DPM
SS LEADERSHIP CURRICULUM
FALL 2020

“GOD MADE THE WORLD
AND EVERYTHING IN IT.”
ACTS 17:24
1

B & C Divisions Curriculum Overview
Unit
Fall Unit 1
8/23 - 9/13

Fall Unit 2
9/20 - 10/11

Bible Focus

Bible Thought
“God made the world and everything in it.”

God Made the World

Acts 17:24

“We are God’s masterpiece.
He created us to do good things.”

Noah

Ephesians 2:10

Fall Unit 3
10/18 - 11/15

God’s People Make
Good Choices

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind and
with all your strength.”
Mark 12:30

Fall Unit 4
11/22

Fall Unit 5
11/29 -- 12/20

Give Thanks to God

“Give thanks to the Lord for He is good.
His love endures forever.”
Psalm 118:1

“God loved us and sent His Son.”

God’s Son, Jesus,
is Born

1 John 4:10
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Fall Unit 1
WEEKS OF:
August 23 - September 13
BIBLE FOCUS:
God Made the World
BIBLE VERSE:
“God made the world
and everything in it.” Acts 17:24
BOTTOM LINE:
I can thank God for all the good things He has made.

Unit Goals: Children will learn...
God made the world and everything in it.
• Everything God made is good.
• We can thank God for the world He made.
• God made people. God made you and me.
• Everything God made praises Him.
•

Sunday

Bible Story

Aug. 23

God Made the World
Genesis 1:1-19

Music

Unit Bible Verse Song:
“God Made the World”

Aug. 30

God Made Animals
Genesis 1:20-25

•
•
•

Sept. 6

God Made People
Genesis 1:26-31; 2:7-23; 3:20

•
•

Sept. 13

God Loves Adam & Eve
Genesis 1:16-17; 3
3

•
•

Other Suggested Songs:
This is my Father’s World
Look Who God Made
God Made You and God
Made Me
What a Wonderful World
He’s Got the Whole World
in His Hands
The Animal Song
Who Made the Animals

God Made the World

Lesson 123
August

Bible Story
Genesis 1:1-19

Teacher Challenge
Notice how the little ones in your class are absorbed
in and intent on the things they are doing. They
learn—and live—with everything they’ve got! Children are a great example of Ecclesiastes 9:10: “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might.”
This amazing, wonderful ability to learn and live to
our fullest potential was created in us by God and is
a reminder that we are created in His image!
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 When have you been awed by God’s creative wonder?
 What abilities has He given you that you can thank Him for?
As you tell the story of creation, imagine yourself hearing it for the very first time. Children may not
remember the details of the story, but they will thrill at the many stars, plants and animals that God
spoke into being! Encourage them to turn their pleasure in what God created into thankfulness for all
He has done.
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reinforcing the Monthly Bible Verse (Acts
17:24), the Monthly Bottom Line (I can thank
God for all the good things He has made),
and the Unit Goals listed on the Fall Unit 1
Overview Sheet.

Taken from Gospel Light’s Growing with God, Lesson 1, pages 33-39
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Listen to Learn

Lesson 123
August

Genesis 1:1-19

Collect

Bible, Bible Story 1 pictures from God’s Story for
Me Poster Pack #2, Preschool Music #2 DVD or CD
and player.

Greet Each Other

Begin the activity by naming something God
made. God made trees. Guide children to put
their arms above their head like branches.
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Invite a volunteer to name something God made
and to make a motion to represent the item. (It’s okay if
children name items not mentioned in today’s Bible story.) Other children
imitate the action. After each imitation say, God made the world and everything in it!

de.

