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Description:  K.E.Y. Bible Study introduces the essential biblical narratives, concepts, and themes, and teaches the student how 
to apply the message of the Bible to daily living.  Each teaching session is self-contained, which allows participants to join in the 
study at any time during the five years. 
 

Purpose: To teach the most significant events, passages, and doctrines of the Bible in a manner and using 
methods which encourages and empowers the student to: 
     Keep the faith that we have received 
     Be Equipped to serve the Body of Christ 
     Become Yoked, or connect, with others for the purpose of ministry  

 
 
 

The Great Commission Applied 
Acts 8:4-40 

October 21, 2015 
 
 

 
General Background 

 
To first-century Gentiles, the Christian faith appeared to be a Jewish sect or cult.  The story of 
Jesus appeared to assume that His followers not only had knowledge of the Old Testament but 
also needed to be descendants of Abraham.  Yet, the book of Acts is written to a Gentile, 
Theophilus.   In this chapter, Luke began to show that the good news of Jesus was also for non-
Jews.  The book of Acts was written several years before the Gospel of John. By the end of the 
first century many Gentile Christians would have been more familiar with the book of Acts than 
had ever heard or read John 3:16. The truth that God so loved the world is not only spoken by 
Jesus, it is written into the historical narrative of the early church. 
 

When 
 
This event occurred sometime between 34 A.D. and 40 A.D. 
 

Where 
 

The first section of this occurs in Jerusalem, the second in Samaria, and the third in on the road 
to Gaza.  
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What Happened 

 
Acts 8:1-3 
1 And Saul was there, giving approval to his death. On that day a great persecution broke out 
against the church at Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and 
Samaria.  2 Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him.  3 But Saul began to destroy 
the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off men and women and put them in prison. 
 
Stephen’s stoning signified the beginning of intense persecution of the Christians in Jerusalem.   Luke 
carefully chose the word “scattered” as it related to sowing seeds.  The analogy of planting seeds is a key 
concept in kingdom thought. 
 
Acts 8:4-8 
4 Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went.  5 Philip went down to a 
city in Samaria and proclaimed the Christ there.  6 When the crowds heard Philip and saw the 
miraculous signs he did, they all paid close attention to what he said.  7 With shrieks, evil spirits 
came out of many, and many paralytics and cripples were healed.  8 So there was great joy in that 
city. 
 
Philip is one of the seven chosen in in Acts 6.  He was a Greek-speaking Jew and went to Samaria and 
preached.  The text states that he “went down” which on the map is describing going north.  In the Bible 
you always “go up to Jerusalem” and “down from Jerusalem” regardless of direction.  Jews and the 
Samaritans were social and religious enemies.  The Jews considered Samaritans a mixed race, and the 
Samaritans frequently pointed out the Jews own racial impurity.  Jews and Samaritans had separate holy 
locations.  The Samaritans saw themselves as a persecuted minority.  Philip proclaimed Jesus and was 
an instrument of God doing miraculous signs.  When Jesus was proclaimed and evil was cast out, there 
was joy.  Taking the gospel to the Samaritans may have been seen as a very radical step by some of the 
early followers of Jesus. 
 
 
Acts 8:9-13 
9 Now for some time a man named Simon had practiced sorcery in the city and amazed all the 
people of Samaria.  He boasted that he was someone great, 10 and all the people, both high and 
low, gave him their attention and exclaimed, “This man is the divine power known as the Great 
Power.”  11 They followed him because he had amazed them for a long time with his magic.  12 
But when they believed Philip as he preached the good news of the kingdom of God and the name 
of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.  13 Simon himself believed and was 
baptized.  And he followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and miracles he saw. 
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Simon was a sorcerer, and sorcerers almost always had a following.  Magicians were assumed to have 
some connection to spiritual power and were not thought of as entertainers but as religious leaders.  It 
was not unusual for sorcerers to claim to be divine.  This man may be Simon Magus, who later caused 
division and dissension in the early church. In later Christian writings, he is identified as the founder of 
post-Christian Gnosticism, a dualist religious sect advocating salvation through secret knowledge.  While 
the Scripture clearly states Simon believed and was baptized, his actions do not give evidence that he is 
a believer.  The evidence of the presence of God in our life is not power to do the super natural but power 
to practice the fruit of the Spirit. 
 
Acts 8:14-16 
14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent 
Peter and John to them.  15 When they arrived, they prayed for them that they might receive the 
Holy Spirit, 16 because the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them; they had simply been 
baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus. 
 
The church leaders recognized the need to take the gospel outside Jerusalem. 
 
Acts 8:17 
Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 
 
While the laying on of hands for the receiving of the Holy Spirit does not appear to be normative, the 
reason for this method is not explained.  This passage is not necessarily teaching the requirement of 
laying on hands.  Rather, it is more about the sequence for the receiving of the Holy Spirit.  It is 
repentance, receiving salvation, and filling of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Acts 8:18-20 
8 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered 
them money 19 and said, “Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may 
receive the Holy Spirit.”  20 Peter answered: “May your money perish with you, because you 
thought you could buy the gift of God with money!” 
 
Simon was attracted to the preaching of Peter because of the exhibition of power rather than because of 
the truth of the message.  Peter’s message was that Jesus was the promised Messiah who died and rose 
again. 
 
Acts 8:21-23 
21 “You have no part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not right before God.  22 
Repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord.  Perhaps he will forgive you for having such a 
thought in your heart.  23 For I see that you are full of bitterness and captive to sin.” 
 
Peter’s reply was strong and forceful:  he called for repentance and told Simon of the possibility of 
forgiveness.  Peter also described Simon’s inner motivation was bitterness resulting from captivity to sin.  
 
Acts 8:24-25 
24 Then Simon answered, “Pray to the Lord for me so that nothing you have said may happen to 
me.”  25 When they had testified and proclaimed the word of the Lord, Peter and John returned to 
Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many Samaritan villages. 
 
There is no evidence of repentance, only a desire to miss the consequences.  Peter and John returned to 
Jerusalem and preached in many Samaritan villages along the way. 
 
Acts 8:26 
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Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down 
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 
 
An angel or messenger from God instructed Philip to take the gospel to new places.  Our God is a 
missionary God.  
 
Acts 8:27-28 (through 8:40) 
27 So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge 
of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians.  This man had gone to Jerusalem to 
worship, 28 and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet. 
 
A eunuch was a term that occasionally was used to describe foreign officials.  However, most of the time, 
the term described men who had been castrated, either voluntarily or by force.  These men were often 
used to guard and protect important female royalty when they were dressing or bathing.  But in the 
Jewish community, castration would have kept a man from being accepted as a contributing member of 
the society and religious participant.  Note the following actions and their sequence: 
 
• The man had been to Jerusalem to worship and was probably considering Jewish conversion.  (an 

open heart) 
• The Spirit told Philip to go to him.  (God led) 
• Philip asked if he understood the Scripture he was reading.  (question and answer, not lecture) 
• The man asked Philip to explain the Scripture to him. 
• Philip explained that the passage was talking about Jesus.  (focused on Jesus) 
• The eunuch asked to be baptized. 
• Philip baptized him, and the eunuch is immediately filled with the Spirit.   (immediate, not a second 

experience) 
• The eunuch went his way rejoicing.  (ended with joy) 
 

K.E.Y. Truth 
 
The gospel of Jesus Christ is for all people. 


