
 

K.E.Y. Bible Study 
 

 

	  
	  
 

K.E.Y. Bible Study (2015-2016) 
Dawson Family of Faith 

Bill Johnston 

Description:  K.E.Y. Bible Study introduces the essential biblical narratives, concepts, and themes, and teaches the student 
how to apply the message of the Bible to daily living.  Each teaching session is self-contained, which allows participants to join in 
the study at any time during the five years. 

 
Purpose: To teach the most significant events, passages, and doctrines of the Bible in a manner and using 

methods which encourages and empowers the student to: 
     Keep the faith that we have received 
     Be Equipped to serve the Body of Christ 
     Become Yoked, or connect, with others for the purpose of ministry  

 
 
	  

Handling Difficult Circumstances 
March 9, 2016 

Acts Reference:  19:21-20:6 
 
 
 
 

General Background 
 

   The Apostle Paul spent an extended period of time in the city of Ephesus. Conflicts 
arose. Neither he, nor the local body of believers initiated the conflict. The residual 
effects of people coming to Christ and abandoning their former lifestyles and practices 
were making an impact on the city. The response was visceral and full of rancor. 
When lives are changed and the Lordship of Jesus Christ becomes evident in the way 
people live, those who do not desire to yield to His Lordship, or see a need to do so, at 
times become nasty. It seems that those who espouse tolerance can be the most 
intolerant. The book of Acts is filled with accounts of the fact that the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ changes lives and the communities in which believers live. Our story today is 
one such event. 

 
   The human condition has not changed very much. We are still prone to “religions” of 
our own making. The prophet Isaiah and Paul both spoke of this tendency: 
 
Isaiah 44:15 It is man's fuel for burning; some of it he takes and warms himself, he 
kindles a fire and bakes bread. But he also fashions a god and worships it; he 
makes an idol and bows down to it.  

 
Romans 1:21-25   For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor 
gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were 
darkened.  Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the 
glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and 
animals and reptiles. Therefore, God gave them over in the sinful desires of their 
hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. They 
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exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather 
than the Creator--who is forever praised. Amen.  

 
What Happened 

The Plan 
 
Acts 19:21-22   After all this had happened, Paul decided to go to Jerusalem, passing through 
Macedonia and Achaia. "After I have been there," he said, "I must visit Rome also." He sent 
two of his helpers, Timothy and Erastus, to Macedonia, while he stayed in the province of Asia 
a little longer. 

 
The Situation 
 
Acts 19:23-29   About that time there arose a great disturbance about the Way. A silversmith 
named Demetrius, who made silver shrines of Artemis, brought in no little business for the 
craftsmen.  He called them together, along with the workmen in related trades, and said: 
"Men, you know we receive a good income from this business.  And you see and hear how 
this fellow Paul has convinced and led astray large numbers of people here in Ephesus and in 
practically the whole province of Asia. He says that man-made gods are no gods at all.  There 
is danger not only that our trade will lose its good name, but also that the temple of the great 
goddess Artemis will be discredited, and the goddess herself, who is worshiped throughout 
the province of Asia and the world, will be robbed of her divine majesty."  When they heard 
this, they were furious and began shouting: "Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!"  Soon the 
whole city was in an uproar. The people seized Gaius and Aristarchus, Paul's traveling 
companions from Macedonia, and rushed as one man into the theater. 
 
The Quandary 
 
Paul wanted to appear before the crowd, but the disciples would not let him.  Even some of 
the officials of the province, friends of Paul, sent him a message begging him not to venture 
into the theater. 
 
Sound Familiar? 
 
Acts 19:32   The assembly was in confusion: Some were shouting one thing, some another. 
Most of the people did not even know why they were there.  

“Let’s Listen to Him; No Wait!; Lets Yell at Him!” 

 Acts 19:33-34   The Jews pushed Alexander to the front, and some of the crowd shouted 
instructions to him. He motioned for silence in order to make a defense before the people.  But 
when they realized he was a Jew, they all shouted in unison for about two hours: "Great is 
Artemis of the Ephesians!"  

A Cooler Head Prevailed 
 
Acts 19:35-41   The city clerk quieted the crowd and said: "Men of Ephesus, doesn't all the 
world know that the city of Ephesus is the guardian of the temple of the great Artemis and of 
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her image, which fell from heaven?  Therefore, since these facts are undeniable, you ought to 
be quiet and not do anything rash.  You have brought these men here, though they have 
neither robbed temples nor blasphemed our goddess. If, then, Demetrius and his fellow 
craftsmen have a grievance against anybody, the courts are open and there are proconsuls. 
They can press charges. If there is anything further you want to bring up, it must be settled in 
a legal assembly. As it is, we are in danger of being charged with rioting because of today's 
events. In that case we would not be able to account for this commotion, since there is no 
reason for it." After he had said this, he dismissed the assembly.  

A Summary 
 
Acts 20:1-6   When the uproar had ended, Paul sent for the disciples and, after encouraging 
them, said good-by and set out for Macedonia.  He traveled through that area, speaking many 
words of encouragement to the people, and finally arrived in Greece, where he stayed three 
months. Because the Jews made a plot against him just as he was about to sail for Syria, he 
decided to go back through Macedonia. He was accompanied by Sopater son of Pyrrhus from 
Berea, Aristarchus and Secundus from Thessalonica, Gaius from Derbe, Timothy also, and 
Tychicus and Trophimus from the province of Asia.  These men went on ahead and waited for 
us at Troas.  But we sailed from Philippi after the Feast of Unleavened Bread, and five days 
later joined the others at Troas, where we stayed seven days. 
  
 

What Does It Mean and How Can I Apply It? 
	  

	  
 

Most	  of	  the	  “isms”	  of	  the	  world’s	  way	  of	  thinking	  are	  reductions	  of	  three	  things:	  a	  reduction	  of	  the	  
Lordship	  of	  Jesus	  Christ;	  a	  reduction	  of	  the	  truth	  of	  the	  Word	  of	  God;	  a	  reduction	  of	  the	  value	  of	  the	  
nature	  of	  humankind.	  You	  can	  identify	  this	  reduction	  with	  the	  attitude	  that	  “this	  is	  nothing	  but…”	  Jesus	  
is	  nothing	  but	  a	  myth,	  or	  nothing	  but	  a	  good	  teacher;	  the	  Word	  of	  God	  is	  nothing	  but	  a	  human	  produced	  
book	  with	  some	  good	  advice	  here	  and	  there;	  humankind	  is	  nothing	  but	  a	  naturally	  selected	  product	  of	  
time.	  The	  total	  truth	  is:	  Jesus	  is	  exalted;	  the	  Word	  of	  God	  is	  authoritative;	  humans	  are	  beings	  created	  in	  
the	  image	  of	  God	  with	  intrinsic	  worth.	  
	  
With	  appreciation	  to	  Nancy	  Pearcey	  and	  the	  book	  Total	  Truth,	  I	  share	  two	  of	  her	  Five	  Strategic	  

	  Principles	  for	  recognizing	  idols	  
	  

1. Identify the idol – what has been put in the place of God. God cannot be rejected without 
putting something else in His place. 

2. Identify the idol’s reduction – How does it debase the Biblical view of Christ? The Word 
of God? Humanity? 

	  


