Life Together
James 5:16-20
Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer
of a righteous person has great power as it is working. Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he
prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then
he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit. My brothers, if anyone among you
wanders from the truth and someone brings him back, let him know that whoever brings back a sinner
from his wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.

2. To Know Us: The Power of Confession (v. 16)

For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long.
For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. Selah
I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, “I will confess my transgressions to
the LORD,” and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. Selah - Psalm 32:3-5
“I have discovered that most people have no one to talk to, no one, that is, who really wants to listen.
When it does at last dawn on a man that you really want to hear about his business, the look that comes
over his face is something to see.” – Walker Percy
“Sin demands to have a man by himself. It withdraws him from the community. The more isolated a person
is, the more destructive will be the power of sin over him.” – Dietrich Bonhoeffer
3. To Restore Us: The Power of Restoration (vs. 19-20)
A. The Result of Restoration
B. The Steps To Restoration
Biblical Guide: Galatians 6:1-2 – “Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are
spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be
tempted. Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.”
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