
SESSION TWO

The Spread of 
the Gospel

SESSION SUMMARY
Christian boldness isn’t something we simply have to work up for ourselves; it comes through faith in 
Jesus and through the gift of His Holy Spirit, who empowers and gives us the boldness to live for the 
glory of our Savior. Jesus deserves first place in our lives, which will be reflected in our actions for His 
name’s sake. If we are convinced the gospel is true, then we must act on what we believe, asking God 
for boldness and then proclaiming the truth. We should be compelled to say and do bold things for the 
sake of the gospel.

SCRIPTURE
Acts 3:1-10; 4:5-31

16     Leader Guide  /  Session 2



THE POINT

When Christians are bold in their faith, the gospel will spread.
   

INTRO/STARTER   5-10 MINUTES

Option 1
Circumstances in our lives sometimes lead us to make risky decisions or do brave things because of 
a sudden burst of boldness and daring. Many stories of boldness are obvious and familiar, like the 
mother who sees her child in harm’s way and confronts a grizzly bear, a moving car, or a rattlesnake. 
Something that would normally make someone run away in fear can be confronted with boldness 
(and a surge of adrenaline). Firefighters, policemen, and EMS workers often make bold and fearless 
decisions in moments of crisis. 

The stakes aren’t always life and death. Pursuing a career of almost any kind takes boldness, 
as does trying to be an artist or an entrepreneur. In all of these cases, boldness leads to something 
good. Boldness saves lives and allows us to pursue our dreams and callings. Boldness leads to love, 
reconciliation, and the deep community that can only thrive in a family.

Being a Christian in the world we live in today demands a certain kind of boldness in the face 
of this spiritual resistance. We live in a world where faith and spirituality are constantly resisted, 
where the vast majority of the ideas shaping our world treat God as though He were unnecessary or 
nonexistent. And Christians believe some daring (or audacious) things: God made the world, sin broke 
it, and God is reconciling all the world to Himself through Jesus— His Son who lived, died, and rose 
again. Simply confessing this belief is a bold claim and living it out demands even more boldness.

• What bold acts have you taken in your life? What were the results?

Option 2
As students settle in, ask them to think of people who were accused of something they didn’t do or a 
situation in which someone made a false accusation about them. On a dry-erase board or large poster 
board, jot down some of the names and situations they describe. Then ask: 

• How did these people respond to the accusations? What happened as a result?

Through Peter and John, God healed a lame man, and they made sure everyone knew the man was 
healed in Jesus’ name and authority. They were arrested because the religious leaders didn’t like what 
they were teaching about Jesus and the resurrection of the dead. Instead of backing down or arguing, 
Peter simply presented the gospel. The religious leaders couldn’t find anything against them, so Peter 
and John were released. Even in the midst of seemingly bad circumstances, we stick to the truth, 
proclaim the gospel with boldness, and trust God with the outcome.
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THE POINT

When Christians are bold in their faith, the gospel will spread.

CHARACTERS
• Holy Spirit: third person of the Trinity

• Peter: formerly called Simon, brother of Andrew, known as the apostle to the Jews

• John: most known for being the “beloved disciple”; wrote the Gospel of John; 1, 2, and 3 John; 
and Revelation

• High priest, Elders, and Scribes: a group of prominent spiritual and political individuals during Jesus’ 
earthly ministry who oversaw temple worship in Jerusalem and were in charge of Jewish Law and 
interpretation of Scripture

PLOT
Following the arrival of God’s indwelling Spirit, the disciples’ lives began to change. These once timid 
and fearful disciples became bold communicators of the gospel and were able to even perform signs 
and miracles that validated the truthfulness of their message and mission. In this session, we will see 
one of these miracles and its outcome.

HIS STORY   15-20 MINUTES
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PETER AND JOHN HEALED A MAN
Acts 3–4 tells a story of Spirit-empowered boldness. Peter and John healed a 
crippled man and had to deal with some of the consequences of following in 
Jesus’ steps.

