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Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let 
us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let 
us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, 

the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the 
throne of God. (Hebrews 12:1—2)

The writer of Hebrews depicts the Christian life as a race that is set before 
each of us. For many, the first six months of 2020 haven’t felt like a leisurely 
jog but rather a grueling ultramarathon with the relentless hills of health, 
economic, and cultural challenges coming one after another. 

The race before us is a race that we didn’t register for, doesn’t have an official 
course map, and doesn’t have an exact ending in sight. It is tempting to grow 
weary. It is tempting to wonder if we can finish the race set before us. 

God’s word is a balm to our weary “feet” and reminds the discouraged that we 
never run the race of life alone. Take heart that you run with the soundtrack 
of applause from the great cloud of witnesses. You have your own cheering 
section from the heavenly stands who have run before you. In Hebrews 11, we 
read a list of Old Testament runners who have faced obstacles and difficulties 
but have crossed the finish line. Their faithfulness reminds us that the race is 
worth it even in the midst of disappointments and difficulties. 

Take heart that you run with your Savior before you. The writer of Hebrews 
calls us to fix our eyes on Jesus, the “founder and perfecter” of our faith. 
In most marathons, there are various pacesetters that run at a determined 
pace ensuring that if you run at their pace, you will finish the race in the 
advertised time. Every pacesetter has run the race before. Every pacesetter 
has accomplished the goal that you seek to accomplish. 

What a comfort to know that as we run, Jesus is our pacesetter. He has faced 
the uncertainty and difficulty of the cross, and even death itself, and has 
come forth victorious. We know that if we keep our eyes set upon Him, we are 
ensured to finish the race.

You hold in your hand glimpses on the road—highlights of God’s work in the 
midst of the race before us as a church. You will read of God’s faithfulness 
even in the midst of these unique miles of the past months. We can look 
back and see His hand of provision. Let’s look to Him and look ahead. May He 
continue to find us faithful as we run the race set before us.

Pastor David

Growing up my father always told 
me, “To have friends, you’ve got 
to be a friend.” This life lesson my 

dad taught me, one of many, has stayed 
with me my entire life. I always had lots 
of friends growing up. But as I grew into 
my young adult years, I found it more 
difficult to connect with these friends.  
It seemed that no one had much time 
due to other commitments as the fast 
pace of life was increasing tremendously. 
(I guess it isn’t called the “human race” 
for nothing.) All along, I knew that my 
life looked and felt different than most. 
Only those very close to me knew that  
I had been diagnosed at age 8 with  
Type 1 diabetes, but I didn’t let this chronic, 
deadly disease define me, even knowing 
that I would have a different road ahead.  

Especially since I knew it would prevent 
me from living a life similar to what my 
friends were living, which even included 
one day having children of my own.

I share this brief glimpse into my past 
because this was a lonely time for me. 
But it was also a time when my mother 
told me something that has come full 
circle in my life. She said, “Jan, you are 
just at an age where life is hectic for those 
starting and raising a family; just wait a 
little longer and you will find your dearest 
and life-long friends at church.” My mom 
seems to always be right. Not only would 
I find dear friends at Dawson, but people 
who would become more like family  
than friends. People who would be those 
lifelong friends my mom talked about.

By Jan Jones Sharp

Dr. David Eldridge
Senior Pastor

The Life Behind

IF YOU  
HAD A 
NEED, 

WOULD  
YOU  

WANT  
TO BE  

FRIENDS 
WITH 

YOURSELF?
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How do you define a friend: Supportive, loving, honest, 
trustworthy, non-judgmental, not jealous, thoughtful, kind, and 
loyal. These are just a few of the words that pop into my mind 
when I think about a true friend. This is how I feel about my 
Life Group at Dawson. To me, a Life Group encompasses more 
than Bible study, sitting together in a church service (before 
COVID-19), sharing points about Pastor David’s messages, the 
annual Christmas party, etc. It’s all of that, but it’s even more. 
It’s living real life together, as a group. While I’ve had quite a 
few triumphs and tragedies throughout my life, one of the main 
constants through it all has truly been my church family, and 
particularly my Life Group, and here’s why.

Over the years, my Life Group has been with me to celebrate 
birthdays and career advancements. They’ve held my hand 
through cancer surgeries, major eye surgeries, almost losing 
a foot, and other health-related events. They were beside me 
when I lost my precious father. They took me to countless 
medical appointments and prayed over me when I found out 
I was in total kidney failure. They shouted loudly, “Glory to 
God,” when I was saved with a double-organ transplant (kidney 
and pancreas). They offered me empathy and support for my 
brother who suffered with addiction, and they grieved alongside 
me when I lost that brother.

Sometimes life will knock you down. Sometimes it feels so 
heavy that you don’t know if you will be able to get back up.  
My Life Group has lightened my load and carried my burdens, 
as well as soared with me when something spectacular occurs. 

They have cried with me during personal hardships and literally 
helped put a roof over my head when I needed it the most. They 
have even sat with me in the rain after seeing me on the side 
of the rode after an accident with a truck while I was driving to 
work one morning. They have provided care for my dog during 
my surgeries and hospitalizations and have given me hats to 
wear to cover the bald spots I had after skin cancers were cut 
off my scalp multiple times. 

These people have distracted me during dark days with 
fellowship, fun, and food (with the many meals they have 
brought.) They call, text, email, and they listen. They share their 
own life experiences, include me in momentous occasions for 
their families, and they spend time with me. They literally engage 
in every aspect of life with me. Speaking of engagement...

My Life Group even played a role in providing a way for me 
and my new husband, Jim, to get married in March. I met 
Jim last year on a flight to Dallas. We said from the beginning 
there was no coincidence in us meeting on that flight, it was 
a God-incident! Jim is an amazing man. He is godly, faithful, 
compassionate, and smart. He’s also a wonderful father, and, 
if you don’t mind me saying, very handsome. We fell in love 
quickly, and I introduced him to my Life Group early on. They 
loved him, too, and were just as elated as we were that we had 
found each other. I had no idea how my life would change for 
the better when I boarded that Southwest flight to Dallas. We 
landed at the Love Field airport...coincidence? I don’t think so. 
God knows exactly what He’s doing.

We knew we wanted to spend our lives together. We decided 
upon a simple wedding, just us making our covenant with 
God for our marriage. We were finalizing our plans for March 
nuptials, but then came COVID-19. Being a double-organ 
transplant recipient, I am at very high risk for this virus, so we 
weren’t sure how we could proceed with our wedding plans. 
However, not even social distancing can stop God’s plan for 
true love. Birch Bowdre, one of our Life Group leaders, and his 
wife, Karon, offered up their farm as the setting for our simple 
ceremony. Not only did it provide a safe, serene venue for our 
little wedding, but Karon, a federal judge and one of my dearest 
friends, officiated the ceremony.

It was the most precious and personal time together, and 
we enjoyed every minute of the day. We had a talented 
photographer (Birch is great with an iPhone camera), a beautiful 
bouquet of flowers straight from their garden, and our catering 
included the best burgers in Blount county from the pick-up 
window of D & R BBQ and Burgers. In attendance were Phoebe, 
our Yorkie-poo; and Jolie Bowdre, a very distinguished poodle.  
It was truly just a perfect day!

This world is so unpredictable, and right now, during these 
uncertain times, it’s more important than ever to have people in 
your life that you love, and that love you. Knowing you are loved 
makes you strong, and my Life Group has given me strength 
through it all. This kind of love I feel from these friends is a true 
reflection of God’s love. There is hope in Jesus Christ, and hope 
is the only emotion stronger than fear.

