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Description:  K.E.Y. Bible Study introduces the essential biblical narratives, concepts, and themes, and teaches the student 
how to apply the message of the Bible to daily living.  Each teaching session is self-contained, which allows participants to join in 
the study at any time during the five years. 

 
Purpose: To teach the most significant events, passages, and doctrines of the Bible in a manner and using 

methods which encourages and empowers the student to: 
     Keep the faith that we have received 
     Be Equipped to serve the Body of Christ 
     Become Yoked, or connect, with others for the purpose of ministry  

 
 

 
Paul in A Political Trial:  The Sequel 

April 27, 2016 
Acts 25:1-26:32 

 
 
 

General and Immediate Background 
 

God’s kingdom is not limited to what we normally think of as church or activities of religious 
organizations.  God can even use the political system to further His kingdom. However, it is 
important to remember that God often accomplishes His purposes for the kingdom when the 
desires of His people are defeated in the political process.  In this passage, many of the 
followers of Jesus may have felt they experienced a political defeat.  
 
While in Jerusalem, the Apostle Paul faced accusations and death threats from local Jewish 
leaders.  A Roman official placed him in protective custody and made a tentative judgment 
that Paul had broken no Roman laws.  The local Roman leader transferred Paul to Caesarea 
where the Roman Governor, Felix, heard the charges brought by the Jewish leaders and 
made a more definitive judgment.  While finding that Paul was not violating any Roman law, 
Felix chose not to make a final ruling.  Paul remained under a limited arrest in that he cannot 
leave the city.  Felix did this as a favor to Jewish officials.  Paul was confined to Caesarea for 
two years, at which time a new Roman Governor, Festus, was appointed.  Acts 25 and 26 
describe the legal hearing before Festus and King Herod Agrippa, who was a more powerful 
Roman official.  The chapters provide an excellent example of how to use an adversarial 
circumstance for the glory of God.   
 

Who 
 
• God, as revealed in Jesus, the Christ, is the central character.  
• Information regarding the other characters will be provided in the “What Happened” 

section of this handout. 
 

When 
 
These events occurred in approximately 60 A.D. 
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Where 
 
These events occurred in Caesarea, where the Roman governmental offices for Judea were 
located.  
 

What Happened 
 
Acts 25:1-5 
The Jews (the Jewish religious leaders) requested that Festus, the new 
Governor, transfer Paul and his hearing back to Jerusalem. 
 
• Festus was considered more favorable to the Jews than his predecessor but very little is 

known about his background. 
• Festus inherited a divisive environment.  There were several controversial issues among 

the Jews that could lead to political unrest. 
• The request for a change of venue was done as an attempt to kill Paul when he was being 

transferred. 
• Festus refused their request and insisted that they come to Caesarea for the legal hearing. 

 
Acts 25:6-12 
The Jews argued their case before Festus. 
 
• The religious leaders could not prove their case against Paul. 
• Paul briefly defended himself for having done nothing harmful to the Jewish temple or to 

the Roman government. 
• Festus, as a favor to the religious authorities, offered Paul the opportunity to have his case 

heard in Jerusalem.  This may suggest that Festus was naïve regarding the physical threat 
to Paul. 

• Apparently, Paul was convinced that Festus would transfer him back to Jerusalem and 
appealed to his rights as a Roman citizen.  Roman law asserted that Roman citizens in 
capital cases could appeal to have their case heard in Rome. 

• Given that Nero, the persecutor of Christians, was the Roman Emperor, it might seem 
strange that Paul would prefer his case to be heard by Nero.  Paul’s agenda was not to 
save his life but to proclaim the gospel in Rome. 

• There is no evidence that Festus was trying to act justly.   Rather, he was trying to find a 
political solution that would take the pressure off.  Transferring this case to Rome got Paul 
out of the country, and he assumed this would eventually calm the religious leaders. 

 
Acts 25:13-22 
Festus sought one more outside opinion. 
 
• King Agrippa, who had grown up as a favorite of the Roman emperor and at this time was 

the Governor of an adjoining area, came to Caesarea with his sister to honor Festus as he 
assumed his new position.  King Agrippa and his sister, Bernice, apparently had an 
incestuous relationship.  She was married to another leader but chose to live with her 
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brother.  At one time in her life, she had an affair with Titus, who became Emperor in 79 
A.D.  King Agrippa had a great interest in the Jewish religion and was thought to be one of 
the more knowledgeable Roman leaders regarding Jewish religious beliefs and practices. 

