
SESSION THIRTEEN

God Is Faithful to His 
Covenant

SESSION SUMMARY
In this session, we see how the story of Joseph reveals three ways that God remains faithful to His 
covenant. He remains faithful by bringing fruit out of our affliction, by showing us a picture of 
forgiveness, and by overruling evil with good. With confidence in the steadfast love and faithfulness 
of God, we are called to offer forgiveness to those who have wronged us, and trust Him no matter 
our circumstances.

SCRIPTURE
Genesis 41:46-57; 45:1-15; 50:15-21
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THE POINT

God is sovereign and will bring good out of evil circumstances. 

INTRO/STARTER  5-10 MINUTES

Option 1
One of the most quoted movies has to be the 1987 film The Princess Bride (MGM)—quotes from the 
battle of the wits to the way the priest said “marriage”; but most of all, from the line of Inigo Montoya 
exacting revenge on the six-fingered man: “Hello, my name is Inigo Montoya. You killed my father. 
Prepare to die!” In the end, he got his revenge!

We all enjoy the get-even stories, don’t we? We read books like The Count of Monte Cristo, and we sing 
songs like Taylor Swift’s “Mean.” We know what it’s like to be wronged, bullied, or betrayed in some way. 

• Recall a time when you felt “wronged” by someone. What was your response in that 
moment? Why?

The reason these stories and songs resonate with us is because we have deep sense of justice, and when 
people do wrong, we want them to be held accountable. The problem comes when we want to be the 
ones who execute justice instead of leaving that role to God. Harboring bitterness or holding a grudge 
reveals a lack of faith in the justice of God. It reveals that we think we could do His job better than He 
can. It’s also a failure to trust that God can take the evil things done to us and use them as part of His 
bigger plan for good.

• If you could go back and change your response in that moment, what would you do 
differently? Explain.

Option 2
Read aloud the following quote by Frederick Buechner: “Of the seven deadly sins, anger is possibly the 
most fun. To lick your wounds, to smack your lips over grievances long past, to roll over your tongue 
the prospect of bitter confrontations still to come, to savor to the last toothsome morsel both the pain 
you are given and the pain you are giving back—in many ways it is a feast fit for a king. The chief 
drawback is that what you are wolfing down is yourself. The skeleton at the feast is you.”

Distribute paper to each student. Direct them to write the name of the person against whom they hold 
the most anger, resentment, and unforgiveness. Then lead them to write how they think they, as well as the 
unforgiven person, might be affected if they continue to harbor these feelings rather than offer forgiveness. 

Admit that forgiving the person against whom you hold so much bitterness is difficult. Challenge 
students to spend a few moments praying for that person, as well as praying that God will help them 
forgive that person. Encourage them to continue to pray for that person and their attitude toward that 
person each day this week, and even longer if necessary, until they are able to forgive.
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THE POINT

God is sovereign and will bring good out of evil circumstances.

CHARACTERS
• The Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

• Joseph: son of Jacob whom God used in the midst of great suffering

PLOT
During our previous story we saw how Joseph suffered grave injustices. He was betrayed by his brothers, sold 
into slavery, forced to work in Potiphar’s house, then falsely accused of sexual advances against his master’s 
wife and thrown in jail. Yet through every difficulty Joseph experienced, he remained a man of steadfast faith.

After hearing all of that, we might wonder if Joseph could ever bounce back from the horrible sufferings he 
has endured. Not only that, but we might also wonder what good could come of it? What was the purpose of 
it all, anyway? What is God telling us through the life of Joseph today, and what does the covenant have to do 
with any of this?

These are but a few of the questions we will address as we conclude our study on Joseph and the Book of 
Genesis. However, before we turn to our last story, spend a minute reflecting on the one big story in Genesis 
that is taking place in and through these smaller, individual stories. 

HIS STORY   15-20 MINUTES
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GOOD COMES FROM JOSEPH’S SUFFERING
Let’s briefly summarize Joseph’s journey. He was falsely accused of attempted 
rape, and he spent years in jail. While in prison, Joseph—the dreamer—rightly 
interpreted a dream for Pharaoh’s chief cupbearer. He asked the cupbearer to 
remember him and mention him to Pharaoh once Pharaoh showed him favor. 
But the cupbearer forgot Joseph when he was restored to his position. Once 
again, Joseph had been treated unfairly. 

After two years, Pharaoh had a dream that alarmed him, and this caused the 
chief cupbearer to remember Joseph. Consequently, Joseph was brought before 
Pharaoh to interpret his dream. Relying on God’s power, Joseph explained the 
dream’s meaning: there would be seven years of agricultural abundance followed 
by seven years of famine. Joseph wisely mapped out a plan for Pharaoh that 
would prepare a reserve for the seven years of famine. As a result, Joseph was 
now promoted to rule over Egypt as a vice-regent to the Pharaoh. 