I heard once that the secret to a long, fulfilling marriage is to find 
someone who loves you for no reason and then shower them 
with reasons to love you. Jim loves me, and I feel that love, so 
I want to fill him with strength and confidence by loving him 
back, deeply and faithfully. My Life Group loves me, and I pray 
that my actions and my gratitude reveal how much I love and 
cherish every single member of our group. Most importantly, 
God loves me for no reason, so my greatest desire is to glorify 
Him through my spiritual walk.

I have what my mom described many years ago, my friends for 
life. Living life with my Life Group shows me every day that my 
brothers and sisters in Christ are standing with me, carrying me 
when I’m weak, and making ways to fulfill God’s purpose for my 
life. This is the life behind a Life Group. This is love, and it’s the 
best thing we do.

Jan Jones Sharp is a professional speaker and consultant with 
a passion for developing and motivating others, collaborating 
with organizations across the country. She fiercely believes 
that anyone can inspire change. Jan is also a double-organ 
transplant recipient, friend to everyone she meets, and an 
eternal optimist.
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As a corporate chaplain, I did not  
 imagine how the pandemic would 

touch the lives of so many people. We 
expect chaplains serving in military, 
hospital, or hospice care to encounter 
the brokenness that such an illness may 
bring. But when the COVID-19 pandemic 
began, businesses closed and millions of 
workers found themselves unemployed. 
Not only did the pandemic create a 
crisis for medical care, but also for the 
economy. As a chaplain serving several 
local businesses, many of the employees 
I had been encouraging through life 
issues were suddenly inaccessible to 
me. These were employees dealing 
with family brokenness, medical issues, 
addictions, and a variety of anxieties. 
Now, along with all these issues, they 
also faced a pandemic. 

The C0VID-19 pandemic is a medical 
crisis that goes far beyond the hospitals 
and nursing homes. People are afraid 
they will become sick. People are 
concerned for their family members, 
their elderly parents, or their young 
children. Even if they are not sick, they 
live in fear that today may be the day 
they or someone they love becomes ill, 
and even dies. Many lost their health 
insurance when they lost their jobs. Life 
issues are difficult on a normal day, but 
anxiety and hopelessness increase with 
unemployment and fear of COVID-19 
sickness and death. 

My first thought as we began to shelter 
at home was that the employees in my 
care no longer had access to a chaplain’s 
support in their time of need. Even as an 
essential worker, most of the businesses 
where I serve had to close. I had to 
rethink my ideas of what chaplaincy care 
should be. 

So began these weeks of ministry 
through prayer, phone calls, emails, 
and texts. As employers realized the 

pandemic was not ending quickly, they 
asked me (and other chaplains I serve 
with) to walk through these weeks with 
their employees. I have prayed and 
cried with employees, shared Scripture 
and the need for Christ, and even 
helped employees find groceries, solve 
childcare issues, connect with a church, 
or take care of other essential needs. 
Most fulfilling are the conversations with 
employees who never prayed, but now 
they are, or those who drifted away from 
God, but are now discovering again how 
much He loves them. Along with these 
are a few who are now considering the 
difference Christ can make in their life. 

I discovered the phone sometimes 
makes it easier for someone to talk 
about the most difficult things in their 
lives, including their life stories and 
serious situations they are facing right 
now. As businesses have begun to open 
again, many employees are fearful of 
returning to work and becoming ill. Now 
that I have a relationship with them, 
they are more comfortable reaching 
out for support. 

A pandemic cannot hinder God’s 
work. The pandemic has opened 
the hearts of many to hear God’s 
word. As Christians, we can be 
confident that God’s mission will 
be accomplished, even during a 
time of pandemic.

We started to have conversations 
about COVID-19 early in the year, 

but the first significant changes came in 
March when we started rotating staff to 
make sure we could provide consistent 
staffing, especially since we didn’t know 
exactly how contagious the virus was. 
Shortly after that, elective surgeries were 
cancelled, so our workload was reduced 
temporarily around the time that the first 
statewide stay at home orders went into 
effect. We began receiving daily stats 
on COVID-19, and there were some 
workflow changes to make sure that we 
were providing the best care possible for 
all patients—COVID and non-COVID alike. 

In-person meetings were changed to 
online formats, and we had to minimize 
personal interactions, especially in 
common areas. We have continued to 
deal with staffing protocols as some 
of our personnel have been exposed, 
have tested positive and/or have family 
members that have tested positive. 

Because hospitals never close, I’m 
used to working on holidays and during 
bad weather, so going to work while 
everyone else was staying at home is 
normal for me. However, this time felt 
different, because everyone, everywhere 
was making changes. People were now 
working and going to school from home. 
My son, a college student, moved home to 
finish his semester online; my daughter, a 

high school student, got out of school for 
Spring Break and never went back; and 
my wife started working from home. And, 
three days before everything shut down, 
we started a major renovation project at 
our house! Needless to say, there was 
quite a transition phase as I dealt with 
uncertainty at work and controlled chaos 
at home. 

I’ve been a pharmacist at UAB for 
30+ years and, in all those years,  
I don’t remember any health crisis that 
has been as wide-reaching as this one. 
Maybe that’s why it feels like it’s easier to 
let worry creep in right now. My staff, my 
family, my church, and my community 
have all been affected, and it’s hard to 
find a place to escape from it. 

It’s frustrating to see the situation 
politicized. And, I find myself struggling 
with impatience due to the changes in 
all of our lives. Honestly, I wish I could 
go get a sandwich or stroll through  
a store without having to think about it! 

That said, there are some positive 
things that have been part of this 
time. It’s been nice for us to stop extra 
activities. We’ve spent more time with 
our family; we’ve enjoyed time and 
conversation around our dinner table; 
and we’ve connected with our neighbors 
and community in new ways. 

During the time that Dawson worship 
services were online only, my family 
was able to worship together in our 
living room. Because our son goes to 
school in another state and my wife and  
I both serve on Sunday mornings, that is 
something we haven’t been able to do in 
several years. 

Only the Lord knows what’s ahead of 
us, and COVID-19 is certainly not our 
only concern. My faith has helped me 
during this time because, even in the 
uncertainty, I haven’t felt any doubt. I am 
confident in the Lord, His protection and 
His provision. As we return to whatever 
normal is going to be, I am trying to look 
at the things that have been taken away 
from my daily life and make sure that 
what I put back into it is purposeful and 
pleasing to Him.

ANDREA MULLINS
Chaplain, Marketplace Ministries

KEVIN LANGSTON, RPh
Pharmacy Manager

UAB Medicine | UAB Highlands

I had to 
rethink 
my ideas 
of what 
chaplaincy 
care 
should  
be." 

My family 
was able 
to worship 
together in 
our living 
room."
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I became involved with this ministry about a year ago and 
quickly grew to love and appreciate each class member 
for their unique gifts and talents. To me, the Adult Special 

Education group embodies Galatians 5:22: “But the fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” Sunday mornings 
with this group are filled with hugs, singing, and Bible lessons. 
Each class member gently and faithfully plays an important 
role in the group: placing weekly Bible lesson materials 
in classroom chairs, leading the music, helping keep the 
area clean, listening, understanding, and helping other 
class members. Although I am a leader in the class, I 
often come away humbled and reminded of the pure 
joy and peace that Jesus offers. 

The Coronavirus has upended life for everyone, 
including the ASE class members, who are already 
limited in their mobility and communication 
abilities. Throughout quarantine, the leadership 
team has continued to support the class members 

through phone calls and handwritten cards. However, with 
this group in particular, the most understood form of support 
and attention is physical interaction. And, unfortunately, that 
is the one thing we can’t do right now. 

