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Description:  K.E.Y. Bible Study introduces the essential biblical narratives, concepts, and themes, and teaches the student 
how to apply the message of the Bible to daily living.  Each teaching session is self-contained, which allows participants to join in 
the study at any time during the five years. 

 
Purpose: To teach the most significant events, passages, and doctrines of the Bible in a manner and using 

methods which encourages and empowers the student to: 
     Keep the faith that we have received 
     Be Equipped to serve the Body of Christ 
     Become Yoked, or connect, with others for the purpose of ministry  

 
 
 

Leveraging The Events Of Life For The Glory Of God 
April 13, 2016 

Acts 22:30-23:35 
 
 
 

Background 
 

It is frequently said: “The quality of life is not determined by what happens to you but by how 
you respond to what happens to you.”  The effective Christian needs to be spiritually prepared 
to use unexpected and difficult circumstances for the glory of God.  In this session of K.E.Y. 
Bible Study, we will examine an unexpected circumstance in the Apostle Paul’s life, and see 
how he seized the day for the glory of God.  
 

Who 
 
• God, as revealed in Jesus, the Christ, who is also at work through the Holy Spirit among 

His redeemed people. 
• Paul, who for several years has been a church planter, is now a prisoner and turns it into 

the most productive chapter of his life.  By this time in his life, Paul had experienced 
suffering, opposition, and rejection.  Instead of allowing these difficulties to make him 
bitter, he used it to prepare his mind and heart to present the Gospel. 

• Ananias was the high priest from 48 A.D. - 58 (59) A.D.  Although only having actual 
authority over religious issues, he was known for his greed and for advocating violence.   

• The Sanhedrin was the council of seventy-one Jewish sages who constituted the 
supreme court and legislative body for religious issues in Judea during the Roman period.  
They were highly respected leaders who understood their history and also how to co-exist 
with the occupying Roman government forces. 

• Members of the Sanhedrin and other religious leaders.  Because of the limited number 
of members in this body, there were additional religious leaders in the community who had 
influence but were not voting members of the group.  These were primarily Pharisees, or 
conservatives, who were strict keepers of the law.  The Sadducees, or liberals, who were 
less literal, rejected all possibilities of physical resurrection after death.  Conservatives 
were trying to maintain the status quo, and liberals were attempting to adjust the status 
quo.   Early Christian leaders were for transforming the status quo to meet God’s agenda. 

• Paul’s nephew, of whom we know very little except that he was Paul’s sister’s son.  
Philippians 3:8 suggests that Paul lost his family when he became a follower of Jesus.  
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Some think that Paul’s sister, or least nephew, became a believer several years after 
Paul’s conversion.  However, this is only speculation. 

 
When 

 
These events occurred in approximately 56 - 57 A.D. (perhaps as late as early 58 A.D.) 
 
After returning from his third missionary journey, Paul was confronted by the religious 
authorities.  He defended himself and his message before a crowd of people in Jerusalem.  
Some of in the crowd called for his death, but the Roman soldiers decided just to flog him 
instead.  Paul reminded that soldiers that he was a Roman citizen.  Roman citizens could not 
be flogged without being found guilty of a charge.  Paul’s Roman citizenship allowed him to a 
have a different type of hearing in the legal system.  
 

What Happened? 
 
Acts 22:30 
The Roman commander brought Paul back before the Sanhedrin to see if there were 
any legitimate charges that would authorize him to punish Paul. 
 
Acts 23:1-2 
Paul told the Sanhedrin that he had served with a good conscience.  The high priest, who 
had a proclivity toward violence, ordered them to strike Paul on the mouth.  The conscience is 
the moral guide within that helps us know what is right and wrong.  The conscience is not 
perfect; it can be influence by our past and our fears.  The Christian is to allow God to shape 
our conscience. 
 
Acts 23:3 
Paul did not recognize Ananias as the high priest and called him a hypocrite.  If Luke, 
the author of the book of Acts, was just trying to make Christians look good, he would not 
have included this story; it is evident that Paul lost his composure.  The biblical account of the 
early church was not written to project an image but to present reality.  At times, Christians do 
lose their composure.  
 
Acts 23:4-5 
Paul was condemned for calling Ananias a hypocrite, and Paul apologized. Some 
believe that Paul’s apology was a sarcastic response, but it does not appear to be consistent 
with Paul’s attitude toward Jewish authority.  Christians acknowledge their wrong and sinful 
actions. Confession is not a sign of spiritual weakness but of spiritual strength. 
 
Acts 23:6-10 
Paul identified himself as a Pharisee and indicated he was on trial because of his belief 
in the resurrection.  While the Pharisees rejected the resurrection of Jesus, they believed in 
an afterlife.  The Sadducees were very opposed to any kind of resurrection.  This was a 
lightning rod issue between the Pharisees and Sadducees.  Then, these two groups engaged 
in a heated debate over resurrection from the dead, and some of the Pharisees defended 
Paul.  Fearful of violence, the commander ordered Paul to be escorted from the room.  It was 
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important for both the Jews and the Romans to avoid group violence.  If there was increased 
violence in the city, the Roman leader would be punished, and the Jews would suffer at the 
hands of the Roman army. 
 
Acts 23:11 
The next night, Jesus appeared to Paul in his prison cell.  Jesus told Paul to have 
courage and assured him that he would have the opportunity to witness in Rome.  We do not 
know whether this was vision, a dream, or an unidentified spiritual experience.  It is important 
to note that the words of Jesus were not a promise of deliverance but the announcement of an 
opportunity.  To be able to go to Rome for the purpose of proclamation was very significant to 
Paul. 
 
Acts 23:12-24 
Over forty Jews conspired to kill Paul, but his nephew warned him, Paul, in turn, 
informed the commander.  The commander ordered Paul to be secretly transferred to the 
jurisdiction of Felix, the Governor of Judea, whose offices were in Caesarea. 
 
Acts 23: 25-30 
The commander wrote a letter to Felix explaining why he was transferring Paul.  For the 
commander to allow the Jews to kill a Roman citizen without due process would have ended 
the commander’s career.  While the Roman government was cruel and corrupt, God still used 
it to further the work of His kingdom.  Government will always be an imperfect institution, yet 
God uses it.  Anarchy is condemned in the Bible because it leads to chaos.  Note that the 
letter indicated that Paul was not guilty of breaking Roman law.  Christians were not 
troublemakers.  They only resisted when they were prohibited from proclaiming the Gospel to 
the lost. 
 
Acts 23:35 
Felix agreed to hear Paul’s cause, but he also allowed the Jewish leaders to present 
their case. 
 
Summary of Chapter:  Paul presented the good news of Jesus in Jerusalem and Caesarea.  
Jesus promised that he would soon have the opportunity to preach in Rome. 
 

K.E.Y. Application 
 
God uses difficult circumstances to accomplish the work of His kingdom.  Therefore, we are 
not to be discouraged by our circumstances. 

 


