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I Believe In The Holy Spirit: A Study of the Holy Spirit in a Believer’s Life

“The Holy Spirit for the Believer: Pentecost”
February 18, 2026

1. The Handoff: Jesus’ Parting Gift

“And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city
until you are clothed with power from on high.” (Luke 24:49)

e What Is “The Promise of My Father”?

“And | will give you a new heart, and a new spirit | will put within you. And | will
remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will
put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to
obey my rules.” (Ezekiel 36:26-27)

“And | will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your
own land. Then you shall know that I am the LORD; | have spoken, and I will do it,
declares the LORD.” (Ezekiel 37:14)

“And it shall come to pass afterward,
that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh;
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
your old men shall dream dreams,
and your young men shall see visions.
29 Even on the male and female servants
in those days | will pour out my Spirit.” (Joel 2:28-29)

e “Clothed with Power from on High”
o Meaning:

= this is not self-generated
= this is not

= this is not strategy

= this is divine

o They will be wrapped in what they do not naturally possess.

o The Christian life is not lived by strength, but by divine
power—God Himself dwelling within His people.
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2. The Arrival: Pentecost

When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 And
suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled
the entire house where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to
them and rested on each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. (Acts 2:1-4)

e Pentecost is not a in God'’s plan, but rather this is the
fulfillment of God'’s ancient promise.

e Where have we seen and heard this before? Fire, Wind, and the Voice of God?

A. Pentecost as Fulfilled

For this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those days,
declares the LORD: | will put my law within them, and | will write it on their
hearts. And | will be their God, and they shall be my people. (Jeremiah 31:33)

The Mountain and the Fire: Pentecost as the New Sinai (see chart on back page)

B. Pentecost as the Tower of Babel

Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under
heaven. 6 And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were
bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. 7
And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking
Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? 9
Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11 both Jews and proselytes,
Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works
of God.” 12 And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What
does this mean?” 13 But others mocking said, “They are filled with new wine.”
(Acts 2:5-13)

e The gift of tongues at Pentecost was not an prayer language.

e Tongues was God’s way of bringing the to an understanding of
God’s mighty works through the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
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At Babel, earth proudly tried to ascend to heaven; at Pentecost, heaven radically
descended to earth.

3. God Give Us Another Pentecost? Yes or No?

e The Pentecost is not an event the church is trying to . Pentecost is
an event the church is living in.

e Pentecost was a one-time, redemptive-historical moment.

Notes:

4. Good News: The Spirit Is Not Partially Here—He Is Fully Here

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.
(Romans 8:9)

In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee
of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.
(Ephesians 1:13-14)

5. Summary:
e Pentecost is not the pattern; it is the foundation.
Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father

the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing
and hearing. (Acts 2:33)
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The Mountain and the Fire: Pentecost as the New Sinai

Mount Sinai (Old Covenant)

Occurs: “Approximately” 50 days after
Passover/Exodus ' (Israel redeemed
from Egypt)

God descends on a mountain

Fire and smoke cover Sinai
(Exodus 19:18)

Thunder, trumpet blast, loud voice of
God (Exodus 19:16)

God gives the Law written on stone
tablets

Covenant community formed:
Israel becomes God’s people

The Law reveals sin and brings
judgment

3,000 die after the golden calf rebellion
(Exodus 32:28)

Pentecost (New Covenant)

Occurs: 50 days after
Passover/Resurrection (Church
redeemed through Christ)

God descends on His people

Tongues of fire rest on believers
(Acts 2:3)

Sound of a mighty rushing wind
(Acts 2:2)

God gives the Spirit written on human
hearts

Covenant community formed:
The Church becomes God'’s people

The Spirit convicts of sin and brings
salvation

3,000 are saved after Peter’s sermon
(Acts 2:41)

' We can say with confidence that Sinai happened in the third month after Passover—
and Jewish tradition counts Sinai as aligning with Pentecost (50 days after Passover).
But the explicit text of Exodus does not give a day-by-day count of exactly 50 days.
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