Tell the Story

Open your Bible to Genesis 1. Tell the story using the pictured motions (keywords in bold) or show
Bible Story 1 pictures.
What is something small that God made? What is something big that God made? Listen to
hear about when God made everything in the world.
In the beginning, there were no tall trees. No flowers. No warm sunshine. There were no animals and
no people! Everything was dark.
But God was here. And this is what God did.
First, God said, “Let there be light.” And just like that—there was light! God called
the light daytime. God made the daytime for working and playing.
God made our world dark part of the time. God called the quiet dark nighttime. God
made nighttime for sleeping.
Next, God made the sky. He put this beautiful sky up, up, up high, bright and blue.
God made lots of fluffy, puffy white clouds to float in the beautiful blue sky.
Next, God took all the water and put some here and some there until the world had
oceans, lakes and rivers full of water.
And between the water was the dry land. God made tall, tall mountains, little round
hills and low flat places, too.
God said, “Let grass and trees and flowers grow.” And they did! Soft green grass,
tall, tall trees, tiny plants, fruit trees and berry bushes, vegetables and flowers all
began to grow. But that’s not all God made!
God made special lights—the bright warm sun to shine in the daytime and the
moon and the stars to shine at night.
God made everything in our wonderful world. God is SO great!
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Lesson 23
1
August

Talk About the Story

What are some of the things God made? (Trees. Daytime. Nighttime. Water. Growing things.) God
made the world and everything in it. I’m thankful that God made the world. What would you
like to thank God for making? Children respond. What are some ways we can show our thanks
to God? (Pray to God. Sing songs about the good things God made.)

Sing to God

Let’s sing a song about something wonderful God did. Lead children in singing “God Made the
World” (on DVD or track 2 on CD). God made the world and everything in it. What is something
you’re thankful God made?

Hear and Say God’s Word

Holding your Bible open to Acts 17:24, say verse aloud. I’m glad that God made our wonderful
world. We can thank God for the world and everything in it. Let’s show our thanks to God
by saying the words to our Bible verse. Lead children in saying the Bible verse in the following
manner: When children say the words “God made the world,” they clap their hands on each syllable.
When children say the words “and everything in it,” they tap their knees on each syllable. Repeat as
time allows.

Pray to God

If you’d like to thank God for something
He made, stand up. One at a time, children
who stand tell you the items for which they
want to thank God. Patrick, you can pray,
“Thank You, God, for apples.” If a child
forgets, simply say the words for him or her.

Option: On a large sheet of paper, print the
words, “God made.” As children name things
God made, print children’s responses on
paper. Display paper where parents can read
it when children are dismissed.

Praise to God

Invite children to join in doing the motions for this poem:
God made the twinkling stars.
He made the moon so bright
To tell us when it’s time to rest each night.
God made the day and night
To show His love and care;
So when I play and when I sleep,
I know that God is there.
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God Made Animals

Lesson 230
August

Bible Story

Genesis 1:20-25

Teacher Challenge
God gave us the story of creation in His Word, and He
wrote it in the Earth itself. God had a plan that He set
into motion, and all life from the swelling bud to the
newborn babe is His doing. And God proclaimed that
all of His creation was very good!

 What do you love about the world God has made?
What about it worries you?
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 Why not share your concerns with the Creator Himself? Trust Him to
care for the world He made—and do your part!

We never need to worry about night or day not coming, or suddenly having no summer and living in a
cold winter forever. God set an order and rhythm to our world that everyone depends on. Pause now to
thank God for His dependability and His never-ending love for you. Thank Him for the joy of living in
and enjoying the beautiful world He created. Let the children you teach hear you thank God often for
the people and things around you.

Teacher’s Planning
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17:24), the Monthly Bottom Line (I can thank
God for all the good things He has made),
and the Unit Goals listed on the Fall Unit 1
Overview Sheet.

Taken from Gospel Light’s Growing with God, Lesson 2, pages 41-47
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Listen to Learn

Lesson 230
August

Genesis 1:20-25

Collect

Bible, Bible Story 2 pictures from God’s Story for Me
Poster Pack #2, Preschool Music #2 DVD or CD and
player, toy animals, large sheet of paper, marker.

Greet Each Other
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Children sit in a circle. Hold a toy animal and say,
I’m going to give the (horse) to someone who
is wearing a yellow shirt. After children identify
d for all the good thimade.
ngs He has made.
the child you have described, hand the horse to the
child. Then select a different toy animal and say, I’m
going to give the (pig) to someone who is wearing a
red shirt and blue jeans. Continue activity until all children have had a turn. To end the activity, say,
God made (horses, cows, dogs, pigs, bears, etc.), naming each animal.