FORGIVENESS COMES THROUGH 
JOSEPH’S SUFFERING

We’ve seen that one way God was faithful to His covenant was by bringing 
fruit out of Joseph’s affliction. It’s here that the story takes a turn, and now we 
see in the life of Joseph an incredible picture of forgiveness, one that models the 
faithfulness of God to His people.

GOING FURTHER WITH THE STORY
In Genesis 41:46-57, we see a glimpse into the type of life Joseph was now living 
compared to suffering he had underwent in previous chapters. In short, Joseph was 30 
years old when he came to power in Egypt. He executed his plan to store up extra food 
in the cities during the seven years of abundance. In an echo of God’s promise to bless 
Abraham’s offspring, the text says that Joseph stored up grain “like the sand of the sea” 
(Gen. 41:49). 

Not only was Joseph fruitful in his work, but he was fruitful in his family life. He 
married a woman named Asenath, and she gave birth to two sons. The first son was 
named “Manasseh” which basically meant, “made to forget.” God had made Joseph 
forget the hardship he had endured at the hands of his family. The second son was 
named “Ephraim” which basically meant, “made fruitful.” God made Joseph fruitful 
through his affliction. So, not only had God brought Joseph through his hardship, but 
God produced something in Joseph through his suffering that would not have otherwise 
been produced. 

TIMELINE

THE SALVATION 
OF MANY
God brings good out 
of the evil done to 
Joseph. 

Beginning Winter 2015-16

MOSES SPEAKS 
TO GOD
God reveals Himself to 
Moses and promises 
redemption.

GOD’S GLORY 
IS REVEALED
God displays His 
glory among all the 
peoples.
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As we saw earlier, our culture thrives on movies and songs about revenge. But 
we follow a King who commands us to love our enemies, pray for those who 
persecute us and forgive those who have wronged us. King Jesus puts forth a 
counter-culture where we do not hold a grudge. He shows us a bigger and better 
plan where evil is used for good and forgiveness leads to salvation. 

When Joseph’s brothers went down to Egypt for food, they bowed down to him, 
which fulfilled his earlier dreams. Joseph recognized his brothers, but they did 
not recognize him. Through a series of circumstances, Joseph hatched a plan to 
keep his brother Benjamin behind, but the brothers worried such an event would 
hasten their father Jacob’s death. At this pivotal moment, Joseph revealed his 
identity to his brothers.

Then Joseph could not control himself before all those who stood by him. 
He cried, “Make everyone go out from me.” So no one stayed with him when 
Joseph made himself known to his brothers. And he wept aloud, so that the 
Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. And Joseph said 
to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could 
not answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence. So Joseph said to 
his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came near. And he said, 
“I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be 
distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent 
me before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these 
two years, and there are yet five years in which there will be neither plowing 
nor harvest. And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on 
earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent 
me here, but God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his 
house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and 
say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt. 
Come down to me; do not tarry. You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and 
you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, 
and your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. There I will provide for 
you, for there are yet five years of famine to come, so that you and your 
household, and all that you have, do not come to poverty.’ And now your 
eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see, that it is my mouth 
that speaks to you. You must tell my father of all my honor in Egypt, and 
of all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” Then he 
fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, and Benjamin wept upon 
his neck. And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them. After that his 
brothers talked with him. (Gen. 45:1-15)

The reason Joseph could forgive his brothers is because he saw that it was really 
God who had sent him to Egypt, for this very purpose: to save them from 
famine. God was keeping His covenant promises to Abraham. He rescued and 
sustained Jacob’s family through the suffering, humiliation, and exaltation of 
Joseph to power in Egypt.
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Joseph kissed his brothers and showed them great mercy. He forgave his 
brothers because He trusted in the good plan of God—a plan that took what 
was meant for evil and turned it to good, to salvation! Joseph could have let 
bitterness take root in his heart, but instead he forgave his brothers because he 
trusted in God’s plan to save others.

JOSEPH AFFIRMS THAT GOD TURNS ALL 
THINGS FOR GOOD
You’ve probably heard the saying: “Two wrongs don’t make a right.” Just because 
someone mistreats you, it does not give you the right to mistreat them. Repaying 
evil with evil may be our sinful urge, but it is not the way God works. He is 
the God who forgives those who sin against Him and who does not repay evil 
with evil; instead, He overrules evil with good. We are called to follow God by 
displaying this kind of love to everyone, including our enemies and those who 
wronged us, because God uses this in His master plan.

