
Portraits That Still Speak 

Genesis 14:17-24 

 “After his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him, the king of 
Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King's Valley). 18 And Melchizedek 
king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was priest of God Most High.) 19 And he blessed him 
and said, 

“Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Possessor[a] of heaven and earth; 0 and blessed be God Most 
High, who has delivered your enemies into your hand!” 

And Abram gave him a tenth of everything. 21 And the king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the 
persons, but take the goods for yourself.” 22 But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have lifted my 
hand[b] to the Lord, God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth, 23 that I would not take a thread or a 
sandal strap or anything that is yours, lest you should say, ‘I have made Abram rich.’ 24 I will take 
nothing but what the young men have eaten, and the share of the men who went with me. Let Aner, 
Eshcol, and Mamre take their share.”      Genesis 14:17-24 

1. The King of Sodom: A Portrait of the World’s Standards 

2. Abram: A Portrait of Godly Integrity 

“Oh, but he was a tight-fisted hand at the grindstone, Scrooge! A squeezing, wrenching, 
grasping, scraping, clutching, covetous old sinner! Hard and sharp as flint…secret, and self-
contained, and solitary as an oyster.”   -Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol 

3. Melchizedek: A Portrait of the Man Who Overcame the World 

“For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met Abraham returning 
from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 2 and to him Abraham apportioned a tenth 
part of everything. He is first, by translation of his name, king of righteousness, and then he is 
also king of Salem, that is, king of peace. 3 He is without father or mother or genealogy, having 
neither beginning of days nor end of life, but resembling the Son of God he continues a priest 
forever.”  Hebrews 7:1-3 
 
14 For it is evident that our Lord was descended from Judah, and in connection with that tribe 
Moses said nothing about priests. 15 This becomes even more evident when another priest 
arises in the likeness of Melchizedek, 16 who has become a priest, not on the basis of a legal 
requirement concerning bodily descent, but by the power of an indestructible life. 17 For it is 
witnessed of him, 

“You are a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.”    Hebrews 7:14-17 

 

 