On Easter Day, I chatted with class member Michelle 
Banks who expressed an eager desire to get back to church. 
She misses singing, fellowshipping, and learning about 
Jesus. She told me that another class member, James 

Sasser, wanted to walk to Dawson on Easter even though 
he knew no one would be there. He said he just wanted 
to be in the church on Easter. My heart broke when I 

heard that because I realized it wasn’t the church 
building James was missing; it was the church.  
And the church, Christ’s living church, is vibrant 
and alive today and every day.

That conversation with Michelle stuck with me. 
The class members were missing church, and so 
were the leaders and class member caregivers. 
Inspired by the creative ways people have 

been supporting each other while appropriately distanced,  
I suggested the leaders organize a car caravan to visit the 
class members to provide encouragement and reconvene the 

church, if only for a few minutes. 
What began as a small, divine stirring of an 

idea on Easter Sunday quickly blossomed into a 
fleshed-out plan for a car caravan the following 
weekend. The leaders sprang into action 

contacting class member caregivers. Ideas 
were tossed around for decorating cars 

and playing some of our favorite songs 
on the car stereo. Caravan routes were 
mapped and re-mapped (and re-
mapped again) to make sure all class 
members and caregivers were visited 

and knew when to expect their visit. 
We initially planned to do the caravan 

on Sunday so we could “be together” 

during our normal Sunday morning meeting time. However, we 
realized that many of the class members and caregivers enjoy 
participating in the telecast of the Sunday morning service, 
and some of the leaders join their Life Groups on Sunday 
mornings via Zoom. Also, the weather was forecasted to be 
gray and rainy all day that Sunday. We decided to move the 
caravan to Saturday morning, and the Lord gifted us with the 
most beautiful, sunny day full of excitement and anticipation. 

That Saturday, the leaders met in the FRC parking lot, went 
over last minute details and visited at a distance. The leaders 
then formed a caravan and traveled through Southside, 
Homewood and Hoover visiting class members. Debbie 
Moss organized goody bags to give each class member, 
which were received with delight. The caravan arrived at each 
stop, playing “The Saints Go Marching In”, the unofficial class 
anthem, on the car stereo. The class loves singing this upbeat 
tune about joining the saints and marching into class ready to 
sing praises and learn about Jesus.

The visits with class members on their doorsteps, in their 
front yards, and in parking lots were the most soul-filling 
“church” I’ve experienced in a while. The visits uplifted the 
class members and leaders alike. The class members, many 
of whom can’t read and have limited social interactions, were 
thrilled to be visited and be the center of attention. Each visit 
was a special time of fellowship and sharing God’s love, though 
it was hard for the huggers in our group to stay distanced!

Like all of us, the class members are eager to get back 
to church to worship and learn about Jesus together. 
Unfortunately, many class members will not be able to 
return immediately, because they rely on the church bus for 
transportation, and the church will not be able to provide 
this service until social distancing protocols are relaxed.  
In the meantime, the leaders are communicating with class 
members (and with their caregivers) through the phone app 
Marco Polo. 

Marco Polo provides an easy-to-use medium for the leaders 
to create two-minute videos and send it to a single group of 
caregivers, so all caregivers receive the same video messages 
to share with class members. Leaders use Marco Polo to 
send videos of encouragement as well as videos sharing that 
week’s Bible lesson. Marco Polo is a great resource for leaders 
to stay connected with class members since class members 
can physically see the leaders and have a bit of the church 
experience everyone has been missing. While we can’t wait to 
be together again physically at Dawson, the Coronavirus has 
proven, once again, that the church is alive and well, and God 
is good at all times and in all circumstances.

Dawson's Adult 
Special Education 
Ministry is a vibrant 
ministry that provides 
both spiritual and 
physical help to 
individuals with 
special physical or 
mental needs and 
their families. 

Angela Smith is a longtime Dawson member, having grown 
up in the church. She works in economic development at the 
Alabama Department of Commerce, seeking to improve quality 
of life for all Alabamians. She has worked with the Adult Special 
Education Ministry since 2019 and is eager to see them all at 
church together again!

A Happy Day for the 

HAPPY   CLASS
By Angela Smith
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Jeremiah 29:7 
says, “But seek 
the welfare of 
the city where 
I have sent you 
into exile, and 
pray to the Lord 
on its behalf, for 
in its welfare you 
will find your 
welfare.” 

God has allowed Dawson's ministries to continue to prosper in the 
Birmingham area. This verse from Jeremiah reminds us that our 
calling is to seek what is best for everyone in and around our city. 
For the last quarter of a century, the Dawson Family of Faith has 
shown compassion and care for the people of metro Birmingham 
by demonstrating the love of Christ through meeting some of their 
daily practical needs. This has been manifested in several ministries 
designed to help people break the cycle of multi-generational poverty  
and thereby improve their lives.

In 2011, Dawson created Kids Connection, a ministry designed to provide for the physical 
and spiritual needs of children. Through Dawson members’ generous donations of 
gently used clothes, books, and toys, approximately 2,500 children have been served each 

year since 2011. In addition, designated financial donations have allowed Kids Connection 
to purchase brand new shoes, socks, underwear, jackets, jeans, and other clothing items  
to supplement the donations. All of this is given away at no charge. 

In 2018, Kids Connection expanded their ministry reach with an effort to serve foster 
children in Jefferson County. To date, there have been 33 days reserved exclusively to 
serve foster children, with the ministry serving 85 foster families with over 300 children.  
  A team of more than 125 dedicated Dawson volunteers has faithfully served to manage 
the operations as well as work directly with those served, which includes praying with every 
person who comes through the store. 

Kids Connection receives funding from the Dawson budget, as well as designated 
contributions. Since 2011, Dawson members have provided more than $1,000,000 to enable 
Kids Connection to help change the lives of kids and their families in greater Birmingham.

In 1997, Dawson added a staff member to focus on community ministries, and he created 
M-POWER Ministries to serve people in Woodlawn and Avondale. Initial programs included 
after-school tutoring and programs to strengthen families. The programs expanded quickly, 

and M-POWER provided a free medical clinic and an education center to offer 
literacy training and GED preparation. Dawson members volunteered many hours 
of service working one-on-one as well as behind the scenes. 

While M-POWER started out as a ministry of Dawson, it eventually became an 
independent 501(c)3 organization so the ministry could expand its support base 
beyond one congregation. Since this transition, Dawson has remained M-POWER’s 
largest single financial supporter. Currently, Dawson provides approximately 
$100,000 annually to M-POWER’s budget. Since 1997, Dawson has provided more 
than $2,000,000 to support ministry efforts in Woodlawn and Avondale. M-POWER 
continues to provide free medical care to those who have no alternative options, 
literacy education, and GED preparation.

In 2015, a major focus of Dawson’s Go Love Tell initiative was the Titusville 
community in Birmingham. This effort included a partnership with Booker T. 
Washington Elementary School to improve student reading skills working 

alongside Better Basics, and additional contributions to expand the library. Studies 
show that improving reading skills is foundational to success in school and in life. 
More than 600 students at the school were impacted by these programs. Dawson 
funded two reading intervention specialists at the school, and Dawson volunteers 
provided one-on-one reading tutoring. The result was that reading fluency and 
comprehension increased on average by two years. 

In addition to the school partnership, perhaps the 
most significant ongoing result of the Go Love Tell 
Birmingham initiative was the creation of The Learning 
Center. This adult education ministry is focused on 
helping people break the cycle of poverty by providing 
educational services such as GED preparation. With 
only two part-time staff, The Learning Center has 
been able to serve 200 individuals because of 85 
dedicated Dawson volunteers who work one-on-one 
or in very small groups to teach the students. So far, 
13 students have received their GED, and many others 
have improved their educational level to help them 
acquire jobs. In addition, Dawson Life Groups provide 
lunch meals for the students, which helps those who 

may struggle with adequate nutrition. Go Love Tell provided $840,000 for these 
Birmingham initiatives, and now the Dawson budget continues to provide roughly 
$100,000 per year to fund the operations of The Learning Center. 