1 Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of 
prayer, the ninth hour. 2 And a man lame from birth was being 
carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple that is 
called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple. 
3 Seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked to 
receive alms. 4 And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and 
said, “Look at us.” 5 And he fixed his attention on them, expecting 
to receive something from them. 6 But Peter said, “I have no silver 
and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” 7 And he took him by the right hand 
and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles were made 
strong. 8 And leaping up, he stood and began to walk, and entered 
the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. 9 And 
all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10 and recognized 
him as the one who sat at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking 
for alms. And they were filled with wonder and amazement at what 
had happened to him. … 5 On the next day their rulers and elders 
and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, 6 with Annas the high 
priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the 
high-priestly family. 7 And when they had set them in the midst, they 
inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8 Then 
Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people 
and elders, 9 if we are being examined today concerning a good deed 
done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, 
10 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom 
God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before you 
well. 11 This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, 
which has become the cornerstone. 12 And there is salvation in no 
one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men 
by which we must be saved.” (Acts 3:1-10; 4:5-12)

Peter and John may have seen this same man many times before, since the 
Scriptures tell us the man was carried to this gate to beg every day. Yet on this 
day, they noticed him. The Spirit of God led them to pay attention, and Peter was 
moved to offer the man much more than he asked for.

TIMELINE

COURAGE OF 
THE DISCIPLES
John and Peter perform 
miracles and preach the 
gospel with boldness.

COMMUNITY OF 
GENEROSITY
The church displays 
unity and generosity.

* Bonus Session
FROM HUMILIATION 
TO EXALTATION
Jesus’ arrival is one of 
humility, obedience, 
and exaltation.
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In a public space, for all to see, Peter told the crippled man to get up and 
walk. The man took Peter’s hand, stood, and began walking, leaping, and 
praising God. Peter seized the opportunity to speak to the gathering crowd 
about Jesus being the crucified and risen Messiah, in whose name this 
healing occurred (Acts 3:11-26). 

After being arrested for this scene (Acts 4:1-3), Peter and John were called before 
the Jewish leaders to explain themselves. Don’t miss the tension of this moment. 
They healed a crippled man in a public setting in the name of a “convicted 
heretic” these leaders had killed. This wasn’t merely a theological exam; this was a 
life-and-death encounter with authorities who had a distinct interest in silencing 
anyone doing anything in the name of Jesus.

Peter’s response to their interrogation was revolutionary. He could have sought 
to save his own skin, deny any knowledge of the events, or minimize the 
involvement of Jesus’ name. (Let’s not forget that denying Jesus was something 
Peter had struggled with before.) Instead, he confronted them directly. 
He defied their hatred of Jesus and clearly accused them of murdering the 
Messiah. Peter was not trying to be a hero by taking a bold stand and defying 
the religious authorities. He was simply telling them the truth about who Jesus 
is—the cornerstone of all creation, the only source of salvation in the world. 
This marks the difference between spiritual boldness and being a jerk—Peter 
wasn’t just trying to prove a point, he was pointing to Jesus. Peter allowed his 
Spirit-filled witness to be driven by his Jesus-focused worship.

• If you were there with Peter and John, or faced a similar situation 
today, how would you respond to the leaders’ questions? (p. 17, PSG)

• How do you think people today would respond to what Peter said 
about Jesus being the only One who can save? (p. 17, PSG)

PETER AND JOHN WERE THREATENED BY 
THE AUTHORITIES 
The Jewish leaders knew they were facing a crisis. They had executed Jesus as a 
heretic, but His followers continued to carry out miraculous works in His name. 
The religious leaders wanted to manage the crisis.

13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived 
that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. 
And they recognized that they had been with Jesus. 14 But seeing 
the man who was healed standing beside them, they had nothing to 
say in opposition. 15 But when they had commanded them to leave 
the council, they conferred with one another, 16 saying, “What shall 
we do with these men? For that a notable sign has been performed 
through them is evident to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and we 
cannot deny it. 17 But in order that it may spread no further among 
the people, let us warn them to speak no more to anyone in this 
name.” 18 So they called them and charged them not to speak or 
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teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 Peter and John answered them, 
“Whether it’s right in the sight of God for us to listen to you rather 
than to God, you decide; 20 for we are unable to stop speaking about 
what we have seen and heard.” 21 After threatening them further, 
they released them. They found no way to punish them because 
the people were all giving glory to God over what had been done. 
22 For this sign of healing had been performed on a man over forty 
years old. (Acts 4:13-22)

