
SESSION SIX

God Doesn’t 
Show Favoritism

SESSION SUMMARY
The gospel resists and tears down the boundaries that often separate people in the world. The writers 
of the New Testament often confronted the church when it failed to unite around the gospel and break 
these walls down. Peter, who struggled with such issues himself, learned the importance of calling the 
church to brotherly unity. However, his journey toward unity began with the Holy Spirit paving the 
way in the heart of a Gentile and then in his own heart. With God, there is no favoritism. Salvation is 
offered to people from every tribe, tongue, and nation.

SCRIPTURE
Acts 10:1-16,34-48
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THE POINT

God shows no favoritism but offers salvation to people of 
every ethnicity. 

INTRO/STARTER   5-10 MINUTES

Option 1
The Bible contains some vivid analogies when talking about the people of God: the temple in which 
God’s Spirit dwells, the planted and nourished vine, the flock Jesus shepherds, the bride of Christ, the 
family of God, and so on. Each of these images not only provides insight into our individual identity, 
but also our corporate identity as the ransomed, rescued, and redeemed people of God. 

• Can you think of any additional analogies the Bible uses when talking about the people 
of God? Which one strikes you as being more helpful in your understanding of the church? 
Explain your answer.

These images and analogies can help church members better understand themselves, as well as how 
they should respond to one another. For instance, these images show us that while we may have 
individual and unique differences created by God, we are still one because of our shared union with 
Christ. The gospel unites us and overcomes any major obstacles to our unity with one another. As see 
in this session, God shows no favoritism between people groups, inviting all to a place at the table of 
grace and entrance into His family. 

Option 2
Place students in groups of two. Give them the following list of questions and instruct them to 
interview each other: 

• What is your favorite color? 

• What’s your favorite movie?

• Who is your favorite singer? Actor? 

• When you have free time, what’s your favorite activity? 

• Would you rather play sports, create art, or make music? 

• How many siblings do you have? 

• What’s your family like? 

Allow students about fifteen minutes to discuss, then ask them to share one thing they have in 
common with their partners and one difference. God created all people differently, and that’s a good 
thing. Instead of minimizing people because of their differences, we should use those differences to 
maximize our influence in the world and the ways we share the gospel. God loves all people and so 
should we. God doesn’t show favoritism toward one people group or another and neither should we.

The Gospel Project for Students      67



THE POINT

God shows no favoritism but offers salvation to people of 
every ethnicity.

CHARACTERS
• Holy Spirit: third Person of the Trinity

• Cornelius: a Roman commander stationed at Caesarea; Peter was led to Cornelius to share the gospel 
with him and his family.

PLOT
As we saw in the previous story with Philip and the Ethiopian, God is continually searching to save 
and redeem what is lost, including those outside the Jewish heritage. As we continue through the 
Book of Acts, we’re constantly reminded of God’s graciousness as He calls people from all backgrounds 
and ethnicities to know and follow Him. 

HIS STORY   15-20 MINUTES
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GOD WORKED IN CORNELIUS’ HEART
The Holy Spirit began the work of taking the gospel to the Gentiles and helping 
the fledgling church see this as God’s plan. He began a new stage of this work 
with a man named Cornelius. Take a look:

1 At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of 
what was known as the Italian Cohort, 2 a devout man who feared 
God with all his household, gave alms generously to the people, 
and prayed continually to God. 3 About the ninth hour of the day 
he saw clearly in a vision an angel of God come in and say to him, 
“Cornelius.” 4 And he stared at him in terror and said, “What is 
it, Lord?” And he said to him, “Your prayers and your alms have 
ascended as a memorial before God. 5 And now send men to Joppa 
and bring one Simon who is called Peter. 6 He is lodging with one 
Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the sea.” 7 When the angel who 
spoke to him had departed, he called two of his servants and a 
devout soldier from among those who attended him, 8 and having 
related everything to them, he sent them to Joppa. (Acts 10:1-8)

Cornelius seems to be someone who sought God for a long time. He was a Roman 
living in Judea, overseeing several hundred Roman soldiers stationed at Caesarea. 
He was not a foot soldier; he was more like a battalion commander, a person with 
political and military power at his disposal.

God had been cultivating a hunger for Himself in Cornelius. When He 
commended Cornelius’ good heart and good work, He described his efforts 
as a “memorial offering” (v. 4), a worthy sacrifice before the Lord. Notice how 
God drew Cornelius into a deeper relationship with Himself. He didn’t simply 
reveal Jesus to Cornelius in this vision. Instead, God commanded Cornelius 
to meet with Peter, one of Jesus’ disciples. God-fearing Cornelius obeyed, 
gathering some servants and sending them off to find Peter.

That’s one of the most surprising things about Cornelius’ story. As pious 
as he was and as much as his heart seemed to be in the right place, he needed 
more than good motives to find God. He needed the church, the community of 
faithful saints who are filled with the Spirit and telling the world about Jesus.

