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I Believe In The Holy Spirit: A Study of the Holy Spirit in a Believer’s Life
“The Holy Spirit and My Salvation”

February 25, 2026 (last two points on March 4, 2026)

3. The Holy Spirit

For this reason | bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family in
heaven and on earth is named, 16 that according to the riches of his glory he may
grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being.
(Ephesians 3:14-16)

A. Sanctification: The Spirit gives the believer a new position in
Christ—set apart in Christ and sprinkled with his blood—and a new power in
Christ.

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion
in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 according to the
foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience
to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood. (1 Peter 1:1-2)

B. Sanctification:

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my
presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good
pleasure. (Philippians 2:12-13)

Though we must make effort in our growth in godliness, the Spirit empowers our
through and through.

4. The Holy Spirit

In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee
of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.
(Ephesians 1:13-14)

The seal of the Spirit us as true believers, secures our eternal safety, and
marks us out as belonging to God.

of our Salvation

The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God.
(Romans 8:16)
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I Believe In The Holy Spirit: A Study of the Holy Spirit in a Believer’s Life
“The Baptism With/Of The Holy Spirit”
March 4, 2026

1. Spirit Baptism: A Summary
The baptism of/with the Holy Spirit is that work whereby the Spirit of God places the

believer into and into union with other
in the body of Christ at the moment of salvation.

2. Scriptural References:

“I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
(Mark 1:8)

John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier
than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals | am not worthy to untie. He will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” (Luke 3:16)

“I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me,
‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with
the Holy Spirit.”” (John 1:33)

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier
than I, whose sandals | am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire.” (Matthew 3:11)

And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to
wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days
from now.” (Acts 1:4-5)

“As | began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the beginning.
16 And | remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, ‘John baptized with water,
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 17 If then God gave the same gift to
them as he gave to us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was | that |
could stand in God's way?” 18 When they heard these things they fell silent. And
they glorified God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance
that leads to life.” (Acts 11:15-18)
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For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—]Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—
and all were made to drink of one Spirit. (1 Corinthians 12:13)

3. Preliminary Conclusions
To be baptized with the Holy Spirit is God’s way of joining every new believer at

their into the body of Christ, the church. Spirit baptism unites all of us
as the new covenant people of God.

For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—
and all were made to drink of one Spirit. (1 Corinthians. 12:13)

There is no where a person is converted
but not a part of the body of Christ. This initial gift of the Holy Spirit happens at the
of your salvation.

4. An Alternative Interpretation: Baptism of the Holy Spirit as a “Second Blessing” or
a “Second Work of Grace”

A. Who Holds An “Alternative” Interpretation? A Few Introductions:
refers to churches that emerged in the early 20th century (Azusa

Street, 1906), emphasizing Spirit and the ongoing use of
miraculous spiritual gifts such as speaking in tongues, prophecy, and healing.

are Christians who affirm the ongoing work of the Spirit's
miraculous gifts such as speaking in tongues, prophecy, and healing. Some
remain within historic Protestant, Catholic, or Anglican traditions as part of
renewal movements, while others belong to independent or non-denominational
charismatic churches.

B. Those Who Hold This “Second Blessing” View Generally Believe the Following:

e Conversion (new birth) happens when a person believes in Christ.

e The baptism of the Holy Spirit is a experience.
e This second experience empowers the believer for witness.
e Speaking in tongues is often viewed as the initial evidence of

this baptism of the Spirit.
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C. Second Blessing”: Key Texts in Acts
Acts 2 — Pentecost

Notes:

A “Pentecostal” Interpretation: The apostles were believers before Acts 2, yet
experienced Spirit baptism later. This is a sign of a distinct event
accompanied by tongues.

Acts 8 — The Samaritans

Notes:

A “Pentecostal” Interpretation: Belief and baptism occur first, then the reception
of the Spirit occurs later. This delay indicates a between conversion
and Spirit

Acts 10 — Cornelius

Notes:
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A “Pentecostal” Interpretation: The Spirit baptism appears simultaneous with faith,
but “Pentecostals” see this as confirmation that Spirit baptism is an identifiable
experience marked by the of tongues.

Acts 19 — The Disciples in Ephesus

Notes:

A “Pentecostal” Interpretation: aul clearly distinguishes between belief and
receiving the Spirit.

5. A Brief Response: Where Are the Tongues in Our Worship Services?

e Acts records , redemptive-historical moments.
e he delays in Acts reflect the unfolding inclusion of Jews, Samaritans, and then
Gentiles into the body of Christ, which was a unique moment in

the life of the early church.

Notes:

e 1 Corinthians 12:13 teaches all believers are baptized by one Spirit into one body
at conversion.
e Therefore, Spirit baptism is synonymous with conversion.
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