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Description:  K.E.Y. Bible Study introduces the essential biblical narratives, concepts, and themes, and teaches the student 
how to apply the message of the Bible to daily living.  Each teaching session is self-contained, which allows participants to join in 
the study at any time during the five years. 

 
Purpose: To teach the most significant events, passages, and doctrines of the Bible in a manner and using 

methods which encourage and empower the student to: 
     Keep the faith that we have received 
     Be Equipped to serve the Body of Christ 
     Become Yoked or connect with others for the purpose of ministry  

 
 

Substitutes Are Not The Second Team  
Acts 1:12-26 

August 26, 2015 
 
 

 
General Background 

	  
Luke, the author of the book of Acts, used a sequential or chronological model in the 
early portions of this book, just as he did when writing the Gospel account that bears 
his name.  In Luke 1:3-4, he wrote: 
 

3 Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated everything 
from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly 
account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 so that you may 
know the certainty of the things you have been taught.  

 
In Luke’s Gospel, he began by carefully describing in general terms (with some 
specific details) what happened in the fifty days between the resurrection and the day 
of Pentecost.  Although Acts 1 opens as if it is just a historical narrative, we also see 
the teaching and theological thread that Luke wanted his readers to grasp.  Luke 
wrote with an agenda as a follower of Jesus.  He desired that the readers know and 
experience the same spiritual reality he experienced. 
 

Specific Background for Acts 1:12-26 
 
The disciples, meaning the remaining eleven (after Judas’ defection and death) as 
well some unidentified followers, had seen Jesus ascend into the heavens after having 
been told not to leave Jerusalem.  Two men dressed in white spoke the final words 
they heard: 
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“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into 
the sky?  This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into 
heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into 
heaven.”  (Acts 1:11) 

 
The impact of the resurrection assured them of the need to obey, but it is evident that 
they did not understand what was to happen next.  Their mood may have been 
anxiously and cautiously optimistic. 
 

What Happened 
 
Acts 1:12:  Then they returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of 
Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk from the city. 
 
This walk would have been close to three quarters of a mile because Jews were only 
allowed to travel 2,000 cubits or steps.  The Mount of Olives was more a ridge than a 
single mountain and spanned between Bethany and the edge of Jerusalem.  This 
explains how Luke could describe the Ascension taking place in Bethany in his Gospel 
and on the Mount of Olives in Acts. 
 
Acts 1:13:  …they went upstairs… 
 
Upper rooms in Jerusalem were the preferred meeting rooms because they were 
above the crowd noise on the street.  Luke listed eleven of the twelve disciples he had 
listed in his Gospel.  He obviously left out Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Jesus and was 
now deceased.  Since the number twelve had such strong symbolic meaning to the 
Jewish community, the reader would have begun to wonder if the remaining disciple 
“position” would be filled.  A well-educated Gentile would have understood the 
significance of the number twelve to the Jewish community.  
 
Acts 1:14:  They all joined together constantly in prayer… 
 
Jesus prayed frequently, and his disciples prayed out of respect for Him even if they 
did not fully understand what they were praying for.  The women Luke mentioned are 
those who witnessed the reality of the resurrection.  The natural born sons of Mary 
and Joseph are now described as being followers, even though John 7:5 said they 
were not believers.  The fact they changed to followers after the resurrection is further 
evidence of the reality of the resurrection.  We know the names of some of his 
brothers:  Jude, James, and Simon are named in the Gospels. 
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Acts 1:15:  …Peter stood among the believers… 
 
It is evident that Peter was recognized as the leader of the disciples.  The 120 
probably included the eleven Apostles, the women, and the others that had followed 
Jesus during His early ministry. 
 
Acts 1:16-17:  …the Scripture had to be fulfilled… 
 
Peter reminded them that what had happened with the betrayal and death of Judas 
was not unexpected by God.  The apostles saw “fulfillment” in what we at times 
describe as “parallels between the Old Testament and the life of the Jesus.” 
 
Acts 1:18-19:  …Judas…fell headlong, his body burst open… 
 
This differs from what we read in Matthew’s Gospel of the death of Judas Iscariot. The 
issue of who bought the land where Judas was buried and how it was named may be 
easily reconciled.  The chief priests probably bought the potter's field in Judas' name 
with the thirty silver coins belonging to him, and the local Christians nicknamed it the 
"Field of Blood" because they felt it had been purchased with "blood money."  
However, the issue of how Judas died is difficult to reconcile. Matthew wrote that 
Judas “hanged himself” while Luke wrote that he “fell headlong.”   We do not know the 
specific details, but we are safe in saying, with Saint Augustine, that both may be right.  
(We will briefly explain a possible scenario in the class presentation.) 
 
Acts 1:20:  “It is written in the book of Psalms…” 
 
The best explanation of this verse is found at: 
http://www.freebiblecommentary.org/new_testament_studies/VOL03B/VOL03B_01.ht
ml. 
 
“These are two quotes from the Psalms.  The first is Ps. 69:25.  Originally it was plural.  
It functions as a curse formula related to Judas.  The second quote is from Ps. 109:8 
(LXX).  It provides the prophetic precedent for the replacement of Judas discussed in 
Acts 1:21-26.  Modern believers cannot reproduce this method of typological 
hermeneutics because none of us in this period of history are inspired.  The Spirit 
guided these Bible authors/scribes at a level He does not do for later believers.” 
 
Acts 1:21-26:  “Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have 
been with us the whole time….” 
 
Peter stated that it was necessary to select someone to take Judas’ place.  The 
disciples still saw the kingdom of Jesus as the new Israel.  Consequently, twelve 
leaders, like twelve tribes, would have been necessary.  After the day of Pentecost, 
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however, when members of the twelve died, they were never replaced.  The two 
primary qualifications for a “substitute” disciple were that he had followed Jesus (from 
the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist) and that he had been a witness to the 
resurrection.  The two who were qualified were Joseph, called Barsabbas (also known 
as Justus), and Matthias.  Having both a Greek name and Jewish name was quite 
common in the first century.  Because more detail is given regarding Justus, the 
reader assumes he would be chosen. 
 
The group prayed and then cast lots.  While there is great speculation over the 
method of casting lots, there can be no confusion as to the fact that they prayed first 
and had faith that God would lead in the casting lots process.  In the first century, it 
was not unusual to use a small open-top pottery jar with two small stones, each stone 
representing one man.  A person would shake the pottery jar, and the stone that came 
out first was considered the chosen one.  Matthias was the one chosen.  While we 
have very little scriptural information about him, tradition says that he was one of the 
seventy sent out in Luke 10 and died a martyr in Ethiopia.  Even though we do not 
know of anything Matthias did from the New Testament, he was not seen as having 
only secondary value.  This is the story of the twelve apostles.  This is the story of 
God, who was fully revealed in Jesus and lives in the lives of His followers.  
 

What Does It Mean and How Can I Apply It? 
 

Ü The work of Jesus goes on through those who have witnessed the reality of 
the resurrection.  As one who has been transformed by the resurrected 
Christ, I am empowered and commissioned to continue the ministry of 
Jesus. 


