of his followers 
began walking toward the Garden of Gethsemane.  While it was common for a rabbi to 
teach his followers as he walked, it was rare for this to occur after sundown.  It is quite 
possible that Jesus stopped along the way and taught in a more secluded place.   
 
Jesus often used the visual setting or the scenery as visual aids while teaching.   If that 
was the case, then Jesus probably was near a vineyard.  Jesus began by saying He is the 
true vine and God is the gardener who does the trimming.  Israel was frequently 
described as the vine or vineyard of God.  Jesus taught that the gardener, God, prunes 
or removes the branches that are not productive.  In vineyards, pruning is done to 
remove the dead branches, which in turn improves the production of the good 
branches.  At first this sounds like a warning, but then Jesus turns it into both a 
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reassurance and a promise.  He told the disciples they were clean (they have been 
pruned).  In verses John 15:4 and John 15:5, Jesus made the same statement in two 
ways.  Repetition is a common form of emphasis. 

    
Word StudyWord StudyWord StudyWord Study    
 
• “I am the vine” - The “I” is an emphatic pronoun which paraphrased means, “I and 

no one else.”  This is the second time Jesus had made this claim within five verses.  
“I am” was what God told Moses His name was.  When Jesus said, “I am,” the 
disciples understood it was both a factual statement and a spiritual reality.  “The 
vine” is frequently used as a symbol of Israel.  In the time of Jesus, a large gold vine 
hung over the entrance to the temple.  Jesus said again that He was the true Israel.  
For more on the idea of Jesus being the true Israel, read Galatians 3. 

 
• “you are the branches” – refers to that which has its source of life in the vine.  It 

can refer to twigs or even larger branches.  Regardless of the size, they will not 
come into existence without being connected to the vine. 

 
• “If a man remains in me and I in him,” - the verb is a present active indicative 

emphasizing “continual action.”  It means, “to be in vital and vibrant fellowship 
with” and could even be paraphrased “live.”  This helps us develop a deeper 
understanding of the nature of salvation.  Salvation is not just forgiveness, 
justification, or regeneration.  Although all of these are part of living in vital union 
with God, the Old Testament covenant was about God’s presence being with His 
people, and the new covenant is God’s presence being fully in His people. 

 
• “he will bear much fruit” - Jesus said remaining in vital fellowship with Him would 

produce fruit.  Fruit is that which flows out of and is consistent with the vine.  To be 
fruitful is to be like Jesus, who through character, conduct, and relationship 
revealed the nature of God.  If we are fruitful people, we will know who God is and 
tell others how they can know Him in our character, attitude, and intentional 
witness.  The emphasis is on “much fruit.”  This is not a command to bear much 
fruit but a promise that if we live in vital relationship with Jesus, we will bear much 
fruit. 

 
• “apart from me you can do nothing” - The meaning of this part of the analogy 

would have been very obvious to the disciples.  They knew that disconnected 
branches could not produce fruit.  They feared that since Jesus was going to be 
leaving, they would be disconnected from Him and not productive for God.  They 
sensed they were part of something vital during Jesus’ earthly ministry.  Now, they 
wondered if their day of productivity was over.  After the resurrection and the Day 
of Pentecost, they knew they would never be separated from Jesus again. 

 

Central TruthCentral TruthCentral TruthCentral Truth    
 



KKKK.E.Y. Bible Study (2012.E.Y. Bible Study (2012.E.Y. Bible Study (2012.E.Y. Bible Study (2012----2013/2013/2013/2013/Year V)Year V)Year V)Year V)    

 
 

 
K.E.Y. Bible Study (2012K.E.Y. Bible Study (2012K.E.Y. Bible Study (2012K.E.Y. Bible Study (2012----2013)2013)2013)2013)    

Dawson Family of FaithDawson Family of FaithDawson Family of FaithDawson Family of Faith    
Gary FentonGary FentonGary FentonGary Fenton 

Our primary responsibility as Christians is not to try to bear fruit but to live in vital, 
daily fellowship with Jesus which results in bearing much fruit. 
 


