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K.E.Y Bible Study is a systematic study of Scripture that equips participants to become acquainted with the major truths of the 
Bible over a five-year period.  Each lesson is self-contained, so, you can join the study at any time during the five years. 

 
Purpose: To teach the most significant events, passages, and doctrines of the Bible in a manner and using methods 

that encourage and empower the student to: 
Keep the Faith We Have Received 
Be Equipped to Serve the Body of Christ 
Become Yoked in Ministry with Other Believers 

 
Session 3 

September 5, 2012 
 

“Listen Up!” 

 
 

Hear, O Israel:  The LORD our God, the LORD is one.  Love the 

LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your strength. 

Deuteronomy 6:4-5 

 

Why are Deuteronomy 6:4-5 K.E.Y. verses in the Bible? 

 

Moses instructed God’s people to teach these verses to their children, to use visuals to help them 

remember these words, and even to write them on the doorpost of their houses and gates.  These verses 
were quoted as part of the morning Jewish blessing, on holidays, as bedtime prayers, and as confessional 

prayers.  Jesus, when asked what was the greatest commandment, referred to verse 5.  These verses 

reveal a key characteristic of the God of the covenant and the nature of the true and living God. 

 

Who? 

 

• God is the central character.  He gave this command and the command is about Him. 

• Moses spoke these verses, but he clearly stated that he was speaking per God’s instruction. 

• The Hebrew people comprised the audience who heard these words from Moses.  These words were for 

the covenant people for whom this was a required review.  Most of the people had either not been born or 

not reached adulthood when God had first given the commandments to Moses. 
 

When:? 

 
This was probably between 1410 B.C. and 1400 B.C.  The law was originally given to Moses in approximately 

1445 B.C. 

 

Where? 

 

Moses delivered these sermons or discourses on the plains of Moab. 

 
Context: 

 

To gain the full impact of these two verses, it is important to know the background and the purpose of 

Deuteronomy.  In this book, Moses reviewed and repeated the Law, the teaching, which God had given 
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to him on Mount Sinai.  It is more than mere repetition; it also contains explanation, exhortation, and an 
occasional review of the experiences of a previous generation.  

 

The first four chapters explain and describe God’s interaction with Israel in times past and provide an 
essential background for understanding these verses and all of Deuteronomy. Chapters 5 through 11 are 

a repetition of the 10 Commandments with an emphasis on Israel being a separate and obedient people.  
These two verses are not new teachings; they are a brief and direct repetition of ideas that have been 

taught for centuries. 

 

Jesus often quoted Deuteronomy, and the New Testament writers followed that pattern.  The Sermon on 

the Mount may have its roots in Deuteronomy.  In the time of Jesus, conventional Jewish wisdom 

acknowledged Deuteronomy as the most authoritative portion of Jewish law. 
 

Word Study 
 

• “Hear, O Israel - Hebrew word for “hear” is “shema” which means “hear so as to do.” 

• “The LORD our God, the LORD is one” - In Hebrew, this sentence consists of four words and 
none of the words are verbs. It literally reads, “LORD God LORD one” or “LORD God LORD alone.”  

Its brevity is a means of emphasizing God’s people should not acknowledge any other god.  All other 
gods were nonexistent.  The other cultures had many regional and specialized gods, and the Hebrew 

people were frequently tempted to engage in the worship or acknowledgement of these gods. 

• “Love the LORD your God” - describes the covenant people’s response to God.  Knowing that they 
were in covenant with the true and living God would make this response possible and reasonable.  

Without knowing or experiencing God’s love, we will never love God.  The brevity is for emphasis and 

to help the hearer memorize the verse. 
• “with all your heart with all your soul and with all your strength” - The terms "heart" and 

"soul" are frequently used to together to show the complete person.  When you add strength, it is 

similar to what we mean today when we say, “love with all my heart.”   The word “all” is used three 
times for emphasis. 

 

 
Which of the six areas of spiritual competencies is emphasized 

in these K.E.Y. verses?  

 
These verses are about the nature of God.  These verses explain the truth that God is one and also 

explain the response of the covenant people to that truth. 
 

What am I to know as a result of having read and studied these 

K.E.Y. verses? 

 
There is only one God. 

 
What am I to be or become as a result of having studied these 

K.E.Y. verses? 

 

To be in relationship, or in covenant, with God. 
 

What am I to do in order to apply these K.E.Y. verses in my 

private and public life? 
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To love God without restraint with my total being. 

 