Tell the Story

Open your Bible to Genesis 1. Tell the story using the pictured motions (keywords in bold) or show Bible
Story 2 pictures.
What kinds of animals do you have at your home? What kinds do you see at a park? At a zoo?
Listen to hear about when God made the animals.
God made our beautiful world! After God made daytime and nighttime, He filled the
world with oceans and rivers and lakes. He made beautiful plants everywhere. Then
God made the sun. He made the moon and stars. God’s world was good!
But God’s world was VERY quiet. The splashing lakes, rivers and oceans were empty!
So God said, “Let the water be full of fish and all sorts of living creatures!” And
there were FISH! Big fish and whales and dolphins jumped and swam in the oceans.
Bright fish swam near the rocks.
In the deepest ocean, fish swam that had little lights! There were crabs and starfish
and seahorses. There were clams that dug themselves into the sand.
Then God looked at the beautiful blue sky. Nothing was there but clouds. So God
said, “Let birds fly in the sky.” Soon, blue birds and yellow birds, big birds and little
birds flew in the sky. They made nests in the trees. Eagles flew high and chickens
scratched the ground.
The dry land was full of grass and flowers and trees. But nothing moved there. So
God said, “Let there be all kinds of animals.” And just as God said, there were animals everywhere! Horses and zebras ran and kicked. Monkeys swung in the trees.
Cows, goats and sheep ate the grass. Big gray elephants stomped. Tiny gray mice hid.
Big lions roared and tall kangaroos hopped. Dogs and cats ran and played and then
slept in the sunshine.
God looked at all the fish and birds and animals He had made. God said, “It is good.”
God made everything in our world! And He made it just right!
8 purchaser only. Growing with God Leader’s Guide
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Lesson 2
August
30

Talk About the Story

What did God make to live in the oceans? (Fish.) God made all the different kinds of fish. God
also made all the birds and all the animals. We can enjoy all the good things God made. What
is a way we can show our thanks to God for all the good things He has made? (Sing songs about
God. Pray to God and say “thank You.”)

Sing to God

Let’s sing a song that tells lots of things that God made. Lead children in singing “God Made the
World” (on DVD or track 2 on CD). If you can name one animal God has made, touch your head.
God made all the animals, the birds, the fish and the plants, too! We thank God for all the
good things He has made.

Hear and Say God’s Word

Holding your Bible open to Genesis 1:31, say
verse aloud. What are some of the good
things God made? (Plants. Sun and moon.
Dogs and cats. Water. Zebras.) Children sit
in a large circle. Lead children in repeating
the verse several times. When saying the
words “God saw all that he had made,” children stand. When saying the words “and it
was very good,” children sit down.

Option: If you take a weekly offering during this worship time, explain to children
that the money is used to help people learn
about God and the good things He made.

Pray to God

Let’s thank God for all the good things He made. Invite each volunteer to say a brief thank-you
prayer to God for their favorite animals: Thank You, God, for all the good things You made. Thank
You for making . . .

Praise to God

Show children the large sheet of paper. Let’s think of the names of enough animals to fill this
whole paper! Children take turns naming animals. On sheet of paper, print name of each animal.
Give hints if children have difficulty thinking of animals that have not already been named. Say, I’m
thinking of an animal with a very long trunk, or make the sound of that animal for children to
guess animal name.
Continue activity as time and interest permit. God made all these wonderful animals. Each animal
is different! We can thank God for all the different animals He made.
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God Made People

Lesson 3 6
September

Bible Story

Genesis 1:26-31; 2:7-23; 3:20

Teacher Challenge
Adam and Eve were part of God’s creation, but they
were unique—they were made in God’s image. That
speaks to us of the high value God places on each person! Age, wealth, intelligence, appearance or the handicaps others may see in us truly do not matter to the
loving God who created us. He sees in each human
being a reflection of Himself.
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 Ask God to help you see people through His eyes.
 Thank Him for giving you the opportunity to love others as He loves you.
Get down on your knees during class and really see each child. Reach out to each one, even the ones
you find difficult to deal with. Talk to each child; and, even more importantly, listen to each of them. It
doesn’t matter whether you can decipher every word. They will know from your look and your touch
that they are unique and important to God because they are important to you!
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and the Unit Goals listed on the Fall Unit 1
Overview Sheet.