• When has a more mature believer helped you understand the Bible or 
know God better? (p. 46, PSG)

TIMELINE

PETER VISITS 
CORNELIUS
The gospel goes to 
the Gentiles.

FROM 
PERSECUTOR TO 
PREACHER
The opposition 
leader, Paul, is 
forever changed 
when he encounters 
the risen Christ.

EARLY 
MISSIONARIES
Paul and Barnabas 
set out to plant 
churches among 
the nations.
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GOD CHALLENGED PETER’S THINKING
Meanwhile, in another part of Judea, the Apostle Peter was having a vision of his 
own that would challenge his understanding of God and His image-bearers.

9 The next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the 
city, Peter went up on the housetop about the sixth hour to pray. 
10 And he became hungry and wanted something to eat, but while 
they were preparing it, he fell into a trance 11 and saw the heavens 
opened and something like a great sheet descending, being let down 
by its four corners upon the earth. 12 In it were all kinds of animals 
and reptiles and birds of the air. 13 And there came a voice to him: 
“Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” 14 But Peter said, “By no means, Lord; for 
I have never eaten anything that is common or unclean.” 15 And the 
voice came to him again a second time, “What God has made clean, 
do not call common.” 16 This happened three times, and the thing 
was taken up at once to heaven. (Acts 10:9-16)

In the vision God gave him, Peter saw something coming down from 
the heavens, lowered by “four corners” (v. 11). More than describing the 
geometrical shape of this sheet, this phrase indicated an occurrence with big 
implications. The sheet with four corners resembles the four corners of the 
Earth (Isa. 11:12; Rev. 7:1). In other words, whatever God revealed to Peter 
had world-wide consequences. 

In the sheet, Peter saw all the animals and birds of the earth represented. 
Peter, who lived according to the rules and traditions of Jewish culture, would 
have been scandalized by this sight and even more scandalized by the command 
to “kill and eat” (v. 13). Dietary laws were integral to Jewish national and 
cultural identity. God gave the law to Israel as a way of distinguishing them 
from the culture of their neighbors. Breaking with this pattern was seen as 
dishonoring to God, family, and nation. 

Therefore, Peter’s response to the voice of the Lord was a firm no. Maybe Peter 
thought he was being tested—was his hunger so strong that it could overcome his 
convictions about the dietary laws he had kept from birth? The voice responded 
by telling him God had made these animals clean and Peter could not call them 
impure anymore. 

Peter’s vision marked a turning point in the life of the church. Luke told the 
story in a way that shows us God’s providence at work. Cornelius’ heart was being 
drawn to God just as Peter’s heart was being opened to new possibilities. The 
command to ignore Israel’s dietary laws indicated that the time of Israel’s being 
separate from the rest of the world on account of the Law of Moses had come to 
an end. What would set them apart from the world from that point on would be 
their faith in Jesus, not their cultural and religious traditions. Peter would soon 
discover that he had more in common with a Gentile centurion who trusted in 
Jesus than with a Jewish brother or sister who didn’t believe.
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GOD CALLS ALL PEOPLE TO BELIEVE
As Peter was contemplating his vision and its meaning, the three men Cornelius 
sent arrived at Simon the tanner’s house. They invited Peter to come to Caesarea 
to meet Cornelius, recounting his visit from an angel, and the next day they set 
out for Caesarea. It’s telling that Peter went along with these men. As he later 
explained to Cornelius, it was forbidden for a Jewish man to associate with a 
foreigner (Acts 10:28). He only went because he understood his vision—God was 
telling him Gentiles were no longer unclean and were not to be excluded from the 
good news of the gospel. 

When they arrived, Cornelius fell down to worship Peter, believing that was 
the proper response to meeting the one God spoke of. But Peter told him to get 
up and explained that he was only a human and unworthy of worship. Cornelius 
then told him about his own vision. Look at Peter’s response:

34 So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that 
God shows no partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears 
him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 As for the word 
that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus 
Christ (he is Lord of all), 37 you yourselves know what happened 
throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that 
John proclaimed: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all 
who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 And we 
are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and 
in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but 
God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, 41 not to 
all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, 
who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 And he 
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 
one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead. 43 To 
him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in 
him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 44 While Peter 
was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard 
the word. 45 And the believers from among the circumcised who 
had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy 
Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46 For they were hearing 
them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 
47 “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have 
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he commanded 
them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked 
him to remain for some days. (Acts 10:34-48)

TIMELINE

CHRIST ALONE
Salvation comes by 
grace alone through 
faith in Christ alone.

SALVATION 
AVAILABLE 
TO ALL
The message of 
the gospel reaches 
people of different 
backgrounds.

ENGAGING 
CULTURE
Paul engages the 
surrounding culture 
with the message 
of Christ.
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Peter’s message to Cornelius and all the people who had gathered reflected 
God’s vision for the inclusion of Gentiles into the church. God’s desire has 
always been a restored humanity and in Jesus that’s possible. Yes, Jesus came 
through Israel—but through Israel He came to the world. What matters is not 
your religious or ethnic pedigree but your faith in the One God sent.