For many years Dawson’s Hispanic Congregation has conducted outreach 
events and other ministry events in North Jefferson County that focused on 
the growing Hispanic population there. Over time, these efforts resulted in the 

planting of a new Hispanic congregation, Community of Faith, that currently meets in 
Fultondale. In 2019, Joshua del Risco was added to Dawson’s staff as the pastor of 
the new congregation. Under his leadership, the church is quickly transitioning from 
a ministry that serves Hispanic residents in North Jefferson County, to becoming a 
full-fledged church focused on reaching people for Christ. 

In 2019, a church revitalization partnership with Greater St. John 
Baptist Church was developed. Greater St. John is located just five 
miles from Dawson in the Powderly community of Birmingham. Our 

partnership will allow Greater St. John to provide ministries to meet the 
needs of people in their community and introduce them to the love of 
Christ. Throughout the next several years, Dawson will provide funds 
for building improvements that will allow space for new church-based 
community ministries, as well as financial support for those ministries. 
These ministries include a food pantry, after school tutoring, summer 
camps, and senior adult programs, among others, which will create 
many opportunities for Dawson members to serve side-by-side with 
members of Greater St. John. 

LoveLove  Prospers in BirminghamProspers in Birmingham



14 AUGUST 2020 15DAWSONCHURCH.ORG

We went through the week of  
Mission Tour by serving our community, all while 
socially distanced, masked, and sanitized. We are 
used to traveling to far away places and serving 
large numbers of people, but that has made it 
easy to forget that the community we live in 

needs Christ's love, too. We found that serving  
a single person is just as important to God  

as serving hundreds. 

— EmmaLee Floyd

My God moment from the week  
of Chapel Choir Tour was during 
our outdoor, socially-distanced 
rehearsal in the parking deck. 

After being isolated at home and 
separated from the choir for a 

long time, it was so beautiful and 
overwhelming to hear all of our 
voices together again. It truly 
resonated with me how big of a 
blessing each and every person 

I have met through Chapel Choir 
has been in my life. We then 

got to share that amazing music 
with a family many of us know 

personally and who needed to hear 
those songs more than any of us 

previously understood. 

— Veronica Turner 

In past years, we have traveled to some incredible places, but this 
Mission Tour looked a little different. Different is not a bad thing. God showed 
me how there are so many people in my community that don’t know God’s love.  

We were able to partner with a local church and help provide their families school  
supplies for this upcoming year and contribute to their food bank. We don’t have  

to travel the world in order to minister to others. We can serve  
right here in Birmingham every day. 

— Ali Hyde

Even though we are a big choir and we  
lead worship for a massive church, we still need  

to focus on the little things in life, whether it is with 
God or with our family or friends. It touched me to see 

the amount of people that came to sing for the Toya 
family that day. Everybody singing really made me smile 

and enjoy the God that we all love. 

— Palmer Sparks

This year's Mission Tour was  
so different than what we expected. But 

still, it did not affect our overall mission of reaching 
others for Christ through music. The way we served 
others changed our perspectives, showing us that we 

can make an impact right here in our community. 

— Vivian Smith

The greatest moment that  
I got to witness during the week of Chapel Choir  

Mission Tour was the food drive for Greater St. John 
 Baptist Church. The turnout and results of the drive were 
far greater than I expected. It was incredible to see not 
only the amount of donations that we had come in, but also 
the number of people that came to help weigh, sort, and 
load the truck. It was a moment where I knew that the 

work we were doing that day would be genuinely affecting  
people in our community in a way that  

would be meaningful. 

— JT Ellison 

My God moment during Mission Tour was when we sang to Mrs. Toya, her husband Dick, 
and her family. We walked to their house from the church and just sang a few songs in their 

backyard. Mrs. Toya listened to us from her room as her family watched from outside.  
It was really special because singing for someone you know personally has a different  

meaning than singing for strangers. We could really see the impact that we made,  
and God used us to give their family peace just days before her passing. 

— Olivia Hunter

CHAPEL
CHOIR 
Mission Tour Week

THE “WHY” 
DIDN'T CHANGE, 
even though the “how” 
looked a little different.  
This year for Mission Tour 
week, Dawson's Chapel 
Choir focused on the 
Mission and forgot about 
the Tour. In place of their 
annual trip around the 
country, and even around 
the world, these students 
discovered the impact of 
their music and ministry 
right here at home. 

Through a food drive, a 
concert for a grieving 
family, backpacks for a 
local elementary school, 
and honest conversations 
about race and faith 
with one of our partner 
churches, these young 
worship leaders were 
encouraged, challenged, 
and deeply impacted. 

Their own words say  
it best. 

— John Woods
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DMA  MUSIC  CAMP
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CAMP  IN  A  BOX

BASKETBALL  CAMP

BASKETBALL  CAMP

MIDDLE  SCHOOL  HANGOUT
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KIDLIFE  DRIVE  THRU HISPANIC  VBS

HISPANIC  VBS

HISPANIC  VBS

KIDLIFEKIDLIFE

KIDLIFE

being in quarantine Did Not stop  
ministry from happening!

KIDLIFE

CAMP  IN  A  BOX

CHAPEL  CHOIR  MISSION  TOUR
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Dawson is blessed to be a true, multi-
generational church that ministers 
to people in all age groups. As 

more and more young families have 
come to Dawson over the past 20 years, 
our preschool, children, and student 
ministries have grown exponentially. 

This wonderful blessing created several 
challenges, which included overcrowded 
classrooms, classrooms for various age 
groups scattered across the campus, 
limited handicapped accessibility, and no 
welcome area for families, to name a few. 
Ultimately, there was no room to grow, 
and we knew something had to happen.

In response to these challenges, an Ad 
Hoc committee was created to study 
potential options for improvement. They 
concluded that remodeling the current 
space would not address our needs and 
that more square footage was necessary. 

Working through another Ad Hoc Master 
Site-Plan Committee, and in conjunction 
with architects who specialized in urban 
churches with limited land, a conclusion 
was made. The only viable solution 
for the building was to expand into the 
church's front lawn. 

That conclusion came in 2009, after 
almost five years of study and in the 
midst of a recession that had rocked the 
economy. Many questions were asked. 
Could and should Dawson undertake 
another building project during this 
recession? Did we have the collective 
will to take on another building project 
after having just completed three other 
major building and remodeling projects? 
Did we really want to lose our front lawn 
and some of our large beautiful oak 
trees? Should we even take on more debt 
by focusing on buildings, or should we 
direct those funds to missions? 

All of these were fair questions, which led 
to an even larger question. If we did not 
have the space to educate our children, 
would we cease to be doing all that God 
has called us to do to prepare future 
generations to serve Him? 

The answer came quickly. If Dawson was 
to add a new building, it would be a huge 
step of faith! We knew that we had been 
given a tremendous legacy from former 
generations, and we wanted to pass that 
same legacy to future generations. Thus 
the campaign for the new building came 
to be known as “Legacy of Faith.”

This campaign was not really about 
a building; it was about being found 
faithful. In January 2010, the plans for 
the building were approved by the church, 
and the decision was made to name the 
building in memory of Dawson’s longtime 
pastor, Dr. Edgar M. Arendall. 

A Steering Committee was created, 
and this team of volunteers was given 
the task to ask Dawson members to 
give sacrificially over and above their 
tithes and offerings to help pay for the 
building. On June 6, 2010, the entire 
Dawson Family of Faith worshiped 
together as one united family in the Pete 
Hanna Center at Samford University. 
On that day, our faith was truly put into 
action. Commitments were made to give 
generously for the new building with 
more than $5,500,000 committed.