Taken from Gospel Light’s Growing with God, Lesson 3, pages 49-55
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Listen to Learn

Lesson 3 6
September

Genesis 1:26-31; 2:7-23; 3:20

Collect

Bible, Bible Story 3 pictures from God’s Story for
Me Poster Pack #2, Preschool Music #2 DVD or CD
and player.

Greet Each Other

Children sit in a circle. We’re going to play a
game to name people God made. Call out one
child’s name. Named child walks or jumps around
the circle and then returns to his or her place in
the circle. Everyone says, God made (name child).
Repeat game, naming a different child for each round,
until each child has had a turn.
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Tell the Story

Open your Bible to Genesis 1. Tell the story using the pictured motions (keywords in bold) or show
Bible Story 3 pictures.
Who talks to you on the telephone? Let’s hear about a time when there was no one to talk to.
God made our wonderful world. God made beautiful birds to fly in the sky. God made
fish to swim in the water. God made all kinds of animals on the dry land. God made
beautiful flowers and trees to grow everywhere. God put the sun in the daytime sky.
He put the moon and stars in the nighttime sky.
But there was no one in the world for God to talk with. And there was no one in the
world to take care of what God had made.
Then God made someone to talk to. He made a person. This person was a man. God
named the man Adam.
God told Adam to give names to all the living things. So Adam gave just the right
name to each one.
Adam was happy with the animals and the trees and the flowers. But there was no
other person to talk to Adam. God knew that Adam needed someone to love. Adam
also needed help to take care of the beautiful world God had made.
So God made a woman. Adam called her Eve. God said to Adam and Eve, “Take care
of the animals and birds and fish that I made. Use the plants for your food.”
Adam and Eve must have been glad and thankful for all the good things God had given
them. They ate the tasty fruit that grew on the trees. Sometimes in the evening, God
came to the garden and talked with Adam and Eve. God loved them very much. And
Adam and Eve loved God.
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Lesson 3 6
September

Talk About the Story

Who are the people from our Bible story that God made? (Adam and Eve.) God made all the people in the world! I’m glad that God made people and I’m glad that God made you and me. Who
are some of the people you would like to thank God for making?

Sing to God

Let’s sing a song about some of the great things God made. Lead children in singing “God Made
the World” (on DVD or track 2 on CD). One way to show our thanks to God is by singing songs
about Him. What does this song tell us about God? (God made the world and everything in it.
God made me!)

Hear and Say God’s Word

Holding your Bible open to Colossians 4:2,
say verse aloud. Praying is one way to
show God we’re thankful that He made
us. Lead children in singing the words of the
verse to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb.”

Option: Provide one or two rhythm
instruments for children to use while singing
or
saying the verse. Repeat several times,
giving
instruments to different children eac
h time.

Pray to God

Ask the children to stand up. Say the following prayer, inserting the name of children into the prayer:
Dear God, thank You for making Cierra and Tyler. As you say each child’s name, he or she sits
down. Continue, naming each child.

Praise to God

Lead children in saying these words and doing the actions words suggest. When God made people,
He thought of all the things we would need—noses to smell with, ears to hear with, and
eyes to see with. Let’s say this rhyme as we thank God for making our bodies and for making our friends!
Here are my shoulders and here is my nose.
Here are my elbows and here are my toes.
Here are my friends and I count one, two, three.
I’m glad God has made them; I’m glad God made me.
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God Loves
Adam and Eve

Lesson 4 13
September

Bible Story
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Teacher Challenge
The creation stories are so enjoyable that they make
today’s Bible story seem especially sad. The world had
been perfect until Adam and Eve disobeyed! Adam and
Eve’s guilty desire to hide from God is a feeling that we
all experience, but we can rejoice because we know that
perfection will return. In the death of Jesus came the
complete forgiveness that will bring everything again
to the perfection of Eden.
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 What relationship or attitude leaves you with a desire to hide from God?
 Take time to confess any sin in your life and ask God to restore your relationship with Him through
the forgiveness that comes from Jesus Christ.

