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Description:  K.E.Y. Bible Study introduces the essential biblical narratives, concepts, and themes, and teaches the student how 
to apply the message of the Bible to daily living.  Each teaching session is self-contained, which allows participants to join in the 
study at any time during the five years. 

 
Purpose: To teach the most significant events, passages, and doctrines of the Bible in a manner and using 

methods which encourages and empowers the student to: 
     Keep the faith that we have received 
     Be Equipped to serve the Body of Christ 
     Become Yoked, or connect, with others for the purpose of ministry  

 

Social Work Was Intended To Be Christian Ministry 
September 16, 2015 

Acts 3:1-26 
 
 
 

General Background 
 
Abstract ideas that are not supported by concrete examples or evidence are rarely believed.  In 
Acts, Luke wrote that on the Day of Pentecost God’s Spirit came and began residing in the 
hearts of some individuals.  This sounds like an abstract idea because God is “Spirit”, and 
“spirit” by its very nature is intangible.  In this chapter, Luke gave evidence of the presence of 
the Holy Spirit in the lives of people.  He described what they did and how they lived as a result 
of God’s Spirit living in them. 
 
In the concluding verses of Acts 2, Luke provided a brief general list of the kind of things the 
early Spirit-filled church did.  He provided concrete examples in Acts 3.  The events described in 
the next several chapters are not necessarily in chronological order.  While these accounts are 
historically accurate, they should be understood as illustrations of the presence of God dwelling 
in the followers of Jesus. 
 
Although we do not know the exact date of the events in Acts 3, it was most likely relatively 
soon after the Day of Pentecost, approximately 30 A.D.  
 

What Happened 
 

Acts 3:1:  One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer—at 
three in the afternoon. 

• Jesus’ followers correctly understood that following Him did not mean breaking away from 
their Jewish faith but fulfilling it.  They continued to participate in activities at the temple, 
which included observing the Jewish hours of prayer at 9:00 a.m., 12:00 noon, and 3:00 
p.m. daily. 

• These prayer times were not originally designed as rules.  However, by the first century, 
they had become a legalistic requirement for many.  The Christians continued to observe 
the prayer times, not as a rule but as meaningful tools of disciplined prayer.  We do not need 
to reject good practices simply because some have either misused them or made them 
rules.  Rituals are dangerous when the motive is wrong, but they can become beautiful with 
a right heart. 
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Acts 3:2:  Now a man crippled from birth was carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, 
where he was put every day to beg. 

• Giving to the poor was a requirement for Jews, not only a virtue.  Usually money was 
collected weekly at the temple to be distributed to the needy.  However, many beggars 
stayed near the temple area believing they would be more likely to receive donations there 
than at other places in the city.  If it was found that a person was begging under false 
pretenses, they were removed. Many of the beggars did not plead; they simply asked 
allowing God to work in the hearts of the donors. 

Acts 3:3-5:  3 When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money.  4 
Peter looked straight at him, as did John.  Then Peter said, “Look at us!”  5 So the man 
gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them. 
 
• Peter looked directly at the man and commanded him to look at Peter and John.  Most 

people did not make eye contact with beggars, as often giving to the needy is very 
impersonal.   Peter wanted this to be a personal, direct conversation. 

 
Acts 3:6:  Then Peter said, “Silver and gold I do not have, in the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, walk. ” 

 
• The disciples said they did not have money.  Most of us could not say that today. 
• The disciples quickly healed him without making a spectacle of it. 
• While we have no record of John saying anything, his presence was a factor because 

events like this always needed a witness.  John was still alive at the time this was written.  
Theophilus could have tried to corroborate this story.  Luke provided many names in Acts to 
indicate there were witnesses to the events he recorded.  Miracles were verifiable, not 
exploitative.  In Luke’s Gospel after Jesus began preaching, he performed signs and 
wonders, which give validity to His claims and proclaimed the kingdom of God. The same 
pattern occurs in the lives of the disciples.  The church is continuing the mission and 
message of Jesus. 

 
Acts 3:7-8:  Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly the man’s feet 
and ankles became strong.  8 He jumped to his feet and began to walk.  Then he went 
with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and praising God.   
 
• Luke provided specific physical details, such as, right hand, feet, ankles, jumped, stood, and 

walked.  He wrote from a physician’s perspective:  Peter took his hand and pulled him up.   
• Luke wrote that the man began praising God.  Praise to and for God is the first response to 

healing rather than self-centered happiness. 
 
Acts 3:9-10:  When all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10 they recognized 
him as the same man who used to sit begging at the temple gate called Beautiful, and 
they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.  
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• The response is very similar to the reaction on the Day of Pentecost.  Signs and wonders 
point to God.  The joy in the 1st century church is remarkably absent in the 21st century 
church.  We give more attention to what we want God to do rather than what He has done. 

 
Acts 3:11:  While the beggar held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished 
and came running to them in the place called Solomon’s Colonnade. 
 
• The healing did not make him spiritually whole.  It appears that his first response was to 

worship those who brought the healing.  Luke does not teach us that Peter and John were 
innately healers, only that they were instruments at that moment for healing. 

 
Acts 3:12(-26):  When Peter saw this, he said to them:  “Men of Israel, why does this 
surprise you?  Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made 
this man walk?” 
 
• Peter interpreted what happened similar to the way he did on the Day of Pentecost.  Much 

of preaching is interpreting the reality in light of the revelation of Jesus.  Most likely, the style 
of preaching was more dialogue than monologue.  Below are the key components of Peter’s 
sermon: 

 
• The God of Jesus was the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Luke wanted his 

audience to know that Jesus was not a new idea but the continuation of the God of the 
Old Testament. 

• Jesus was crucified.  Early preaching stressed the injustice of the cross.  The key 
phrase is in Acts 3:14:  “You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a 
murderer be released to you.” 

• Jesus was resurrected.  The cross and resurrection were always proclaimed together.  
Leaving out the cross neglects the sin of man, and leaving out the resurrection avoids 
the hope of God.  Gospel preaching is both judgment and hope.  The people acted as a 
result of ignorance, not innocence. 

• Repent for your sins to be removed.  Repentance is an action, not an emotion.  
• Jesus was the fulfillment of the Old Testament and would return. To reject the 

message of Jesus is to reject the message of the prophets, which is to reject God. 
• God’s promise was and is through the Jews.  Although Peter was preaching to a 

Jewish audience, he reminded them that all people would be blessed through the 
promise to the Jews.  God’s choosing is always about both responsibility and privilege.  
God’s people are to be both a holy people and a missionary people. 

 
It is important to remember that this sermon is a response to meeting physical need through 
healing. 
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We are to meet human need in the name of Jesus.  Then, we are to proclaim and interpret what 
happened by telling of God’s redemptive action in the world through Jesus.  