• Festus sought King Agrippa’s opinion and gave him a summary of the charges the 
religious leaders had brought against Paul.  While Festus had already ruled that Paul 
would be transferred to Rome, he appeared not to be sure that this was the best action.  If 
he were to dismiss the charges completely, Paul would not have gone to Rome.  Festus 
did not want Rome to think he was sending a petty issue up the legal ladder.  Many who 
believed in Paul would have wanted King Agrippa to encourage that all charges be 
dropped. 

• King Agrippa was not only willing to give Festus advice, but he also wanted to meet Paul. 
 

Acts 25:23-27 
In a public hearing, Festus explained why he was asking for King Agrippa’s 
advice.  
 
• This passage revealed the insecurity of Festus. 
 
Acts 26:1-23 
Paul presented the gospel while presenting His case to King Agrippa. 
 
• King Agrippa asked Paul to explain his actions. (Acts 26:1) 
• Paul was very respectful to authority and expressed gratitude for the privilege of 

presenting his case. (Acts 26:2-3) 
• Paul’s presentation included: (Acts 26:4-23) 

o The acknowledgement that the reason for his trial was “…my hope in what God 
has promised our fathers.”  The message of Jesus is built on God’s promise to, or 
covenant with, God’s people in the Old Testament. 

o His personal history of strict Judaism belief and behavior. (Acts 26:9-11) 
o The story of his zealous persecution of the followers of Jesus.  Paul did not try to 

hide is violent past. (Acts 26:9-11) 
o The story of his dramatic conversion including the bright light and the voice asking, 

“…why are you persecuting me?”  
o Paul asked who was speaking to him during the conversion event, and the voice 

coming from the bright light said, “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting.”  Paul 
made it very clear that his conversion was about Jesus. 

o In the conversion event, Jesus told Paul:  16 “Now get up and stand on your feet.  I 
have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what you 
have seen of me and what I will show you.  17 I will rescue you from your own 
people and from the Gentiles.  I am sending you to them 18 to open their eyes and 
turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they 
may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by 
faith in me.” (Acts 26:16-18) These verses explain the gospel and describe the 
character of God who wants all people to experience forgiveness.  Most Jews of 
that time focused on only the salvation of their race.  Paul made sure that Agrippa 
knew he was included in God’s offer of forgiveness. 
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o Paul said that he has been obedient to his assignment.  The Lordship of Christ is 
very evident in this passage. (Acts 26:19-23)   

 
Acts 26:24 
Festus accused Paul of insanity.  
 
• If you did not believe in the spiritual dimension of life or in an all-powerful God, then Paul’s 

testimony would have sounded insane.  
 
Acts 26:25 
Paul explained that what he said was reasonable. 
 
If you believe in an all-powerful, just, and loving God then everything is possible. The gospel is 
not irrational or in opposition to knowledge.  It is very reasonable when we accept the spiritual 
dimension of humanity and the mystery of an all-powerful God.  There are evidences of both 
the spiritual dimension and the mystery of God in the world.  To deny that these evidences 
exist is irrational. 
 
Acts 26:26-29 
Paul appealed to King Agrippa to believe, and King Agrippa rejected Paul’s 
invitation. 
 
o Paul appealed to King Agrippa’s knowledge of the truthfulness of the prophets and asked 

him if he believed.  Notice that Paul asked a direct question.  The gospel of Jesus is an 
invitation to either believe or to disbelieve. (Acts 26:26) 

o Agrippa rejected the gospel message in a caustic way. (Acts 26:28) 
o Paul expressed his desire for all who listened to experience the transforming power of the 

gospel.  When people reject our invitation to believe, it is important that they know we still 
desire them to experience God’s work in their life. (Acts 26:29) 

 
Acts 26:30-32 
Agrippa made his decision. 
 
o His decision was that there was no legal reason Paul should be held. 
o However, since Paul asked for his case to be appealed to Caesar, there was no other 

choice than to send him to Rome for trial. 
o This was not a legal answer; it was a political solution that absolved Festus of having to 

make a decision. 
 

K.E.Y. Truth 
 

A sovereign God can use for good what finite humanity intends for evil. 