When the building was opened on March 
4, 2012, and after everything was said 
and done, the total cost of the building 
including architect fees, construction, 
and furnishings was right at $8,700,000. 
Including the debt from prior building 
projects, our total debt was $6,600,000. 

God was faithful, as He always is... 

Through the generous giving of our 
Dawson members, coupled with 
excellent financial management by the 
Dawson staff and our Finance Team, we 
have been able to pay off the entire debt 
almost a year ahead of schedule. As of 
May 2020, the building has been paid for 
in full, and Dawson is debt free!

Since the Arendall Children's Building 
opened in 2012, more than a half a million 
children, students, and volunteers have 
passed through the doors. Throughout 
this same time, Dawson members have 
given generously to support our Go Love 
Tell missions initiative as we have greatly 
expanded our missions efforts. We are 
now passing on our Legacy of Faith to 
future generations and preparing them 
to serve in God’s kingdom. We know God 
has even greater things in store for us 
as we continue our mission to be found 
faithful as God’s people.

CELEBRATING OUR

By Tom Thompson

Tom Thompson has been a member of 
Dawson for over 27 years and served on 
staff as Minister of Stewardship during the 
campaigns for the Arendall Building and for 
the Go Love Tell missions initiative.



Meg (standing) and twin, Brenna, in Kindergarten.
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in giving the Lord my very best. God brought 
real life change in me, but this was only 

the beginning. During my senior year of 
high school, I felt a call to ministry and 
prayerfully sought to discern what this 
would mean for my life. My local church 
had no women on staff, so I had no idea 
how God could use me. Opportunities 
in high school through FCA, basketball, 

tennis, and summer camp gave me 
an expanded vision for ministry. It was 

with this in mind that I made the decision 
to attend Campbellsville University, where  

I double majored in Educational Ministry and 
Public Relations.

At Campbellsville, I met mentors and coaches who God would 
use to refine and affirm my calling. Semesters were rich with 
theology and communications classes, tennis and basketball 
practices, and teaching in my local church’s kids ministry. In 
this time I wrestled with tough theological issues and was 
given the courage to serve outside of my comfort zone in 
settings such as women’s prison ministry.

My faith foundation was built in the Presbyterian Church. 
It was there that I first encountered God’s word, ate 
goldfish in the nursery, and came to understand that 

my local congregation was my taste of God’s greater family. 
Beginning in the 3rd grade, I began attending a Christian camp 
every summer and became more active in various sports. The 
local church, summer camp, and sports would be integral in 
my spiritual formation for years to come. 

I was a “good” kid. I worked to make good grades and to 
please my teachers and coaches. I had answers to every 
question in Sunday School. I could recite the Lord’s Prayer, tell 
you what sin meant, and recount stories of Jesus’ miracles. 
I knew all the right things to say about Jesus, but I did not 
know Jesus. It was in the 7th grade that I began to 
ask big questions of the faith of my childhood. 
Over the process of a few years, lots of 
conversations with my parents, and the 
patience of volunteers who discipled 
me in the small youth group basement 
at Dripping Spring Baptist Church,  
God showed me my need of Him. By 
God’s grace, while attending DNow as 
a freshman in high school, God helped 
me to see both my sinfulness and His 
sufficiency to satisfy my great need. God 
absolutely transformed my life in the most 
miraculous and ordinary of ways.
My walk with Christ changed how I approached 
every piece of my life. The basketball and tennis courts 
were no longer a place to prove my worth but an arena 
to share God’s love. My report card was not a measure of 
comparison to my twin sister but a simple act of obedience 

 
"I knew all 

the right things 
to say about Jesus, 

but I did
not know 

Jesus."

With Campbellsville University mentors and family.

Doubles tennis with Meg's twin sister.

yoUyoU
GO GIRLGO GIRL



DEAR CLASS 
OF 2020

Taylor Harrington

Mallory Meads

Holden Bembry

Emily Glaze Cate Grill

Andrew Doss

Robby Turner

JT Matthews

Grace Davis

Corynne Williams

Ben RiceWilliam Morrison

Mason Brint

Hudson LeJeune

Emma Faulkner

Claire Chester

Andrew Rohdy

Sophie Coleman

Kennedy Martin

Grant Grissom

Davis Holbert Caroline MageeSpencer Jackson

Lillie Young

Grayson Judy

Ellie Dayhuff

Carson OsborneAmy McDaniel

Regan Henkey

Jacob Ray

Georgia Stewart

Cooper Douthit

Austin Sanders
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During my summers, I worked on staff with CentriKid 
Camps. In my five years with this ministry, I served on 
the SouthEast travel team and directed from 2014–2017.  
I gained experience writing, editing, and developing young 
leaders. This ministry rerouted the trajectory of my life. 
After graduation, I went to work at LifeWay corporate in 
Nashville. As part of the LifeWay Kids team, I found the 
joy in equipping ministers, creating resources, and building 
relationships that last. I continued my partnerships 
with Shocco Springs and began writing kids 

curriculum. My church, Immanuel Nashville, 
gave me new eyes for the depth of discipleship and 

propelled me toward seminary, where I enrolled in Fall 2017 
at Southern Seminary in Louisville. This May, I graduated 
with my Master of Divinity in Leadership.

I was an on-campus student at SBTS for one year 
before joining the staff of Porter Memorial Baptist 

Church in Lexington, KY. There, I would direct 
the women’s ministry and the elementary 

children’s ministry. I was the first female 
ministry staff member in Porter’s history, 
and I found great honor in serving there 
alongside Wayne Noble, who had been 
the Children’s Pastor for decades. I also 
was able to serve alongside leaders 
across the Commonwealth by serving 
with the state convention in various 

training capacities in the areas of children’s 
and women’s ministry. I learned much and 

saw God’s goodness in my time in Lexington.

I thank God for all the experiences that have led me to Dawson. 
In these memories I see how God has used His word, His Spirit, and 

His image bearers to gently and sovereignly guide my journey. I remember 
faces who have shown me the love and peace and truth and goodness 

of God. People like Jared, Peggy, Carol, Tina, Jennifer, and 
Shane have played significant spiritual roles in my life.  

I am indebted to how the Lord has gifted me with 
such family in Christ.

God has used Colossians 3:23 steadily in my 
life. Paul writes to the church at Colossae to 
say: Whatever you do, do it enthusiastically, as 
something done for the Lord and not for men. This 
applies on the ball court, in the fields, in local church 
ministry, and the mundane pieces of everyday life.  
I pray that every “whatever” I have done and that 
every “whatever” the Lord brings my way will serve 
to glorify God and enjoy Him more fully. May this be 
true of my time here at Dawson!

Whatever 
you do, do it 

enthusiastically, 
as something done  
for the Lord and  

not for men.
Collossians 3:23

CentriKid Camp

Dawson Kids Event

With LifeWay Kids Team

Meg Brown serves with Dawson Kids as the Associate Minister to 
Children. She is a proud Kentucky native who loves basketball season 
and likes to spend time outside with her dog, Russell, or enjoying a 
good read and a hot cup of coffee.

Train up a child in the 
way he should go;   
even when he is old he 
will not depart from it.

Proverbs 22:6
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WHAT WE'VE DONE
During the months of our closing, 

we were able to give our Family 
Recreation Center a thorough deep 
cleaning and makeover. From dusting 
the ceiling rafters and brick walls to 
polishing the floors, this facility is so 
clean it sparkles. 

When you arrive, you will notice the walls 
have a fresh coat of paint and the weight 
rooms have a new splash of color. Brand 
new accent lights have been installed 
upstairs, which not only look great, but 
also sanitize the air around them. 