When Adam and Eve sinned, that relationship for which we were created was broken. But God’s magnificent love was unchanged. He still reaches out to care for each of us. God still sees each of us as people
with potential for relationship with Him. Teach children God’s love by your example.
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17:24), the Monthly Bottom Line (I can thank
God for all the good things He has made),
and the Unit Goals listed on the Fall Unit 1
Overview Sheet.
Taken from Gospel Light’s Growing with God, Lesson 4, pages 57-63
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Listen to Learn

Lesson 4 13
September

Genesis 2:16-17; 3

Collect

Bible, Bible Story 4 pictures from God’s Story for
Me Poster Pack #2, Preschool Music #2 DVD or CD
and player, real or toy fruit (one apple, orange,
or banana).

Greet Each Other

Children sit in a circle. Play “Welcome, Hello!”
(track 1 on CD). Children pass the fruit around
the circle. After fruit has been passed to several
children, stop the music. Child holding the fruit
when the music stops tells his or her name and
a favorite fruit. We’re going to hear a story of
people who lived in a beautiful garden where
there was lots of good fruit to eat.
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Tell the Story

Open your Bible to Genesis 2. Tell the story using the pictured motions (keywords in bold) or show
Bible Story 4 pictures.
What are some things you might see in a garden? Listen to hear about a beautiful garden
God made.
God made Adam and Eve a beautiful home in a special garden. The garden was full
of fish, birds, animals, flowers and trees. The trees grew delicious food, so Adam
and Eve had plenty to eat.
There was only one thing they could not do. God told Adam and Eve, “You may eat
fruit from all the other trees in the garden. But DO NOT eat from this special tree.”
One day, Eve saw beautiful fruit on God’s special tree. Eve wanted to eat some of the
fruit. She had a choice to make. Eve could choose to obey God, or she could choose to
disobey. She reached up into that tree. Eve picked the fruit. Then she ate it. And then
Eve gave some to Adam. He ate it, too!
As soon as Adam and Eve ate the fruit, they knew they had disobeyed. They decided
to hide. God called, “Adam, where are you?”
Adam said, “I am hiding because I am afraid.” Adam was afraid because he and Eve had
eaten from the special tree. They had disobeyed God. God was very sad that Adam and
Eve had disobeyed.
God told them they must leave their garden. He told them that many bad things
would happen because they had disobeyed. But God never stopped loving Adam and
Eve. God gave them a happy promise. Many years later, God kept that promise. God
sent His Son, Jesus, to forgive us for the wrong things we do when we don’t obey
God’s rules. God sent Jesus to be our Savior and friend.
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Talk About the Story

Why did Adam and Eve have to leave their garden? (They did not obey God.) Adam and Eve did
not obey God’s rule. But God still loved Adam and Eve, even though they disobeyed Him. God
showed His love by sending Jesus. We can thank God for sending Jesus. What else can we thank
God for? (Family. Home. Friends. The world.)

Sing to God

Let’s sing a song about the world God made. Lead children in singing “God Made the World” (on
DVD or track 2 on CD). God made the world and everything in it. God made people, too! God
loves us so much that He sent us His Son, Jesus. Singing this song is one way to show our
thanks to God for loving us.

Hear and Say God’s Word

Holding your Bible open to 1 John 4:14, say
verse aloud. God’s Son is Jesus. God sent
Jesus so that we could be forgiven for the
wrong things we do when we don’t obey
God’s rules. Lead children in repeating the
verse by echoing phrases after you: “God sent
his Son/to be the Savior/of the world.” Jesus
is called the Savior because He loves us
and forgives us.

Option: Var y the manner in which you and
the children say the verse (loud, soft, whi
sper, low, high, etc.).

Pray to God

We can thank God for loving us and sending His Son, Jesus. Let’s pray these words together:
“Thank You, God, for sending Your Son, Jesus.” Lead children in saying the prayer with you.

Praise to God

Play “How Good It Is” (track #17 on CD). Invite children to join you in marching around in a circle as
the music plays. I’m glad you are marching and singing with me! Singing is one way to tell God
we love Him. Lead children in singing song and doing suggested motions as they march. Marching
with you is fun! I’m glad God loves us and sent Jesus to be the Savior of the world.

15 to original purchaser only. Growing with God Leader’s Guide • 63
© 2010 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted

