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Description:  K.E.Y. Bible Study introduces the essential biblical narratives, concepts, and themes, and teaches the student 
how to apply the message of the Bible to daily living.  Each teaching session is self-contained, which allows participants to join in 
the study at any time during the five years. 

 
Purpose: To teach the most significant events, passages, and doctrines of the Bible in a manner and using 

methods which encourages and empowers the student to: 
     Keep the faith that we have received 
     Be Equipped to serve the Body of Christ 
     Become Yoked, or connect, with others for the purpose of ministry  

 
 
 

Salvation Is About Dramatic Change Not Traumatic Experience 
Acts 9:1-31 

October 28, 2015 
 
 

 
General Background 

 
The Apostle Paul wrote 13 of the 27 books of the New Testament, approximately one 
third of the word volume.  While the Bible is the Word of God, He used human 
instruments to write it.  The personalities of those whom God used to write were not 
overridden or denied but were divinely used to bring us God’s Word.  Knowing Paul’s 
faith experience helps us to appreciate Paul’s personality.  It also can help us to 
understand what he wrote.   
 
In Acts, we have three accounts of Paul’s conversion experience.  They are not 
contradictory but complementary.  In addition to the account described in this session, 
Acts 22 and Acts 26 also provide some additional details of Paul’s conversion.  Luke, 
the writer of Acts, provides these three accounts not only to help us understand Paul 
but also to show that the gospel is for all people.  Paul was a persecutor of Christians, 
a legalistic Jew by race, and Roman by citizenship.  If anyone was an unlikely 
candidate to be a Christian and minister of the gospel, it was Paul.  If Paul could find 
hope in Jesus, then anyone one could. 
 

When 
 
These events occurred sometime between 34 A.D. and 40 A.D. 
 

Where 
 
Most of the action occurred on the road to Damascus and in the city of Damascus, 
which is approximately 130 miles northeast of Jerusalem. 
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What Happened 
 
Saul Aggressively Pursued and Persecuted the Followers of Jesus (Acts 9:1-2) 

 
1 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord's 
disciples.  He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the 
synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the 
Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem.  
 
• v. 1:  After Stephen was stoned, persecution of the Christians began to accelerate.  

This persecution provided the opportunity for the gospel to be taken into the 
Gentile areas. Saul would become the primary missionary to the Gentiles.  The 
adjective “murderous” lets the reader know that these were not idle threats. 

• v. 2:  The Roman government had given a small measure of authority to the 
Sanhedrin to conduct and control events in the synagogues or related to Jewish 
life in the Roman Empire.  Judaism was one of the recognized, legal religions of 
the Greco-Roman world.  These “letters” apparently gave the Sanhedrin the right 
to extradite the Jewish Christians who had fled Jerusalem in the face of the Jewish 
persecution.  The Christians continued to attend the Jewish synagogues; they 
were not attempting to break away from Judaism but saw themselves as 
continuing or fulfilling true Judaism.  Luke called the Christian faith “the Way” which 
referred to the path to God.  Since Jesus fully reveals the nature and character of 
God, and provides the opportunity to have a relationship with God, it is easy to 
understand why Christians were called “people of the Way.” 

 
Saul Experienced an Encounter with The Resurrected Jesus While Traveling  

To Damascus (Acts 9:3-19a) 
 
3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed 
around him.  4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, Saul, 
why do you persecute me?"  
 
5 "Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked.  "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," 
he replied.  6 "Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you 
must do."  
 
7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but 
did not see anyone.  8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his 
eyes he could see nothing.  So they led him by the hand into Damascus.  9 For 
three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything.  
 
10 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias.  The Lord called to him in 
a vision, "Ananias!"  "Yes, Lord," he answered.  11 The Lord told him, "Go to the 
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house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, 
for he is praying.  12 In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and 
place his hands on him to restore his sight." 
 
13 "Lord," Ananias answered, "I have heard many reports about this man and all 
the harm he has done to your saints in Jerusalem.  14 And he has come here 
with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name."  
 
15 But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go!  This man is my chosen instrument to 
carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of 
Israel.  16 I will show him how much he must suffer for my name." 
 
17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it.  Placing his hands on Saul, 
he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord-Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you 
were coming here-has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the 
Holy Spirit."  18 Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul's eyes, and he 
could see again.  He got up and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he 
regained his strength. 
 
• v. 3:  Damascus, a town with a significant Jewish population, was approximately 

150 miles from Jerusalem (a minimum of a six-day journey). 
• v. 3-6:  Light was a symbol of truth in most cultures, and it is a symbol of God in 

the Bible. No doubt Saul was familiar with visions, but the last thing he would have 
expected to hear was “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting”, as he believed that 
Jesus was dead.  There is some similarity between this experience and the 
transfiguration in Matthew 17.  Since Saul heard his own name, he responded by 
asking the identity of the one speaking to him. Saul fully believed that Jesus was 
dead.  Saul was instructed to go to into Damascus. 

• v. 8:  While Saul could walk, he could not see so his fellow travelers led him by the 
hand. These men were witnesses to what happened.  Knowing that there were 
witnesses was important both to the Roman and Jewish readers. They heard the 
sound of the voice, but did not understand what the voice was saying. 

• v. 10:  Ananias was a Jewish follower of Jesus who lived in Damascus.  God 
called to Ananias in a vision.  God had prepared Ananias by means of a vision to 
receive, restore, and affirm Saul (who later became Paul).  Ananias told his 
concerns to God about Saul’s reputation.  Ananias’ vision was just as important as 
Saul’s encounter for the first-century reader.  It was revolutionary for God to say 
the message of Jesus was for Gentiles as well as Jews.  You will not understand 
the passion of Romans 9-11 without understanding Ananias’ vision. 

• v. 15:  This conversion story is not only about Saul; it is also about God’s mission 
to the Gentiles.  Part of the on-going theme of Acts is that the gospel is for all 
people. 
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• v. 17:  According to tradition, Ananias was a highly respected man in Damascus 
and later became the Bishop of Damascus.  It was very significant that Ananias 
called Saul “brother.” 

• v. 18:  This was not only the end of his physical blindness, but it was also the end 
of spiritual blindness.  Regaining his sight was a physical sign to Saul, and his 
baptism was a physical sign to others.   

 
Saul Continued to Stay in Damascus for A Few Days (Acts 9:19b-21) 

 
(19) Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus.  20 At once he 
began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God.  21 All those 
who heard him were astonished and asked, "Isn't he the man who raised havoc 
in Jerusalem among those who call on this name? And hasn't he come here to 
take them as prisoners to the chief priests?"  
 
• v. 20:  It was not unusual for Christians to be able to speak in synagogues, 

especially in areas away from Jerusalem.  The preaching would have been more of 
a dialogue than monologue.  His preaching was not just that Jesus was the 
Messiah but also that Jesus was the Son of God, which meant all of humanity was 
accountable to him.  This is the message that would also be given to the Gentiles. 

• v. 21:  There was continued suspicion of Saul’s motives, and these concerns 
probably followed Saul for years.  The emphasis was on the change in the way he 
lived rather than the details of what occurred on the road to Damascus. 

 
Saul Was Forced Out of Damascus by Jews Who Were Threatening  

To Kill Him (Acts 9:22-26) 
 
22 Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews living in 
Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Christ.  23 After many days had gone by, 
the Jews conspired to kill him, 24 but Saul learned of their plan.  Day and night 
they kept close watch on the city gates in order to kill him.  25 But his followers 
took him by night and lowered him in a basket through an opening in the wall.  
26 When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they were all 
afraid of him, not believing that he really was a disciple.  
 
• v. 22:  Saul’s testimony and intellect made him a threat to the Jewish status quo.  

Just as Saul was angered and threatened by the gospel prior to being Christian, 
now his fellow Jews were angry about his acceptance of the gospel.  He very 
quickly developed a following, but there is never evidence that he tried to 
manipulate his followers.  Instead, he pointed them to Jesus.  

 



 

K.E.Y. Bible Study 
 

 

 
 
 

K.E.Y. Bible Study (2015-2016) 
Dawson Family of Faith 

Gary Fenton 

• v. 25:  His friends helped him escape.  Although Saul’s conversion was 
miraculous, he was never described as a miracle worker.  His survival depended 
on acts of courage by his friends. 

 
Saul Returns to Jerusalem Hoping to Join with The Disciples but Soon Returned 

to His Home City of Tarsus (Acts 9:27-30) 
 
27 But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles.  He told them how 
Saul on his journey had seen the Lord and that the Lord had spoken to him, and 
how in Damascus he had preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus.  28 So Saul 
stayed with them and moved about freely in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the 
name of the Lord.  29 He talked and debated with the Grecian Jews, but they 
tried to kill him.  30 When the brothers learned of this, they took him down to 
Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus. 
 
• v. 27:  The local Jerusalem Christians feared Saul but Barnabas defended him and 

became his chief advocate. 
• v. 29:  Luke noted that the Greek-speaking Jews opposed him strongly.  Saul was 

fully Jewish but also fully understood the Greek language and culture. 
• v. 30:  His Christian friends sent him to Tarsus for his safety.  
 

The Christians in Judea, Galilee, And Samaria Experienced Peace and Were 
Strengthened and Encouraged by The Holy Spirit (Acts 9:31) 

 
31 Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of 
peace. It was strengthened; and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it grew in 
numbers, living in the fear of the Lord. 
 
• This may be explained by the fact that the anger and passion of Saul was no 

longer fueling the persecution of Christians; and, since Saul was no longer in 
Jerusalem, there was no anger toward him.  Also at about this time, the Roman 
emperor Caligula required his image to be placed in the temple.  As a result, 
Jewish anger was redirected at the Romans instead of the Christians. 

 
K.E.Y Application 

 
God transforms our hearts and our character so we can be messengers and 
instruments, who give evidence to God’s reconciling and redemptive love revealed in 
Jesus.  
 
 