When you are upstairs working out, you 
will no longer need to go downstairs for 
water, because there is now an ice cold 
water dispenser upstairs. As you are 
enjoying that refreshing cup of water, 
you will also see some new cardio 
equipment has been installed. 

We are all excited about the two new 
Expresso Bikes, with 24 inch screens, 
that allow you to take virtual classes. 
You can ride through the mountains or 
take a tour in exotic locations. You can 
also sync the bikes to compete or play 
games with your friends. 

If you’re looking for a great full body 
workout, we have two brand new rowers 
upstairs along with new ellipticals and 
treadmills that can reach 16.5 mph! 
Within the next few months, you will also 
see new strength equipment and spin 
bikes arriving. 

You will also notice that our welcome 
desk has been relocated to the front of 
the building, giving our staff the ability 
to engage with you as you enter and 
exit the facility. Not only does the front 
desk look different, but it also functions 
differently. 

CH
AL

LE
NG

E

One of our most exciting additions to 
the Family Recreation Center has been 
our new operating system, capable of 
running completely off an iPad. With 
our own designated app “Dawson 
Recreation,” you are able to see available 
court times and reserve your spot, 
sign up for classes, and even purchase 
memberships all from your phone. 

With all the new changes occurring in 
the Recreation Ministry, we also wanted 
to introduce a new logo. Not only is it a 
hidden “DR” for Dawson Recreation, but 
it is also in the form of a triangle, which 
represents the Trinity. What an awesome 
opportunity we have to introduce 
people to Jesus when asked about  
the logo. 

WHAT WE ARE DOING
In this uncertain time, we are thankful 

to be open and available to serve our 
community. To do so responsibly, we are 
making every effort to keep our facility 
clean and organized.

While we were closed, the entire facility 
was professionally sanitized, and our goal 
is to continue that level of cleanliness. 
When you arrive at the FRC to work out, 
you will receive your own bottle of “Virex,” 
a cleaner which is commonly used in 
healthcare facilities for its effective 
disinfectant power against bacteria and 
viruses. You will also receive your own 
cleaning towel, which allows members 
to wipe down equipment before and 
after each use. 

Not only are our members cleaning the 
equipment throughout the day, but we 
temporarily close the facility for a couple 
of hours each week to do a mid-day deep 
cleaning. Our equipment has also been 
spaced six feet apart to ensure a safe 
experience during your visit. 

In the midst of all the chaos, our God still 
reigns. Despite the challenges of COVID-19, 
God has allowed us time to refocus our hearts 
on Him. During this time, while the Family 
Recreation Center was temporarily closed, we 
were able to accomplish much needed updates 
both physically and functionally. 

UP
 TO

 T
HE

"Behold,  
I am doing a 
new thing; 

now it springs 
forth, do you 
not perceive 

it? I will make 
a way in the 

wilderness and 
rivers in the  

  desert."”
Isaiah 43:19

By Bryan Howard
        Associate Minister of Recreation & Fitness
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Program wise, we are excited to be able 
to offer a daily basketball experience 
with new safety limitations put in 
place. Currently no full court games are 
permitted, however, a household or group 
of friends up to 4 people can reserve a 
basketball court to shoot hoops. 

If basketball isn’t your sport, we now have 
two pickleball courts. If you haven’t tried 
pickleball, it is a blast! It is a combination 
of giant ping pong and mini tennis played 
on a basketball court. 

We are also offering eight Group Exercise 
classes, ranging from boot camps, HIIT 
classes, and cycling classes, to strength 
training. Parents, if you are looking for 
something recreational for the kids to do, 
we have gymnastics and ballet programs 
set to begin a new year. 

Although we weren’t able to have our 
traditional summer camps this year, we 
were able to implement some creative 
alternatives. One of them was holding 
two very limited basketball camps that 
focused on skills training and agility. And 
instead of our usual Day Camp at Camp 
Dawson, we were able to offer families a 
customized day out of fun just for them. 
Families and friends of up to 10 people 
were able to enjoy the pool, zip line, rope 
swing, frisbee golf, arts and crafts, and 
more! We had such an incredible time 
serving our community through these 
unique opportunities. 

WHAT IS TO COME
With almost 600 individuals visiting 

our facility within the first month of 
reopening, there are many opportunities 
for people to encounter God here at the 
Family Recreation Center. Our main 
goal is to cultivate a community that 
intentionally disciples people through 
authentic relationships. I truly believe 
this is happening each day. Within that 
first month, three of our FRC members 
felt God calling them to officially join 
Dawson as church members! 

God has equipped us at Dawson to reach 
people without a church home through 
the universal language of sports and 
fitness. Sports and fitness activities break 
down social and economic barriers and 
allow people to experience relationships 
in a cross-cultural environment. 

We aim to provide a clean and safe 
environment where new and growing 
believers can be effectively discipled, 
and where seasoned believers can invest 
in others. Now more than ever, we are 
excited about future opportunities to 
share God's love and continue to pray 
for more brothers and sisters in Christ to 
come alongside our ministry. 
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Andrew Hudson achieved the rank of Eagle Scout in 
January 2020. Andrew’s leadership roles in the troop included 
Patrol Leader, Assistant Patrol Leader, Quartermaster, 
Chaplain Aide, and Historian. He earned 21 merit badges, is 
a member of the Order of the Arrow, and earned the Arrow 
of Light rank as a Cub Scout. Andrew completed many high 
adventure trips, including Philmont and Seabase.

For his Eagle Scout project, Andrew built mobile aluminum 
rolling storage carts for the Vestavia Hills High School 
(VHHS) Marching Band. The project was designed from 
the ground up. Each of the six carts required 20 pieces of 
aluminum angle, plus the aluminum plate for the decking 
and four casters. The entire project required approximately 
1200 holes and 600 bolts to hold them all together. The carts 
have been used to store and move instruments on and off 
transport trucks for away football games. They have been a 
tremendous improvement in managing the instruments and 
much appreciated by the band road crew.

Andrew has completed his Junior year at Vestavia Hills 
High School. He plays drums in the VHHS Band and is a 
member of Dawson's Jazz Band.

Andrew's parents are Blake and Andrea Hudson. He and 
his family are members of Dawson. 

Ethan Owens achieved the rank of Eagle Scout at Dawson 
Church Troop 83 in March 2020. Ethan’s leadership roles 
in the Troop include Senior Patrol Leader, Assistant Senior 
Patrol Leader, Quartermaster, Instructor, Troop Guide, and 
Patrol Leader. He has earned 25 merit badges, is a member 
of the Order of the Arrow, and earned his Arrow of Light in  
Cub Scouts. Ethan has completed many high adventure trips 
including Seabase, Philmont, and Northern Tier.

For his Eagle Scout project, Ethan organized and built a 
prayer garden around an existing cross at the Lovelady Center 
with the help of fellow troop members. His project included 
pouring the concrete pad for the bench, installing the pavers, 
designing the landscape, and planting the flowers. 

Ethan has completed his Junior year at Vestavia Hills High 
School. He is in the Vestavia High School Band, Jazz Band, 
and the Dawson Orchestra.

Ethan's parents are Sabrina and Scott Owens. He and his 
family are members of Dawson. 

Dawson Church Troop 83 is pleased to announce  
the achievement of the rank of Eagle Scout  

by Andrew Hudson and Ethan Owens.

Want To  
Join The FRC?
If you would like to use 
the FRC, you will need 
to create a new account 
by downloading the 
Dawson Recreation 
app from your device's 
app store or by visiting 
dawsonchurch.org/
membership.  

Bryan Howard was born in South 
Africa, as a missionary kid, and 
grew up in Florida. He holds a B.A. 
in Religion from Samford University 
and served in the Dawson Youth 
Ministry for four years before 
stepping into his present role. And 
on August 15, 2020, he married his 
high school sweetheart, Kendall 
Higdon. Congratulations to Bryan 
and Kendall!
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LORD, 
WILL YOU MAKE ME 
LIKE CALEB?

