
March 15, 2026 
The Servant King 

John 13:1–20;31–35 
 

This week, Dr. David Eldridge continued the series from the Gospel of John.  
 

GOING DEEPER:  
 

• This story from the Upper Room discourse (John 13–17) begins with a dramatic object 
lesson. With a towel in His hand, our Savior displays our call to be His servants. The King 
of Kings and Lord of Lords shows us the very heart of God. The One who possesses all 
authority stooped to serve. What do you notice about the story as you read the Gospel 
of John 13:1–9? What details do you see in your mind’s eye? 
 

• Jesus rebuked Peter’s sense of propriety and pride at the thought of Jesus washing his 
feet. In that moment, Jesus made it clear that no one belongs to Him unless He washes 
them clean (John 13:8). Jesus is speaking of being cleansed from something far deeper 
than the dusty grime of this world. He is talking about being cleansed from our sin. We 
must humble ourselves and allow Jesus’ blood to wash away our sins. He did not leave 
anything for us to do, pick up, or earn; Jesus paid it all. What is your response to Jesus’ 
sacrifice for you? How does understanding the deeper meaning of this passage call you 
to walk more closely with Jesus in the coming week? What do you need to do to create 
more time for prayer, reflection, and study of Jesus’ words from this passage? 
 

• Pastor David emphasized that once we have been cleansed by Jesus, we are called to 
live like Him. The grace we receive from Him becomes the pattern we follow (John 
13:14–15). Our Savior’s example inspires us and shows us the way to be faithful in our 
homes, our schools, our workplaces, and our neighborhoods. Are you looking for ways to 
put the example of Jesus into practice? How can you choose humility in your 
relationships instead of always needing to be right or win an argument? How can you 
choose more words that build others up and fewer words that tear others down? How are 
you choosing integrity in your business ventures and in your workplace? 
 

• Following Jesus, our Servant King, is not flashy; instead, it is the humble faithfulness we 
exhibit in the everyday moments of our lives. Are you overlooking these ordinary ways 
you can serve others by focusing only on big “things” to do for God? Are you willing to 
take up the basin and the towel each day in the coming week? How can you choose to 
live right here and right now in what Eugene Peterson called a "Long Obedience in the 
Same Direction"? 
 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:  
 

• To view past sermons, please click here.  
 

The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the LORD 
turn his face toward you and give you peace. Numbers 6:24–26 
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