As we pick back up with the story of Joseph, we see that Israel took his 
family down to Egypt to live there during the famine. At the time, they 
numbered around 70 people (see Gen. 46:27,34). But God blessed them in 
Egypt and made them rich, and they multiplied (see Gen. 47:27). 

Remember, God had promised to bless the whole world through 
Abraham’s offspring. So before he died, Jacob restated these promises 
from God to his sons and foretold that the Messiah would come from 
Judah (see Gen. 49:8-10). When Jacob died, Joseph took his father’s body 
to the promised land for burial. When he returned to Egypt, his brothers 
were concerned that Joseph would get his revenge now that their father 
was dead. 

When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, 
“It may be that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil 
that we did to him.” So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your 
father gave this command before he died, ‘Say to Joseph, Please 
forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because 
they did evil to you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the 
servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke 
to him. His brothers also came and fell down before him and said, 
“Behold, we are your servants.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not 
fear, for am I in the place of God? As for you, you meant evil against 
me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people 
should be kept alive, as they are today. So do not fear; I will provide 
for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke 
kindly to them. (Gen. 50:15-21)

TIMELINE

JUDGE AND 
SAVIOR
Even in the midst of 
His judgment, God 
provides a means of 
salvation.

THE RED SEA
God continues to 
provide for His 
people by parting 
the Red Sea.

THE 
WILDERNESS
Israel is to walk in 
faith and follow 
after God on 
their way to the 
promised land.
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But Joseph exhorted them not to be afraid, and he indicated that he trusted 
in God’s justice. He said he was not in God’s place—what they intended for 
evil, God used for good to save many lives. So Joseph forgave them, comforted 
them, and took care of them and their families. He showed amazing grace to 
his brothers.

CHRIST CONNECTION
Joseph went on to live a long life. When he died, he was put in a borrowed 
tomb in Egypt, awaiting the return of God’s people to the promised land. 
Genesis began with life in paradise, but it ended in death in a borrowed tomb 
outside the promised land. God made a covenant with Abraham, and the 
promises seem to be unfulfilled. But, the story was not over yet …

Joseph’s life was a preview of the coming Messiah who would forgive those 
who wronged Him. Joseph knew that God used his brothers’ sinful actions to 
save many people. Jesus would be mistreated, betrayed for silver, handed over 
to captivity, and ultimately executed at the hands of evil men. While He was 
being crucified, He looked down at the ones killing and forgave them. On 
the cross, He secured saving forgiveness for the world, and then God highly 
exalted Him, so that the nations of the world would stream to Him, bow their 
knee and confess Him as Lord (see Phil. 2:5-11). Evil men killed the Messiah, 
but God used even their evil deeds to accomplish His goal of salvation.

GOING FURTHER WITH THE STORY
The Messiah will come from the line of Judah (Gen. 49:8-10), not the line of Joseph. We 
see a change in Judah’s character throughout the Joseph story. Judah devised the plan 
to sell Joseph into slavery, but later on he was willing to substitute his life for Benjamin’s 
(see Gen. 43:9; 44:33). The Lion from the Tribe of Judah—Jesus Christ—would substitute 
Himself on the cross for the sins of the world.

God Is Faithful

God’s faithfulness means He keeps His word and always fulfills His promises (1 Cor. 1:9; 2 
Tim. 2:13; 1 Pet. 4:19). God’s faithfulness is demonstrated in His fulfillment of the promises 
He made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The apostle Paul linked the attribute of “faithful” 
to God’s coming through on His word: “The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it” 
(1 Thess. 5:24). We reflect God by keeping the promises we make to Him and to others.

132     Leader Guide  /  Session 13



GROUP QUESTIONS
God’s Story has always been designed to connect with your story. It is because of His Story that 
our stories make sense, have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to 
help think through how His Story connects with your own. 

• What are some challenges in your life that have made you a better follower of 
Christ, son or daughter, student, and friend? As with Joseph and the affliction he 
endured, students are to consider in what ways difficulties and hardships have led to 
positive growth in their own lives.   

• What are some challenges you’ve faced that you see others facing? In what 
ways can God bring fruit out of your past affliction by leading you to minister 
to others in similar circumstances? This question is designed to help students 
consider the various ways they might be able to mister to others due to some shared 
circumstance. Answers will vary among students. 

• Why is it so difficult for us to forgive those who wrong us? What is it about 
forgiveness that is so painful? Answers to this question will vary. For some, a lack 
of forgiveness may be the result of pride working in their hearts; for others, it may stem 
from an unbiblical view of forgiveness, thinking that it is something earned rather 
than freely given and received. Help students understand their own hearts and why 
forgiveness may be difficult for them. 