THE CLOCK and the calendar convince me that my time 
on this earth is way more than half done. However, I am not 
convinced that the value of God’s work through me is half done. 
I’ve had a few jobs at Dawson over the years, but the best are 
the ones I have now. What a joy it is to help adults work toward 
their GED at The Learning Center, and to put music into the 
hands of children through DMA, and to envision the future of 
the Body of Christ at KidLife. My friend, Jose, makes me realize 
how easy Hispanic VBS is for me and my schedule. He takes 
a week of vacation from work to help with VBS even though 
his boys have grown out of it. He’s a Kingdom Investor. That’s 
what I want to be.

I KNOW A GUY who has a certain modest talent. When a 
longtime Christian friend found out about it through social 
media, she posted, “I didn’t know you could do that. Why 
haven’t you been sharing it?” Her post was a loving admonition, 
but the simple question became an instant burden for him. 
Maybe he had been avoiding opportunities, thinking he wasn’t 
good enough to be sharing. Without any warning and before 
he had time to pray and inquire of the Lord, he was shocked 
into accepting a scary opportunity. He soon played his guitar 
in a “big church” worship service for the first time at age 70. 
He is grateful that other humbling, yet joy-filled opportunities 
have followed over time. Caleb would have been playing much 
sooner, of course.

THE AVERAGE LIFESPAN in 1900 was 47, today it’s 
80-something. I heard it at a conference, along with the idea 
that increasing lifespan is not an accident–God is up to 
something! We must include this in our perspective. Those 
of us in what might be called the "Encore Generation" are a 
different people group. We’ve experienced the advent of Rock 
& Roll and Folk Music. Then came the assassination of a 
President, Vietnam, and Woodstock. We figured out years ago 
who we are. Now we only have to find out what we do next.  
Health slows some of us down; mileage slows us all down, 
but we can still have the same mindset and the same faith. 
Perhaps we even depend more on our faith these days.

IN WHAT WAYS are we as strong as we ever were? Stronger? 
It’s never too late, so let’s not count ourselves out. Are we 
looking and listening for opportunities? God will honor and use 
our willingness somewhere and somehow. When God calls, 
we should answer, even if it seems foreign at first. Our skill 
sets may change a little, but we may have skills we haven’t 
found and turned over to God yet. Where does the Bible say we 
should choose to retire from ministry when we retire from our 
vocational work?

WHAT DO WE HAVE to offer? Most of us have time, ability, 
experience, and perspective. All of these are important, but 
perhaps the most important characteristics we can have are 
compassion, desire, sensitivity, and the strength that comes 
from a relationship with Jesus Christ. Through the Holy Spirit, 
we have the power of Christ in us to share and live the Gospel 
each day. We have plenty to offer. We can’t do every job, but 
whatever it is we have, we must give it. Just like Caleb. I’m not 
sure what I’ve got left, but whatever it is, I’m giving it henceforth. 
(I really like that word. I suspect God cares a little more about 
my “henceforth” than He does my “so far,” even though I pray 
He uses them both.) I don’t think I’ve given it all yet. How about 
you? A line in a secular song by British folk musician Eric Bibb 
speaks to the ministry chamber of my heart:

"He did not know he could not fly... so he did.”

LORD, make me like Caleb. Make us like Caleb. Help us find 
our gifts and strengths, and show us the opportunities you 
have prepared for us to help bring others closer to you.

Jim Rives is married to Sandi, who tirelessly pours love on their 
wonderful family, which includes a son, daughter, daughter-in-
law, two grandchildren, and Sandi’s mom. A Dawson member 
since 1968, Jim leads Bible studies and a Life Group, serves in 
the Music & Worship Ministry, and teaches Language Arts at The 
Learning Center.

SO, WHY is Caleb, of all the great Bible heroes, my hero? It’s 
because he wasn’t “done” until God said he was. There is a 
certain scene in the Bible that I visualize so clearly every time 
I read it. My paraphrase below includes a few details not 
found in Scripture, but I’m confident the conversation went 
something like this (Joshua 14:6–15):
 

”Actually, Josh, I’m not quite done yet. When I was 40, 
Moses sent us on a spy mission, and I brought back 
a strong, confident report on what I saw, even though 
my brothers made our people afraid. Moses said that 
my family would get the land that I had walked on, 
because I had truly followed God. Now, just as God 
promised, he has kept me alive these 45 years, so here 
I am today, 85 years old! I am still as strong today as 
the day Moses sent me out; and as ready for battle as 
I was then. Now you need to give me that hill country 
God was talking about on that day... Hebron! I know 
the 7-foot tall Anakites are there, and they’re mean and 
tough. I don’t care. With God’s help, I’ll drive them out 
just as He said.”

CALEB GOT HEBRON. With God’s help, he drove the Anakites 
out. Don’t forget, though; he was well-trained. God gave him 
a dangerous spy mission, and then 40 years of hard work in 
helping to lead a disgruntled people through the wilderness to 
strengthen him for a hard-fought invasion. God prepares his 
heroes for the bigger challenges later on. David killed a lion and 
a bear when he was a boy. According to David’s own words, 
that helped to prepare him for Goliath, an amazing exercise in 
faith that helped to prepare him as a future king.

CALEB’S WORLD was very much like ours: Faithlessness... 
Intercession... Consequences... Disobedience... Not listening 
to God’s voice. Using that as a backdrop you can see that Caleb 
is an incredible model for both you and me! Spy at 40. Leader 
and general at 80. Warrior at 85. Smart enough to seek help 
from younger guys at Debir when he needed it (Joshua 15:15–
16). Yet, the truest test of his faith and attitude may have been 
shown at the end of all that fighting. Caleb’s Hebron was later 
chosen as City of Refuge, making Caleb and his family move 
out to the outlying towns and fields. There is no evidence that 
he ever complained. He took what God gave him.

CALEB WAS NEVER the Top Dog, but he was a man who 
quietly affected eternity. Why? He willingly and boldly put 
himself in a position where God could use him—his entire 
adult life—all the time.

GOD HAS always used “vintage” people. He still does. Psalm 
92:12–15 says: The righteous man will flourish like the palm 
tree; he will grow like a cedar in Lebanon. Planted in the house 
of the Lord, they will flourish in the courts of our God. They 
will still yield fruit in old age; they shall be full of sap and very 
green, to declare that the Lord is upright; He is my rock, and 
there is no unrighteousness in Him. Here are a few more 
examples from Scripture:
“You will come to the grave in full vigor.” (Job 5:26)
“Even in your old age, I will sustain you.” (Isaiah 46:4)
Moses died at age 120 and his eyes were "not weak nor his 
strength gone.” (Deuteronomy 34:7)

Anna, age 84, "came to the temple every day." (Luke 2:37)

By Jim Rives

My Hero 
A Man Used by God… 
For a Long Time
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When people ask what we do at The 
Learning Center, the short answer 
is, “Serving others in the name of 

Jesus Christ through Adult Education.” You 
may wonder how, exactly, does someone 
serve Jesus by teaching Math or Social 
Studies? How do you make the Gospel 
known to others in a Science or Reading 
lesson? That answer is easy, it is through 
relationships.

One of our recent graduates, Susan, has 
been a great example of the difference that 

relationships can make. When Susan started 
classes with us, some instructors recognized 

her from a local restaurant. She worked there 
almost every day, and they had seen her face behind 

the counter. As she began working on her GED in our 
classes we repeatedly heard, “Susan’s a bright girl and a 

hard worker. She’s going to do this quickly.” She was on pace 
for that, but then her schedule changed, and she was only able 
to attend one day of class a week. That day was Wednesday. 
That was great because the subjects we usually teach on 
Wednesday, Science and Social Studies, were two that she 
felt weaker in, so it was helpful for her to be in those classes. 
It wasn’t great because she had bonded closely with her 
Thursday Language instructor, and she was now missing class 
with that instructor, as well as Thursday Bible Study, one of our 
required courses.