CHRIST CONNECTION
God challenged Peter’s tradition of “clean” and “unclean” foods in order to 
further challenge his perspective of “clean” and “unclean” people. Peter learned 
God does not show favoritism. Rather, God calls His people to proclaim 
the message of Jesus’ death and resurrection to all people, to celebrate His 
work in their lives, and to welcome believers into His family, regardless of 
their ethnicity.

God’s Plan and Human Action (p. 48, PSG)

God’s sovereignty over all of life encompasses the free actions of human beings. 
Proverbs 19:21 says, “Many plans are in a person’s heart, but the Lord’s decree will prevail.” 
In ways we are unable to fully comprehend, the Lord’s plan goes forward through the 
choices of human beings as moral agents. Even freely chosen sinful actions are factored 
into God’s overarching plan, as is the case with the crucifixion of Jesus—an event both 
purposed by God through foreknowledge that was also carried out by the wicked 
decisions of human beings (Acts 2:23). Knowing that God is working all things for the 
good of those who love Him (Rom. 8:28), we trust in His promise to fulfill His plan, even 
when we do not understand our present circumstances.

72     Leader Guide  /  Session 6



GROUP QUESTIONS
God’s Story has always been designed to connect with your story. It is because of 
His Story that our stories make sense, have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use 
the questions below to help think through how His Story connects with your own.

• Why do you think God chooses to use Christians to spread the gospel? 
In one sense, sharing the gospel is partly for our benefit since we grow as Christians 
through sharing.

• What are some ways God has surprised you or disrupted your expectations? 
Answers will vary. 

• How have you been surprised by God’s grace getting through to someone and 
calling them to faith in Jesus? Answers will vary. 

• How has this story challenged you personally in your own efforts to share 
the gospel? Answers will vary. 

YOUR STORY   10-15 MINUTES

YOUR STORY
Where your story 
meets His.

HIS STORY
God’s Story of 
Redemption, 
through His Son, 
Jesus Christ.
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YOUR MISSION   10-15 MINUTES

HEAD
We can still find people who are seeking after God but don’t know Jesus. We live in an age where, 
alongside rigid secularism, religion abounds. If we pay attention to what motivates and attracts 
people to their various religious practices, we might discover hearts that are truly seeking God. We 
might discover hearts that long for truth. We might discover people with an awareness of their spiritual 
poverty, people who are looking everywhere for the possibility of an encounter with the Divine. At the 
same time, we shouldn’t expect those people to find what they’re looking for apart from God’s own 
miraculous intervention. Moreover, we shouldn’t expect them to find God apart from His church.

• What are some ways you see non-Christians seeking God in the world around you?  
Answers will vary. 

• How might you point them to Jesus in light of their misguided efforts to find God?  One way 
we can point others to Jesus is by pointing out that their motivation to know God is from God. He is 
the One pursuing them, which means it is important for them to come to God on His terms.

HEART
While the story of Peter and Cornelius might be familiar, we may still be unaware of the way our own 
hearts are biased toward certain people. We would be wise to pause, examine our consciences, and ask 
whether our attitudes toward people—especially those who are not like us for racial, social, economic, 
or political reasons—might be hindering the unity of the body of Christ. It’s a tough question but one 
worth pressing into for the sake of a church that knows no favoritism or distinctions among believers.

• How can we protect our hearts from developing negative attitudes toward other people?  
One way would be to remember what we were like before God saved us by His grace. 

• What will your response be if you uncover biases in your heart toward others?  
Answers will vary.

HANDS
We should consider how this story can be translated in our own contexts. For any number of cultural, 
political, racial, and social reasons, Christians throughout church history have had to wrestle with 
the temptation to write off certain people as potential Christians. We assume “that person” would 
never get saved or “that group” is too hostile to the gospel. We assume those who are different from 
us would be unwilling to hear us. Sometimes we just assume certain people are too sinful or too 
“something” to hear us. It is always a mistake to think this way. The gospel once surprised us with 
grace, and through sharing the gospel, we might be surprised at who else accepts His grace.

• What groups of people might we be prone to write off as too resistant to the gospel?  
Answers will vary. 

• What are some specific ways this story should change our perspective?  Through knowing 
God may be at work in others even when we can’t see it, and we have biases God wants to change.
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ADDITIONAL INFO

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Check out the following additional resources:

• Leader Training Videos
• One Conversations
• Midweek Studies (to access your Midweek Study, go to lifeway.com/TGPMissionWin18)
• Circular Timeline Poster
• App (for both leader and student)

Additional suggestions for specific groups are available at
GospelProject.com/AdditionalResources

And for free online training on how to lead a group visit
MinistryGrid.com/web/TheGospelProject
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