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Description:  K.E.Y. Bible Study introduces the essential biblical narratives, concepts, and themes, and teaches the student 
how to apply the message of the Bible to daily living.  Each teaching session is self-contained, which allows participants to join in 
the study at any time during the five years. 

 
Purpose: To teach the most significant events, passages, and doctrines of the Bible in a manner and using 

methods which encourages and empowers the student to: 
     Keep the faith that we have received 
     Be Equipped to serve the Body of Christ 
     Become Yoked, or connect, with others for the purpose of ministry  

 
 

 
The Second Mission Strategy 

Acts 13:1-52 
December 9, 2015 

 
 
 

General Background 
 
Up to this point in Acts, the primary mission strategy has been the Matthew 28:18-20, “as you 
go” model:  the Christian leaders taught and evangelized people wherever they met them.  But 
in Acts 13, we have a subtle but significant shift.  The mission became a more intentional, “to 
the ends of the earth” strategy.  The events described in this chapter are the result of a 
missionary initiative.  The disciples are intentionally going to new locations for the specific 
purpose of doing mission work. 
 

When 
 
The events in Acts 13 occurred sometime between A.D. 45 and A.D. 48. 
 

Where 
 
Antioch of Syria is approximately 300 miles north of Jerusalem, and Cyprus is an island east 
of Antioch.  There are two different cities named Antioch.  Both cities play a role in this 
chapter.  The first one mentioned was in Syria, and the second city by this name was further 
to the north in Pisidia. 
 
You can find a map at:  http://www.biblestudy.org/maps/pauls-first-journey-map.html. 
 

What Happened 
 
Acts 13:1-12:  Paul and Barnabas Sent Out 
 

• Barnabas and Paul returned to Antioch of Syria from Jerusalem.  John Mark traveled 
with them to Antioch.  Jesus instructed His disciples to travel in pairs, and early 
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Christian leaders followed this instruction.  This was both for their safety and for 
moral/teaching content accountability. 

 
• Both teachers and prophets are mentioned in the church at Antioch.  Teachers 

instructed others in how to live and explained that the Old Testament was fulfilled in 
Jesus.  The prophet spoke at the prompting of the Holy Spirit, which was what we 
would call “anointed preaching” today.  Prophets usually spoke to condemn sin, to give 
hope and encouragement, or to call to action. 

 
• While the prophets and teachers in Antioch were worshipping and fasting, they were 

led by the Holy Spirit to set aside Barnabas and Paul.  To be “set apart” is similar to 
what we would identify as “called to missionary service.”  Fasting was done when 
expressing contrition for sin and in times of great expectation.  Luke made certain the 
readers understood that this was not merely a human strategy but direct instruction 
from the Holy Spirit. 

 
• Barnabas and Paul went to Salamis, the largest city on the island of Cyprus, 

ministered in the Jewish synagogues, and people came to faith.  The early missionary 
strategy involved going to the major population centers.  Apparently, John Mark went 
along with them more as an attendant than as a peer.  Barnabas was from Cyprus, 
and according to Acts 11:19, Christians had already preached there.  

 
• Paul confronted a Jewish sorcerer who opposed the work of the Gospel.  Sergius 

Paulus, a governor of a senatorial province, asked for Paul and Barnabas to be 
brought to him.  A sorcerer, Elymas, who is sometimes called Bar-Jesus, attempted to 
keep the governor (or proconsul) from believing.  Although Jews were forbidden to 
participate in sorcery, some did openly and others found ways to attempt to include 
magic in Judaism.  This occurs today as some attempt to combine Christianity with 
fortune telling and astrology.  In a dramatic encounter, Paul told Elymas that God’s 
judgment would be on him and that he would lose his sight.  When Elymas became 
blind, Sergius Paulus, who is described as being intelligent, came to faith.  While he 
was no doubt impressed with God’s judgment of blindness on Elymas, we are also told 
that Sergius Paulus was amazed at the teaching about the Lord. 

 
• To some extent, this was a defining moment.  After this, Paul became the leading 

missionary for the church.  His role in the conversion of Sergius Paulus would have 
become known quickly throughout Cyprus.  Because Paul was of Jewish ancestry and 
also a Roman citizen, he was uniquely equipped for ministry to the Gentiles.  However, 
the true source of his effectiveness was being filled with the Holy Spirit (v. 9). 

 
Acts 13:13-52:  In Pisidian Antioch - Major Event Divided into Three Narratives 
 
1. Acts 13:13-16a:  Introduction to The Event 
 

• It is evident that Paul is now seen as the leader.  This group was described as “Paul 
and his companions.” 
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• Paul and Barnabas traveled on to Perga, but John Mark returned to Jerusalem.  We 
are not told why John Mark did not go with them.  Later (Acts 15:37-39), Paul wrote 
that John Mark deserted them, but no further explanation was given.  Historically there 
have been three suggestions as to why John Mark deserted:  homesickness, the 
difficulty of the travel, and/or disappointment about the decreasing leadership role of 
Mark’s cousin, Barnabas. 

 
2. Acts 13:16b-41:  Paul Preached an Important and Model Sermon 
 

• In the synagogue, the rulers asked Paul if he had an encouraging word.  The Gospel is 
the most encouraging message.  Paul’s sermon has three primary ideas.  

 
• God worked through history choosing a people through whom God would provide a 

Savior.  Paul spoke to a Jewish audience, and he noted that while Israel was chosen, 
they were not superior to the other nations.  It is evident that God’s purpose was to 
bring a Savior instead of establishing a people of privilege. 

 
• Jesus was falsely condemned and crucified, but He arose from the dead.  Many 

witnesses saw Him after the resurrection.  Paul was explaining that this was not some 
type of “secret religion” that could not be verified.  Four things were taught in the early 
church regarding Jesus:  first, He was crucified until fully dead; second, He was buried 
in the tomb; third, He was resurrected from the grave; and fourth, there were many 
witnesses to the resurrected Jesus. 

 
• Through believing in Jesus, we are forgiven and justified.  Paul warned them that 

rejecting Jesus meant disregarding the prophets.  They were invited to experience 
forgiveness and to be justified (v. 38). 

 
3. Acts 13:42-52.  The Response of the People Described 
 

• Large crowds gathered the next Sabbath to hear Paul preach or teach.  When Paul 
preached, he gave people time to ask questions and to think about the decisions they 
were making.  While some of the religious Jews resented the message, Gentiles were 
honored to hear the word of the Lord. 
 

• Paul and Barnabas were forced to leave due to persecution.  Yet, they did not leave 
defeated:  And the disciples were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit (v. 52). 

 
 

K.E.Y. Idea 
 
Through Jesus Christ, all people can be forgiven and justified before God.  
 

 