Rather than own their obvious failure to recognize Jesus or acknowledge the 
miraculous work being done in front of them, they chose to try and silence it, not 
unlike how they paid the soldiers to say Jesus’ disciples stole His body from the 
tomb (Matt. 28:11-15). This reaction isn’t something new. Throughout the past 
two thousand years, efforts have been made by religious, political, and cultural 
leaders to ban the name of Jesus and to silence His followers.

We need three things to resist the pressure to minimize Jesus, First, we need 
to keep our eyes on Jesus—on who He is and what His life, death, and 
resurrection have accomplished for us. Second, we need the gathering of God’s 
people. When we gather with the church, we’re reminded that we’re citizens of 
a different kind of kingdom, and we’re under a different kind of authority than 
the political and social kingdoms we live in now. Third, we need the boldness 
that comes from being filled with the Holy Spirit. According to Acts 4:19-22, 
Peter and John were prepared for this moment. Filled with the Spirit of God, 
they answered their oppressors with faith and boldness, refusing to deny Jesus 
in order to satisfy the Jewish leaders. 

GOD’S PEOPLE ARE UNAFRAID TO SHARE 
THE GOSPEL
After standing up to the Sanhedrin, the apostles went back to the church. Take a 
look at what happened next:

23 After they were released, they went to their own people and 
reported everything the chief priests and the elders had said to 
them. 24 When they heard this, they raised their voices together to 
God and said, “Master, you are the one who made the heaven, the 
earth, and the sea, and everything in them. 25 You said through the 
Holy Spirit, by the mouth of our father David your servant: Why do 
the Gentiles rage and the peoples plot futile things? 26 The kings of 
the earth take their stand and the rulers assemble together against 
the Lord and against his Messiah. 27 “For, in fact, in this city both 
Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, 
assembled together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you 
anointed, 28 to do whatever your hand and your will had predestined 
to take place. 29 And now, Lord, consider their threats, and grant 
that your servants may speak your word with all boldness, 30 while 

TIMELINE

THE FIRST MARTYR
Stephen reflects Jesus in 
his life and his death.

THE ETHIOPIAN 
TRAVELER
Philip faithfully shares 
the message of 
the gospel.

PETER VISITS 
CORNELIUS
The gospel goes to 
the Gentiles.
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30 while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders 
are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31 And 
when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered 
together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
continued to speak the word of God with boldness. (Acts 4:23-31)

There’s an important connection here between bold prayer and bold ministry. 
After a string of Spirit-filled ministry victories, even in the context of an 
unjust imprisonment, the church responded by seeking God in worshipful 
prayer. These Christians were extremely aware that all that had happened—
the healing, the bold confrontation with the Jewish leaders, the favor of the 
crowds—was the work of God, and more specifically, the work of the Holy 
Spirit. In response, the church looked to God and asked Him to continue His 
work. They prayed for continued boldness, for healing, signs, and wonders to 
happen in the name of Jesus.

• How do you think your life would change if you prayed with the same 
kind of boldness as the early church? (p. 18, PSG)

CHRIST CONNECTION
Once the Holy Spirit arrived, the disciples began proclaiming Jesus as Lord 
and Savior. They put on display the power of His kingdom by performing 
miracles in His name. When confronted by earthly authorities, they 
reaffirmed their allegiance to Jesus and continued to declare the gospel with 
confidence that Jesus is mighty to save.

Personality of the Holy Spirit (p. 17, PSG)

The Bible not only affirms the full divinity of the Holy Spirit but also His personhood. 
Many people have mistakenly believed that the Spirit is a force or power, not a person. 
However, Scripture affirms His personhood by acknowledging that He is treated as 
a person (Acts 5:3; 7:51; Heb. 10:29), acts like a person (John 14:26; 15:26; Rom. 8:14), 
has attributes of a person (1 Cor. 2:10-11; Eph. 4:30), and acts in personal ways 
(Isa. 63:10; Acts 13:2). In addition to these, the Bible also affirms that Christians relate to 
Him personally (Acts 5:3-4; 7:51).
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GROUP QUESTIONS
God’s Story has always been designed to connect with your story. It is because of His 
Story that our stories make sense, have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the 
questions below to help think through how His Story connects with your own.