• How has the story of Joseph connected with you on a personal level? Even 
though the story of Joseph may be well known among students, they have probably 
learned several new things about it in light of the past two sessions. Allow them the 
opportunity to verbalize how it has connected and/or challenged them in any way. 

YOUR STORY   10-15 MINUTES

HIS STORY
God’s Story of 
Redemption 
through His Son, 
Jesus Christ.

YOUR STORY
Where your story 
meets His.
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YOUR MISSION   10-15 MINUTES

HEAD
The story of Joseph challenges the way we think about, and approach, various difficulties in life. As 
in the case of Joseph, belief in God’s sovereignty and plan over his life led him to persevere through 
his difficulties, forgive his brothers, and recognize that God was doing something bigger than he 
could see from his limited view point. 

• How does the gospel help you put the bad things that happen in your life in the right 
perspective? The goal of this question is to help students view the difficulties in their lives 
through the lens of the gospel. Thus, instead of seeing suffering here and a bad situation there, 
they are able to see, through the gospel, God working all things for their good and joy. 

• What are some verses we could cling to when struggling to believe that God is in 
control and is working all things for good? Answers to this question will vary. Allow 
students to share some of their favorite verses that encourage them in difficult times.

HEART
Christ died on the cross in order to fully forgive all of our sins, and His forgiveness is the fuel to 
forgiving those who sin against us. Refusing to forgive is not just disobedience; it’s unbelief. 
Holding a grudge against someone reveals that we believe the cross of Christ is enough to forgive 
the sins we commit against God, but it is not enough to forgive the sins committed against us. 

• How does holding a grudge contradict the gospel? Give students an opportunity to 
articulate this themselves, helping them to think through why these are contradictory. 

• How can meditating on the gospel empower you to be patient with and forgive 
others? Answers will vary, but one important thought to keep in mind is the command to 
forgive others in the same manner that we have been forgiven. If we have been forgiven 
greatly, then we should forgive greatly.  

HANDS
Longing for justice and for things to be set right are not wrong, but our bitterness, desire for 
revenge, and lack of forgiveness reveal that we want to execute a task that belongs to God alone. 
The power to forgive our enemies is found in trusting the justice and mercy of God. 

• How can we show those with whom we disagree love and mercy as an expression of 
God’s love for us? Answers to this question will vary. The goal is to help students think of 
personal and practical ways that the gospel transforms the way they interact with others. 

• Since Jesus is the Savior who offers forgiveness to the world, how can we be part 
of the commission to take the message of forgiveness to all peoples? Help students 
to think of personal and practical ways that they, as individuals and as a group, can live on 
mission for the gospel. 
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ADDITIONAL INFO

LEADER PACK
For this session, item #11 can be used during group time. Item #11 contains a chart that will help students to 
visually grasp all of the ways they have seen Jesus throughout the Book of Genesis.  

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Check out the following additional resources:

• Leader Training Videos
• One Conversations
• Midweek Studies
• Circular Timeline Poster
• App (for both leader and student)

Additional suggestions for specific groups are available at
GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources

And for free online training on how to lead a group visit
MinistryGrid.com/web/TheGospelProject
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STUDY PLAN

YEAR 1
 
Fall 2015
God the Creator (Genesis 1-11)
God the Covenant-Maker  
(Genesis 12-50)

Winter 2016
God the Redeemer  
(Exodus)
God the Lawgiver  
(Exodus, Leviticus,  
Deuteronomy)

Spring 2016
God the Savior  
(Numbers, Joshua)
God the Judge (Judges,  
Ruth, 1 Samuel)

Summer 2016
God the King (1-2 Samuel)
God All Wise (1 Kings, Job,  
Ecclesiastes, Psalms, Proverbs)

YEAR 2 

Fall 2016
God the Revealer  
(1-2 Kings, Isaiah)
God the Pursuer (Major  
and Minor Prophets,  
1-2 Chronicles)

Winter 2017
God the Sustainer  
(Daniel, Ezra)
God the Provider (Esther,  
Nehemiah, Malachi)

Spring 2017
God the Son (Gospels)
God Among Us (Gospels)

Summer 2017
Jesus the Storyteller  
(Synoptic Gospels)
Jesus the Miracle-Worker  
(Gospels)

YEAR 3

Fall 2017
Jesus the Savior (Gospels)
Jesus the Risen King  
(Gospels, Acts)

Winter 2018
The Spirit Who  
Empowers (Acts)
The God Who Sends (Acts)

Spring 2018
The God Who Directs His  
People (Epistles)
The God Who Changes  
Us (Epistles)

Summer 2018
God’s Prisoner (Acts, Epistles)
The God Who Makes All 
Things New (Epistles, 
Revelation)
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