Her Thursday instructor, Amy Owen, then decided to go the 
extra mile for Susan. They began to meet at Dawson after 
Tuesday and Thursday class times (and when Susan’s shift at 
the restaurant ended). She had more one-on-one instruction 
from Amy, and suddenly, relationship happened. As the two 
continued to meet regularly, Amy was able to assess Susan’s 
ability in each subject. We spoke regularly about her progress 
and her drive to succeed, as well as ways they were praying 
and learning together. Susan wasn’t in Bible Study, but her 
relationship with the Lord was being lived out in front of her 
through Amy and others at The Learning Center.

As we quickly learned, Susan was already 
prepared for the Math section of the GED, so 
she took that section of the test and passed. 
The next hurdle was what she and Amy had 
been working on, Language Arts. A little while 
later, she took that section and passed. Then 
came Social Studies, which was particularly 
tricky since Susan hadn’t had much US History 
in school. Due to her hard work, extra tutor 
sessions outside of class, and determination, 
she passed Social Studies in early 2020. The 
final hurdle was Science.

Susan had been progressing 
nicely, continuing to meet 
with Amy regularly, attending 
her classes, and she had also 
begun attending services 
at Dawson and was ready 
to be baptized. Susan was 
originally scheduled to take 
the Science section of her 
test on Wednesday, March 
18, and then she would 
be baptized at Dawson on 
Sunday, March 22. Everything 
was falling into place when 
we finished classes for the 
week on Thursday, March 
12. Then COVID-19 shutdowns hit us hard. In-
person worship services were cancelled. GED 
testing centers were closed. Everything was on 
lockdown. Susan’s final hurdle was suddenly 
the size of Jericho’s wall. 

But none of this phased Susan. Each time we 
spoke, she told me she was still working at her 
job, studying her schoolwork, and praying and 
studying the Bible. She had faith that God would 
use this time to help her do well on her Science 

test, and she wasn’t going to let any of us down. (For the record, 
we made it clear that she could never let us down. Test scores 
have nothing to do with how proud of her we are!) She did all 
that she said she would, and then one day a miraculous email 
appeared in her inbox. It was from the publishers of the GED 
and stated that she had qualified to take a remote test at a 
location of her choosing. Finally, things were coming together.

On July 8, Susan came back to The Learning Center where we 
went through the multitude of steps necessary to ensure a 
fair testing environment, and she was able to take the Science 

section of her GED. She passed! I don’t think 
I’ll ever forget the look of relief and joy on her 
face when she saw her final score. It was a 
beautiful moment. After texting her mom, 
the next thing Susan wanted to do was call 
Amy and let her know. Amy celebrated with 
us from afar and was clearly as elated as she 
could be.

Even better than that, our in-person services 
had resumed, and baptisms were possible 
again. On Sunday, July 19, Susan was able to 

be baptized as a believer and 
follower of Jesus. As part 
of her baptism preparation, 
Susan was asked, “Who do 
you believe Jesus Christ is?” 
She answered, “Jesus is the 
Son of God, my Lord and 
Savior, who died on the 
cross for my sins, was 
raised three days later, and 
rescued me.”

We are thankful for the 
relationships that Susan 
has with her instructors 
from The Learning Center 
who encouraged her along 
the way. We are even more 

thankful for the relationship she has with 
Jesus, her Savior, who rescued her.

Susan'sstory
By Ryann Mitchell
By Program Manager, The Learning Center

"It was a beautiful 
moment.  

Ryann Mitchell serves as the Program 
Manager at The Learning Center. She 
loves working in a ministry with so 
many eager students and equally- 
eager, servant-hearted volunteers. She 
and her husband, Will, spend their free 
time wrangling their two daughters, 
Olivia (4) and Elizabeth (2).
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WHAT WE'VE LEARNED DURING QUARANTINE

“Just how much I took for granted being 
able to gather with our life groups and 
worship together! “      - Whitney Hill

“That I wasn’t intentional enough with my 
time before it started. “       - Tina Lindsey

“At the beginning, with so much unknown, I would always just 
repeat to myself ‘God is in control.’ I still do that, especially 
with everyone going back to school. We all just kind of live by 
the memory verse for August. Love your neighbor (even when 
you don’t agree with how they have handled the pandemic).  
That is hard to do because emotions want to take over.”  

-  Cynthia Smith

“Corporate worship feeds my soul 
in ways that I had not recognized 
until we were unable to physically 
meet as a church family.”    

               - Rhonda Powell

“We don’t need the busy schedule. We don’t really 
NEED all the things and activities that we thought 
we did. Family and faith is what really matters.”

- Jeff, Melinda, Joshua & Matthew Decker

“When you take everything away, busyness 
and distraction, you realize more and more 
than a relationship with the Lord is the 
only thing that matters. He and He alone 
is your comfort, your peace, your strength. 
I desperately miss corporate worship—the 
singing, the Word of God, the shared cup 
and the smiles and hugs—all the little 
things that make up a family.”

                       - Kimeran Stevens

“That God is in control and I am not! Our God is bigger  
than everyone and everything in this broken world! “  

- Semonne Strawbridge

 “We learned to slow down and focus on what’s really important.” - Michael Pepper

“Seeing family is a privilege.”      - Alyssa Leopard

“Today takes on a whole lot more significance than 
tomorrow and it’s been easier to meet neighbors and 
make friends when we are all in the same boat.” 

- Jim & Marilyn Henry

“We’ve learned that 
schedules don’t matter. 
Our time as a family has 
increased, and that has 
been great. But, we’ve 
also had to learn to 
juggle and be respectful 
of each other’s time and 
commitments.”  

- Terry Sparks

“Two things:  
1)That Jesus can use me to serve Him 
now, more than ever.  
2) We are spending less and can give 
more.”                   - Laura Pickens

“None of this is surprising to the Lord.”   - Tracy Hanrahan

We have affirmed over and over that 
God is in control. He is aware of 
every detail, and nothing takes Him 
by surprise. Also, we all really like 
each other and enjoy spending time 
together!  

   - George Robert, Deidre, Mary 
Martin & William Booker

“I’ve become spiritually 
stronger with my kids and it’s 
ok to take time for myself.” 

- Akeela McCaslin

Holy Father,

We praise You for the gift of knowledge and for making us 
capable of learning. Thank You for the access we enjoy  

to schools, teachers, and information.

As this school year begins, we pause and remember that You 
teach us through every person and situation we are in. Whether 
it be hallways, playgrounds, carpool lines, or classrooms, please 

help us being patient, kind, and observant as we learn. 

Remind us that others are watching us. Through our words, 
attitudes, and actions, we teach as much as we learn. Before we 
begin each day, please help us to seek You and Your guidance. 

Keep us safe, Father, as we travel to and from school, as we sit 
in our classrooms, during our learning activities, and from those 
who mean us harm. Help us to be a safe place for those who 
need friendship, who don't fit in, and who need a listening ear.

Remind us that all instruction and information is to be measured 
against Your Word, and give us the courage to share You  

with those we encounter during our daily routine.

May You be glorified in everything we do this year!

Amen

A PRAYER FOR TEACHERS, 

ADMINISTRATORS, AND STUDENTS
By Rachel  Langston
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dawsonchurch.org/SongsOfHope

Wednesdays beginning September 2 at 6:00 p.m.

Songs of Hope
PsalmS