• What risks are involved in proclaiming Jesus as the only way of salvation 
in the world?  At the very minimum, we could be labeled intolerant of other belief 
systems or at worst be severely persecuted for believing Jesus is the only way, truth, 
and life. 

• What attitudes and motivations should we resist as we share the gospel of 
Jesus with others?  We should resist pride and all the ways it might try to manifest 
itself, such as trying to win an argument or prove people wrong just to make them look 
inferior,  and so forth.

• What are some ways you have experienced the pressure to minimize your 
witness to Jesus?  Answers will vary. 

• Why should we pray both in response to circumstances and in preparation for 
our acts of ministry?  We pray because we recognize our need for God to be at work in 
what we are experiencing and what lies ahead. We trust God for what has happened, is 
happening, and what will happen. 

YOUR STORY   10-15 MINUTES

YOUR STORY
Where your story 
meets His.

HIS STORY
God’s Story of 
Redemption, 
through His Son, 
Jesus Christ.
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YOUR MISSION   10-15 MINUTES

HEAD
We can follow in the disciples’ footsteps by dedicating time and energy to the prayers surrounding our 
own ministries. By taking prayer as seriously as we take the “actual” work in our ministry—be it music 
ministry, feeding people in need, sharing the gospel with friends and neighbors—we put the work of 
ministry in its proper place. Bold ministry requires bold prayer, and bold prayer enables bold ministry. 

• What things might keep us from praying for God’s power and boldness in the ministry of 
our group/church?  Unbelief in the power of prayer, pride in thinking our ministries are ultimately 
dependent upon us, and so on. 

• What are some ways you can include a more structured time of prayer in your 
life each day?  Answers will vary. 

HEART
There’s a wonderful sense of perspective in the prayer from Acts 4. These Christians saw that God’s 
work began long before them, and they were merely participating in the bigger story. This perspective 
humbled them because they knew God’s story was much larger than their own. This perspective also 
empowered them because they saw how God had faithfully carried out the work for centuries. So, the 
people were able to go out with boldness. The pressure was off of them; God had been doing and will 
continue this work.

• How does praying through the story of God’s work in Scripture, in history, and in our lives 
embolden our prayers?  It reminds us of God’s powerful story of redemption and our role in it.

• How does the continuous act of reminding ourselves of what God is doing give us 
boldness in our everyday lives?  If we truly believe God is at work in the world, then we will be 
motivated to live boldly for Him as we carry out the mission He has called us to. 

HANDS
Like the first Christians, we face spiritual resistance. Most of us haven’t had to risk our lives (though 
some Christians in the world certainly do), but we do risk ridicule and rejection from an unbelieving 
culture, friends, neighbors, and family. It’s tempting to try to prove ourselves right when we confront 
resistance, but we should take a cue from the way Peter and John responded to the Jewish leaders. 
Rather than trying to win an argument, Peter simply declared what he knew to be true—Jesus is the 
cornerstone and salvation comes by no other name.

• What will it look like when a Christian’s ultimate allegiance is to Jesus?  
Ultimate allegiance doesn’t mean perfection; it means pursuing repentance when we sin, knowing 
Jesus is far better than anything this world can offer. 

• How can your story of hearing and believing the gospel open doors for sharing the gospel 
with others?  Answers will vary. 
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ADDITIONAL INFO

LEADER PACK
For this session, refer students to pack item #6, which contains a quote poster related to the session.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Check out the following additional resources:

• Leader Training Videos
• One Conversations
• Midweek Studies (to access your Midweek Study, go to lifeway.com/TGPMissionWin18)
• Circular Timeline Poster
• App (for both leader and student)

Additional suggestions for specific groups are available at
GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources

And for free online training on how to lead a group visit
MinistryGrid.com/web/TheGospelProject
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